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to those mentioned I might màntion the been found existing in the vicinity of he
immense gardens of unknown origin, whose Ohio and Missippi rivers. Of these it has
size and state of preservation has produced been said that "Of all the great workajeft
in the minds of observers much astonish- by the ancient American nations, none are
ment. Their perfect preservation is thought more extraordinary or more worthy of study
to be due to the thick coats of prairie grass, than those colossal fortifications and vaet
which is so thick and abundant as·to form a entrenched camps, protectingand surround-
compact vegetable coatiug on the surface of ing spaces so very considerabie that of neces-
the soi]. This enables ail their sinuosities sity they must baveb been the work of a large
to be easily traced, and lias prevented their population." The precise epoch dunng
surface being overgrown with forest, which these werc constructed is of course
as obtains in other ruins. They are square quite unknown, but it is evident that they
or seni-circular, andire divided lu parallel mst have been coeval wita , the nost ancient
nes so as to for a series of ridges o i beds moundsa or tumuli, since they are ofte

two or three yardinr width, and are separ- placed within or lu the imeédiate neighbor-
ated fro eaeh other sby a number of very hood of the frtifications, and in many la-
narrow paths.- Domenech grives a descrip- stances fôrm -part of the general, plan of
tion of ope above eiaht miles in extentt No defence.
light bias been thro.wn upon wthe nature of the These military constructions are found to
produce of- thegegigant ic flelds, laid out with consist, sometimes of earth-works throw
so miuch regularity. The finest and besteoupeli the formosf ancimmenseientrenched
preserved have been foundi Micigans o -b camp, or lu walls of stone, whieh have been
diana. the western provinces, and even thrown across peninsulas, formed by thecon-
Texa. Besides these gardens, artificia flux of two rivera and around the declivities of
neadows, many of which were found situa- eeated platforms, while lnual pinstances it
ted on the borders ot woodland, or n the is observable that a careful choice had been
nigdst of forestshre aso ultivated by the made of the most stratacetical position of
agrieulturah population which inhabited the which every advantaoe has been taken to
new world previous to the tribes actua uy construct dfensive fortifications on a sur-
existi n. It is believed that from the nature prisinly riganti scale., lIthe bcounty
ot the couwtry, the configuration of the sou, of Licking (Ohio) beteen the delta
as we l as the-agricultural iiplemeuts of formed by the Raccoon and Newark

stone and brass found in these eadows, streams exists an elevated tableland about
to berplainly shownthat remote times these 35 feet in heigult upon whici are reniains
regions were covered withatrees, hich must of fortifications o great extent. On the
have been burt or toin up to make rooni west side of the platform existed an octagona
for lpasturage, etc. i l the immédiate vicinity fort eclosing an areaof about 40 acres, hav
oefhuman habitations. Thereare manytrawsing stone waUs of s4id masonry about 9

which point direct y to the pobabiity that feet in height, and the same iu width at the
the ancient inhabitants of -the continent base, each protected bv a tumulus placed iu
worked thesait water springs to proCure salt. the interior in front of the entrance.Two
These traces exist lu Illinois, where in a parallel walls ead to another circula- fort
sait mine there existed an excavation 135 at the southwest of the firstul coverin a
yards lu c;,cumference, lu the.iniddie" of§pace of 22 acres; further south is an elevat.
which a great -pit ad been du«aw some un- ed hilloek or observatory whch command
knowni period. A conduit bywiich the a view ot thewhole position, beneath ibis a
water is supposed to have drained off a pso secret passage leads to the opposite side of
existed. In Ohio, the sait mines appear to the river. A (third fort exists more to the
have been worked, the ancient renains of right, of a circulai- foima enclosing about 62
vases used lun the evaporation of water hav-acres; there was an interior dîtch in th aout
ing been found iear the mines. Iu the sait- of which earth had been aken to asist inhe
petre cave of Missouri, thaners, and axes formation of the watl whieh ranged from 25
similar to those found lun the tuniîuli have to 30 feet higli. Two other parallel walis,
been discovered. And in phe Lake Superior i-uetowards the notorh geiaduaaly cvergin
region are Copper mines which bear unmis- to another fort of quadrangular shape, en-
takabieh traces of ancient miaing. The cosing a superfices of about 20 acre. These
atcients appear to have made use of tools of four different forts aie copnected by rather
teipered copper, sprcimens of which have low wals, and l the centre of the encosed
been roundin the mines, as aiso evidences atite is a shallow pont covering 150 to 20a
yf the use of fi-e. The inarks of similaptoolâ acres, suposed to be artoficial and telhave

wie taeat ot ativ coenr . Etviden- ee heic o sraor wtethe anmads
know p ti aerod moerdeitm mwhich gh an vinhbtt of the epition beneaththisa

have been osrked,wther ancien boumais ofd sraiof acdulaporm enclosingh aout
vaes used inwhet evapora of wte out- poiteose thea anitror dit intis pout

repn piceet oAnd inAhtLk upro Muoaredsn the înothdal covergsing
rte caionsCpperinswhich staear cnmis to exishe fonrt ofr quadragular.sape, n-

tempaerd cer pimmens rorwich bave lo wls, adei the centre ofe. the ncose

beenroud i th mins, s aso videeesare isa shllo pod cverig 10 t 20


