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tions of the truc Masonie ritual, which, to be understood, nust be
studied together.

Lorenzo de Medici said, that all those are dead, even for the present
life, who do not believe in a future state.-Mfaclcey's Freemason.

TIIE QUARRIES OF THE TEMPLE.

It is an error to speak, as Oliver does, misguided by somc Masonie
traditions, of the quarries of Tyre in connection with the Temple of
Solomon. Modern researches have showvn without question that the
stones used in the construction of the Temple wero taken out of the
quarries in the immediate vicinity, and the best traditions, as well as
Seripture, claim only that the wood from the forests of Lebanon, was
supplied by King Hiram. The great quarries of Jerusalem are situated
in the northeast portion of the city, near the Damascus gate. The en-
trance to them was first discovered by Barclay. A writer, quoted by
Barelay, thus describes then (City of the Great King, p. 466) "Hlere
were blocks of stone but half quarried, and still attached by one side to
the rock. The womk of quarrying vas apparently effected by an in-
strument resembling a pick-axe, with a broad chiel shaped end, as the
spaces between the blocks were not more than four inlches wide, in
which it would be impossible 1or a, man to Vor'k with a ehisel and a
mallet. The spaces were many of them four fet deep and ten feet in
height, and the distance between them was about four feet. After being
cut away at cach side and at the bottom, a lever was inserted, and the
combined force of thrce or four mcn could easily pry the block away
from the block behind. The stone was extreniely soft and friable, near-
]y white, and very easily worked, but, like the stone ot Malta and
Paris, lardening by exposure. The marks of the cutting instrument
were as plain and well defied as if the workman had just ceased frorm
hislabor. The heaps of chippings which were found in these quarries
showed that the stone had been dressed there, aind confirm the Bible
statemont that the stone of which the Temple vas built was made
ready before it was brought thither. Barclay remarks (ib., p. 118,),
"those extra cyclopcan stones in the southeast and southwest corners of
the Temple wall were doubtless taken from this great quarry, and
carried to their present position down the gently inclined plain on roll-
ers-a conjecture which at once solves the mystery that has greatly
puzzeled travellers in relation to the difficulty of transporting and
htandlinig immense masses of rock, and enables us to understnd why
they were called 'stones of rolling hy Ezra" Mr. Prime ailso isited
these quarries, and in his "Tent Life in the Holy Land" (p. 114) speaks
of them thus : "One thing to me is very manifest: there has been solid
stone taken from the excavation sufficient to build the walls of Jeru-
saler and the Temple of Solomon. The size of many of the stones
taken from bore appears to be very great. I know of no place to
wbich the stone can have been carried but to these works, and I know
no othe7r quarries in the neighborhood from which the great stone of
the walls would seem to have come. These two connected ideas im-
pelled me strongly toward the belief that was gthe ancient quarry
whence the city was built ; and when the magnitude of the excavation
between the two opposing hills and of this cavern is considered, it is,
to say the least of it, a difficult question to answer, what has become of
the stone once here, on any other theory than that I have suggested."'


