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T2 TIHHE CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

CAN WE AFFORD TO LIVE IN IT.

Occa-ionally some millionarie Luilds a mansion, which is the almiration of the town,
or erects a country house, which, with its grounds, is the pride and boast of its neigh-
bourhoud.  In time the great man dies, Lecumes insvlient, gues abiroad, or tires of his
hubby ; and then the property is put up for sale.  Esverybudy crowds to see the dwelling,
or diives vut to the country house. The pictures, the furniture, the hot-house or the
grounds, by turns the theme of admiration. The night of the sale arrives. The autien
room iy erowded.  To judge from the sea of fices lovking up at the erier, one might
think that the competition would Le enormous. Bat the fact is the reverse. The aue-
tivneer expatiates long before he ean obtain a single offer; the property, at first, secms
about to be knucked down to the first Lidder; and when at last, other offers are made,
they cume alinsst reluctantly, and thouzh the hammer falls amid a general ery ** liow
cheap " the purchaser looks as if he already half repented of his bargain.

And why ? Simply because it is one thing to buy a costly house, but quite another
thing to live in it. Men, before they parchase a stately mansion, should ask themselies
whether they can afford to keep it in appropriate style. A hundred thousand dollars for
a dwelling inakes necessary thousands of dollars fur furniture, thousands for dress and
eyuipage, aud thousandsgmore for servants, parties, Newport and Saratoga. Thereis a
fitne s in things, demanded by public opinivn, which reyuires these expenses, and to this
opiniun Line men out of ten souner or later practically yield, even if they or their wives
do not ebark in the estravagance at unce. But usually there is backwardness in this
respect.  Titznoodle purchases a new house, with rusewuod doors, walnut stairease, stain-
ed glass windows, and before be has fairly recorded his deed, Mrs. Fitznoodle wauts the
walls frescoed and panelled with satin, aud ten thousand other superfluities. The esti-
mated cost of the movement is soun trebled ; the annual outlay grows in proportion ; and
Mr., Iitznoodle is either ruined, or condemned tv groan, furever after, over his increasingy
espenses,

What is true of the would-be-fashivnable, is just as true, however, of persons with
me.¢ limited means. If men worth only a handred thousand dollars or two, ape the
millionare’s style of living, so do young merchants, professional men, even clerks and
mechanics, ape those richer than themselves.—The weakness of wishing to live in a fine
house is almost universal. The fine house, too, is relative; for that which a millivnare
seorns, the young merchant thinks superb, and that which the nerchant lovks down on,
the clerk pinches himselt to obtain. It is amazing how many families live in dwellings
beyond their means]! The miserable shifts to which such families are driven in order to
keep up appearances, are melancholy to think upon. In the ead, too, the head of the
fumily dies, having laid by nothing, and the widow and children sink into a hopeless
poverty, the more poignant to them, because of the mortificativon attending it, It would
be well if the question was often asked, when moving into a better home is proposed,
“ Can we afford to live in it ?’— Horticullurist,

TO PREVENT GIRDLING OF TREES.
(From the new revised Fdition of Duwning's Fruit Trees of America.)

Great injury is done to young erchards in some districts by the meadow mouse. This
little anima’ always works under cucer, and therefore dues its mischief in winter when the
snow lies deeply upon the ground. A cummoun and effectual mode of deterring it is that
of treading duown the snow firmly about the stem directly after every fall of snow. DBut
this is a very troublesome affair.

The fullowing mixture will be found to be an effectual prevention. Take one spadefull
of hot slaked lime, one ditio of clean cow’s dung, half ditto of suut, une handful of fluwers
of sulphur, mix the whole together with the addition of sufficient water to bring it to the
consistency of thick paint. At the approach of wiater paint the trunks of the trees suft
ficiently high to be beyund the reach of these vermin. Experience has proved that it dues
noinjury to the tree. A dry day should be chosen for its application.

Euaglish nursery men are in the hubit of protecting nurseries of small trees frum the
attacks of rubbits, simply by distributing through the squares of the nursery cuarse
matches made by dipping bupches of rags or bits of tow, in melted sulphur, and fastening
these in split stakes a couple of feet high. The latter are stuck into the gronnd, amo
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the trees, at from 12 to 20 feet apart, and are said completely to answer the purpuse.
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