202 The Quarries of the Temple.

tions of the true Masonic ritual, which, to be understood, must be
studied together.

Lorenzo de Medici said, that all those are dead, even for the present
life, whov do not belicve in a future state—Mackey's Freemason.

THE QUARRIES OF THE TEMPLE.

It isan error to speak, as Oliver does, misguided by some Masonic
traditions, of the quarries of Tyre in connection with the Temple of
Solomon. Modern vescarches have shown without question that the
stones used in the construction of the Temple were taken out of the
guarries in the immediate vicinity, and the best traditions, as well as
Scripture, claim only that the wood from the forests of Lebanon, was
supplied by King Hiram. The great quarries of Jerusalem are situated
in the northeast portion of the city, near the Damascus gate. The en-
trance to them was first discovered by Barclay. A writer, quoted by
Barclay, thus describes them (City of the Great King, p. 466):  “Herc
were blocks of stone but half quarried, and still attached by one side to
the rock. The work of quarrying was apparently effected by an in-
strument resembling a pick-axe, with a broad chizel shaped end, as the
spaces between the blocks were not more than fowr inches wide, in
which it wonld be impossible for a man towork with a chiscl and a
mallet. The spaces were many of them four fect deep and ten feet in
height, and the distance between them was about four feet.  After being
cut away at each side and at the bottom, a lever was iuserted, and the
combined force of three or four men could easily pry the block away
from the block behind. The stone was extremely soft and friable, near-
ly white, and very easily worked, but, like the stone ot Malta and
Paris, hardening by exposure. The marks of the cutting instrument
were as plain and well defied as if the workman had just ceased from
hislabor. The heaps of chippings which were found in these quarries
showed that the stone had been dressed there, and confirm the Bible
statemont that the stone of which the Temple was built was made
ready before it was brought thither. Barclay remarks (i., p. 118)),
“those extra cyclopean stones in the southeast and sonthwest corners of
the Temple wall were doubtless taken from this great quarry, and
carried to their present position down the gently inclined plain on roll-
ers—a conjecture which at once solves the mystery that has greatly
puzzeled travellers in relation to the difficulty of transperting and
handling immense masses of rock, and enables us to understand why
they were called ‘stones of rolling’ by Ezra” Mr. Prime also visited
these quarries, and in his “Tent Life in the Holy Land” (p. 114) spealks
of them thus : “One thing to me is very manifest : there has been solid
stone taken from the excavation sufficient to build the walls of Joru-
salera and the Temple of Solomon. The size of many of the stones
taken from here appears to be very great. I know of no place to
which the stone can have been carried but to these works, and I know
no other quarrios in the ncighborhood from which the great stone of
the walls would seem io have come. These iwo connected ideas im-
pelled me strongly toward the belief that was fthe ancient quairy
whence the city was built ; and when the magnitude of the excavation
between the two opposing hills and of this cavern is considered, it is,
to say the least of it, a difficult question to answer, what has becomo of
the stone once here, on any other theory than that I have suggested.”



