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?Parliament wbich met during the Regency of the "u good Earle of Murray,"
ln 1567, and by which the "Co90nfession of Faith"' of the Reformed Kirk of
8potlafld xvas ratified and confirmed. As yet, we find 'no distinct allusion to
Presbyteries as forming any part of the governmient of the Church.

ln the Assembly wbieh met in 1568, at EDinburgh, we enter upon a new
8t8SZge of developemnent in the constitution. This Supreme Court henceforth
eecles to be general in the strictest sense, and now assumes the character, which
't has ever since retained, of a representative Convention. It was then ordained
Th at natte have plac0e nor power to vote in General Assemblies except Super-

nenetcommissioners appointed for visiting Kirirs, Ministers, commissioners
,,fburghs and sbires, together with the commissioners of Universities. Minis-

" t1rs and commissioners of shires shall be (hosen at tlue Synodal convention
Mot diocies with consent of the rest of the Ministers and gentlemen convened

4 hra-Comriniqsioners of burghs shall be appointed by the council and
Reirirs of their own towns. Nane shail be adinitted without sufficient cern-
rni8Sijn in write." From this it wil! be seen that the Assembly was the repre-

floaient as now-a-days of the Presbyteries, but of the Provincial Synods
lad the burghs. Presbyteries did net at this time exist. The second book of
I>ïseipline which was adopted ini 1578, eighteen years after the first estabhiali-
IrIent of the Church. maires no mention whatever of these Courts. It says that,
', Assemnbhies are of four sortis. 1For aither ar they of particular Kirirs and con-

gI!egations anc or ma, or of a province or'of a haili nation, or of ail aud divers
nations professing one Jesus Christ." It will be observed that three of these

On:Y Prtain to the regYular constitution of thec Church, and that among theinth rsbytery ns ot included.
To fipeair now more parti(ularlv of Preshyteries as another stage of Church

evelopement wewould say that they evidently teook their rise from. two sources.
ait FrM the original constitution of what the second Book of Discipline

tI ntsas "lthe first kind of Assemblies" or Ki rk Sessions, which at thatne fle ot only the Eiders of one congregation, but of several joined togre-
thýI otaire up'the delation of offences, within their own Kirks and bring
ýto the Assemblies" and which is stili known in some parts of Scotland

8th" IIGeneral Session."
2d, Fromn the meetirg together of Ministers for religions exercises in regard

tbWl wchIo in is History says: " The Kirk was strictlie and well governed
<4 Rirk Sessions in everie particulare cengregation, then afterwards by Presby-

Ieiesil, chi4f towns 20 ministers, or some ý fewer or more as the bounis about
tilat town could afford with ene Eider accompanieing each minister, meeting

1t4getoly Very week on a certain day tuppointed ; at which tiîne somne portion
tg Canonicir Seripture was opened up sud e'xponed by one of the said

46 others speakiuig by course, which was called the Exercise of Prophe-
4 85elg or ilu eciepticir expression the Exercise of the Ministers. After whilk

iýxe0i8ie ail matters of discipline belonging to thai proecinct or bounds were
tuded.tet But these Exercises were at first voIuniary meetings, and net untili

Nt.iehAssembly in 1579 were they recognisedl as a part of the Chureli
batio f This was donce evidently te meet the wants of the Churcli on the ces-

vei .the office of Superintendent, snd on account of the difficulty of con-
. ei n flee troublous times the diocesan Syuiod twice every year. It was

b à.Yenacted, that ",Tite Ministers of the Exercise are judgedj a Pres-Vt n the meanwhile whill (untili) the Policie be established."
lnteirira arrangement wns made permnanent by the Assembly which met

g s-Ow, in April 1581. For this we are in soire measure indebted te Ki g
S ."t this time he seems te have been greatly pleased with the Kirk sud

elt, Witb bis own hand fie drew up a public confession of faith, known


