The Growth of an Idea and the

Building of a Big Town.

THE. NEW MONUMENT CITY.

NIAGARA, FALLS TO BE

HARNESSED TO DRIVE

AND BUILD UP A GREAT MANUFACTUR-~
ING CENTRE.

So Strange and so Simple,
Before--Hundreds of
Spent on Both Sides of

but Nobody Thought of It
Millions of Money to be
the Great River--The Su-

preme Embodiment of Modern Ideas and Success
--A Big Water Power and an Endless Source of
Wealth and Progress--Something for Canadians

to Read and Reflect on.

If all the world is seeking for a new thing,
some information that a World reporter
has obtained, must prove absorbingly in-
teresting. The evolution of man from an
inferior race is scarcely more wonderful than
the evolution of ideas and appliances which,
in. the various stages of man’s development,
indicate his progress. The believers in the
transmigration of souls held that that which
was good progressed through various animals
until it finally abode in the highest type of
man. Spidéas have come up through the
various stages of human development, and
the same idea followed through the centuries

- is often found to be as much' the cause of the
progress succeeding its enlargement as to be
the result of superior knowledge. One can,
therefore, believe in the transmigration of
the soul of an idea, even if asa doctrine it
cannot be accepted in religion. Projects
wudely attempted centuries ago are lost sight
of, re-appear, become a familiar portion of
the world’s economy,again cease to be notice-
able, then come once more into different
shape, until finally perfection is reached.

In the Feudal ages a town sprang into ex-
istence when the lord of the manor made
plans for its upbuilding. The ideas of the
period were rude, yet there wasa central
thought and preparations were made for
housing and protecting all the community.
The unity of action, as’ much as the sim-|
plicity of the design, made living itself won-
derfully cheap. Nowadays a city is begun
by every man building for himself, and after
a heterogeneous mass of housss and interests
are erected there is an expensive and never-
ceasing struggle to establish a community of

T

thought and service. Toronto, for .

location and prosperity to the water power of
the upper . Aransas Pass, a city
wh!chhbohtbnﬂtwiﬁhln.mpleot years
on the ghore of the Gulf of Mexico,
owes its existence to the fact that a few mil-
llondol.lnn’wort.hotdrqiglnzwﬂloruﬁodeap
water, something which heretofore did not
exist upon the coast. Corpus Christi and
Galveston are endeavoring to keep pace with
what was but a hamlet until the blessing of
deep water for ocean shipping was about to
‘be established.

Old set rsremember that the mill and
the village were located where there was
water power, nor did this power lose its su-
‘premacy until the railroads caused a diver-
sion of traffic'and enterprise. At one time
it seemed as if watér power had almost lost
its supremacy. Great manufactories’ were
established where they could easily receive

A charter has been granted for a power
company, beginning at Buffalo and following
tdown the river to a deep cut and tunnel,
which is to convey the water back to the
river below the Falls. Thehead racesrunning
into this main artery are to furnish the ex-

ted power to an immense number of mills
and factories which are making, and are ex-
pected to make, the shore of the river from
the city to Niagara Falls one almost con-
tinuous town. This enterprise is to cost, if
built, $4,000,000, and it is generally con-
sidered that these figures greatly underesti-
- inate the work. : )

Another charter is being applied forat
Albany to construct, & canal on the Ameri-
can side, from Gill Creek, near La
Salls, to a point where it will pour
over the escarpment at Lewiston and
furnish water for a city which itis hoped
to establish in the valley below, at the same
time to irrigate the thousands of acres of
fruitland which le between the village
named and Youngston, opposite Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

_Still another scheme is being mooted for
digging a canal from near Tonawanda to
Lake Ontario via Lockport, which is expect-
ed to cost, if built, for sufficient water for
fifty thousand horse power, $3,500,000.

There 1s a tunnel scheme on' the Canadian
side which, as yet, has assumed no
deflnite shape, but simply adds evi-
dence that the foasibility of finding
customers for power has attracted the
attention of local capitalists. The msin
scheme, and the ome which promises to be
most successful of all those which have yet
been offered to the public, is that -of
the Niagara and Queenston Land and
Electric Company (limited). Its 'promoters
have obtained a charter, the particulars of
‘which appear elsewhere, for

their supplies of coal, and even the pr
of coal wasfailing'to be as attractive asit
once was, when natural gas for a while be-
came so plentiful, though neither was ever
able to supplant water power as the cheapest
motor for machinery. In New England and
all through the manufacturing states water
power was one of the most valuable assets
and power companies utilized every pound of
energy they could chain, renting it to mills
at so much a horse-power per annum, the
price averaging in the neighborhood of $40.
Thus the water power of the New England
states made vast fortunes for the companies
which controlled the privilege, and a know-
lege of the revenues derived in those locali-
ties turned the eyes of many manufacturers to-
wards the falls of the Genesee and Niagara,the

has nearly 200,000 people and as yet has fail~

former b ing a wonderful hive of indus-

A Canal from Chippewa River

to the escarpment on Niagara River above
Queenston, Surveys have been ~made
and a contract let. This canal will be about
12 miles long and will carry sufficient water
t0 ultimately furaish over 100,000 horse
power. These figures are more significant
than they might appear to the casual reader.
In Buffalo . there are not more than 40,000
horse power in operation. In Toronto\pos-
sibly the power does not exceed 25,000,

the enormous energy which will be conve

to the clif above Queenston by this com-
parison can be better understood. It must
be remembered that the fall the water will
have over the escarpment will Be much
greater.than the cataract of Niagara ifself.
In fact, the descent will be deubly as great,

the details of this

Nothing so novel as ,
offered to the pub-

scheme has ever'yet been

can be induced to purchase land and become
sroprietors of one lot or more each. and that
what is now a village can be made the Menu-

acres of land insmnd around Queenston
have been obtained by the company, which
are to be divided into lots which will become
valuable'when the waterway is constructed
and the power established and directed.. The
canal will furnish electric light and water to
every citisen at a nomipal cost.. Parks,
fountains, street railways and tramways
connecting it with adjoining towns will be

trifling, not nearly so much as the cost of
tinkering the water pumps ef Toronto, and
the addition of an !
water main, while in one it will last for-
ever and in the other only a make-shift is
offered, to be torn up when the population
increases.

1t must not be forgotten that evem now the
road from Niagara Falls to Queenston passes
a half a dozen litgle mills which are run by
water from rude and leaky fumes, that
the locality provides more than any ofher
locality within the knowledge of the writer,
the material for building at the least possible
expense, a great and handsome city. The
escarpment at Q ston fs now per ted
by the quarries of those who are making a
cement, second only to the celebrated Port-
haen brand; the Grand Trusk Railway
has built a spur, which is mainly used for
the rtation of the splendid stone out
of which the locks of the Welland Canal
were constructed. Lime and first-class brick
clay are also to be found in inexhaustible
quantities. Such factors in  the. crea-
tion of & city, as far as building material is
conocerned, could not be exceeded.

The projectors of the Monument City are
laying out the streets upon which the fac-
tories and mills can be best located for
economic connection with the power, The
powerful’ eddy which sets in in the river
makes the shore a natural wharf for over a
mile, the water being from 80 to 100 feet
deep. Thus the wharfage is really already
constructed and to be made complete will
require but a trifling expense, while the
whole of Lakd Ontario, Moutreal and Que-
bec will be i direct cennection.

The residence and business streets are also
being planned, so that householders will flad
the minimum expense with a maximum pub-
lic service. Arousd Brook's monument 40
agres of land already formy & publio park apd
other parks and drives will be arranged at

try, of which the large city of Rochester is

DIAGRAM SHOWING THE DROP IN LEVEL AT THE FALLS AND AT, QUEENSTON.
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ed to solve the problem of its water supply
owing to the lack of foresight and unity. For
the purpose of lighting and drainage the
streets are-torn up to-day though they were
built but yesterday, the civic expense being
tenfold greater than if the city had been con-
structed within two or three years for its
present population and everything finished
at onca with the fixed and central thought of
doing all things well and permanently.
Years ago towns sprang up on the banks of
navigable streams, the favorite place being
where there-were facilities for transporta-
tion and water power to drive machinery.
This is largely true at the present day of all
the great and modern cities in this Western
Hemispheré which owe their existence to the
proximity of large streams or bodies of water.
New York, Boston, Chicago, St. Louis, San
Francisco: they are all ports; St. Paul and
Minneapolis, the greatest cities built in the
same length of time in America, owe their

the centre. Niagara Falls, of course, pre-
sented and presents the greatest available
water power in the known world, and the
banks of the river were becoming so crowded
with mills and factories that a few years ago
the Government of New York on that side of
the river, and, the Ontario Government on
this side, were forced to expend hundreds of
thousands of dollars in expropriating and re-
moving the unsightly mills and factories
from the bank adjacent to the great falls.
Then the enterprising Yankees built
A Hydraulic Canal

commencing at a point on the shore of the
river above the Falls, where the water is
deep and navigable, and terminating above
the high bank of the gorge below the Falls.
The chff along the bank of the river near the
lower termination of the canal is occupied
by large manufacturing establishments and
immense flouring and paper mills. All sorts
of smaller industries have congregated there

great descent in the river below, while the
land over which the canal will run from
Chippewa River is almost level, Anillustra-
tion of the contour of the country is given,
which will illustrate the vast descent of the
water from the canal over the escarpment
into the river. One can scarcely imagine
the almost irresistible force generated by
such a stream of water as it is intended to
convey, falling 320 feet. There will be
power enough there to turn the machinery
of nearly all of Ontarioand it is of this power
and the bold plan of building
A New and Great City

to utilize it with which this article is intend-
ed to deal. 3

It is understood that English and Ameri-
can capital is behind the enterprise, though
the gentlemen whose names appear in
the prospectus and a number of others
have been able to invest consider-

The Most Picturesque and Beautiful Gar-
den Spot in the Dominion,

The mode of distributing these lots to pur-
chasers is a very novel one, as the holders of
land certificates will all be held equally in-
terested in the entire town and the lots will
be apportioned on the basis of a thorough
unity of interest. When the requisite num-
ber have been sold there will be a public and
literal “drawing of lots.” The holder of each
certificate will take his chance and he may
draw a factory site, a hotel site,
a business lot, a place suitable for a resi-
dence, or a spot on the river adapted for
a wharf. The re-adjustment and re-ar-
rangement of these lots among the individu-
als‘will be a matter of privatedeals. Ifa
man finds that he has a wharf when he
wantsa mill site, he can exchange it with
the holder of what he desires. If his be the
more valuable it will not be difficult for him

to obteln s bonus. If wheb he desires be
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more valuable than what he possesses, he
will have to pay the difference. But the
whole scheme has the delightful element of
uncertainty as to how greata prize one may
draw in this new city. and. yet the absolute
certainty that every one must receive a
prize if money has been invested.

Perhaps the most satisfactory feature of
the plan is that nobody pays his money to
the promoters of it. The purchaser of aland
certificate which is good for a lot
Does Not Hand It Over to a Land Shark,
but deposits it in the Trust Corporation of
Ontario, where speculators, boomers and
promoters cannot touch it. Now mark this
feature well. If the waterway is not built
and the promises of the company ndt carried
out at the end of areasonable time, the deposi~
tor can withdraw his money and will receive
interest upon it. No such guarantee of good
faith has ever been offered by those inter-
ested in building a city, and this feature
commends the whole enterprise to the in-
vestor. If he pays two hundred dollars—on
the instalment plan—he is notlured into buy-
ing a lot by the promise of millions of water
power and improvements galore which may
fade away after he has had his capital frozen
into cold and waproductive earth. He sim-
ply deposits his money in a triist company
which is recognized by the Court of Chan-
cery as a proper trustee for investing the
funds of minors., In fact this trust com-
pany is such and its officers and capital such
that everyone has confidence in it, and if the
promoters of the enterprise do not do as they
agree

The Investor Oan Withdraw His Oash
and receive interest at as a rate as he
would receive in a savings bank. Indeed,
it would pay those who are hoarding upa
little sum of money to deposit it with this
trust company, which is as well-estab-
lished and reliable as any of our banking in-
stitutions, and await developments; fora
town lot which costs but $300—this is the
price of the Ilots—may very easily
develop into one'worth $2000, and real es-
tate be yet cheaper in Queenston than in any
other town which has anything like such op-
portunities,

But where do the promoters magke their
money, is a natural guestion. If they can
cause a city tobe built, and insure its per-
manence and attractiveness from the sales of
land, they will secure oustomgers for their
power, which will obtain for them a revenue
that will be

A Small Fortune Each Year,
even at the low rate of $10 per horse power
per annum. At thisrate they expect to be
able to furnish manufacturers, quarrymen,
millers and the hundred varied interests of a
city power unceasing and.nonfluctuating.

)| If they sell 50,000 horse power—one-half of

what they will have for sale—it will bring
them a revenue of $500,000, $250,000 of which

| will be net profit. Of course it is inconceiv-
|| able that this amount will be sold for the

first few years, yet it is also inconceivable
that with such advantages any power will
go to waste when once the manufacturing
public understands the availableness of the
energy and the magnificent locality of the
city. It is reasonable that the promoters of
an enterprise which contains an unending
franchise much more valuable than Toronto’s
street railway has been in the past, will be
willing to invest a large amount in obtaining
customers, nor should it be difficult to obtain
those customers when the water power is be-
ing offered at a reduction of 75 per cent. on
what is being charged elsewhere, from what
indeed it costs elsewhere, to furnish power
by coal or electricity.

No greater guarantee of the belief of the
company in the stccess of their enterprise
can be afforded than the fact that they are
giving everything but their water power
franchise to the public. They care for nothing
else but to have a city es and in-
dustrial enterprises inaugurated which will
buy their power at $10 per horse power per
annum, though the same power is being sold
as will be shown in a list all over

Amvm States at & vastly greater sum.

The success of that feature of their scheme
will altogether depend upon the size of the
city and manufacturing centre they can
establish, for what use will be their
power if there be no one there to use
it? Looking to this result, thi§ wealthy
corporation have already their in-
tention of adding to the attractiveness of
the venture, as they profitably can, by bonus-
ing enterprises to such an _extent that with-
out' any immediate loss and in view of large
prospective gains they can remove them-
selves from their present situation to the
M t City of Canada. If by this and
all the other methods which capital and the
approbation and co-operation of the public
can bring to bear a large city is establishied,
The Profits of the Promoters

will be immense and yet it will not be an op-
pressive monopoly, for no landholder or
power-user will be oppressed. i

Look for a moment at the position of each
proprietor of real estate. The taxes will be
nominal, the most expensive features of con-
ducting a community will be obviated inso-
much as there will be no changes. Electric
light will probably.be 50 per cent. cheaper
than in Toronto; the waterworks and all the
connections being in at the beginning, will
not mean more than two or three dollars a
year to the average consumer. Drainage on
the banks of the Niagara will mean scarcely
anything. Building material of the best and
most permanent sort will be thirty or forty
per cent. cheaper than in Toronto., Coal
will come to the doors of the Monument
Oity more cheaply than to Toronto, for
wharfage, with a nafural bank where
material can be loaded orunloaded for amile,
will b&'trivial. Natural gas can be brought
by & short pipe line from Welland, the most
plentiful supply which has been discovered
outside of Pennsylvania and West Virginia.

Then what is thereto prevent Queenston
from becoming

The Manchester of America ?

There is no more healthful district in the
world, mot a trace of malaria can be
found by the rapid waters of Niagara. Stand-
ing on the -escarpment by Brock’s monu-
ment one’ can see Niagara-on-the-Lake
seven miles distant, and the whole plain
stretohed beneath the base of the monument
like a checker board. Ascend to the top of
the monument and Niagara, 8t. Catharines,
Hamilton, and on a clear day Toronto itself
be seen.
ith respect to climate and soil the
Niagara distriot is admittedly the garden
spot of Canada, having no rival except
Essex and Kent, - Our peaches and much of
our fruit come from there, and if the water
be used for irrigatiug purposes, as it doubt-
less will, drouth can never rob the producer
of ‘a crop which cannot be obtained
where artificial moisture is not avail-
able, Everyone knows that no matter
how: favorably located garden lands
may be that the gardener must de-
pend for his success and for the
length of his'season on the rains which may
come and which may be withheld. With ir-
rigating ditches, the simplest and cheapest of
engineering enterprises, for the Indians have
built them all over Mexico and the far ~ west,
a crop is always assured, and in the case of
green stuff, which does not require to be
matured, twoor three ecropsa year can be
produced. This is much different to only
being able to produce a full érop once in four
years, which is the record of nom-irrigated
lands. The importance of this feature can-
not be overestimated. Buffalo is within an
hour's ride, Toronto steamers calling at the
wharf twice a day and in the near future
much more frequently, will be able to convey
everything that is raised to this city, which,
next to Buffalo, is

and distributing point of North America,
being only exceeded by New York.- Those
who visit Toronto’s wharves in the

m onopoly can be created by the irrigation of
the Niagara valley. Throughout the West
mﬂllor\aotdolhrsm being spent in water
storage schemes, whole valleys are being
dammed to hold the waters pouring down
from the mountains when the snow melts
and the rains fall.  Here in Canada by the
expenditure of a million or two dollars a
never-failing supply of water can be pro-
cured, which will water a larger ssction than
can be irrigated by any scheme yet broached
in California, Arizona or Colorado. In the
case of the Western States the market is
distant, and in the case of Niagara valley
the market is at its very doors with trans-
portation facilities the cheapness of which is
unrivalled in the world.

Since America and its superb cataract were
first discovered it has receded but a few
score chainsfrom the precipice over which it
once poured, but the volume of water has
not decreased, and the quantity of water now
in the great lakes is sufficient without
any further rainfall to furnish a supply
maintaining this torrent at its present rate
for between 100 and 125 years, it being . esti-
mated that the contents of the great upper
akes are

Six Thousand Oubic Miles of Water,

As the power is thus guaranteed without
1a rainfall and as the rainfall, by the way, is
getting every year more uncertain and
therefore making irrigation more necessary,
every element which futurity can offer seems
to be included in this investment. Every
day and every night the wondrous power
provided by such a canal as is contemplated
will grind on and on, never any change,
never growing less in drouth, never increas-
ing at flood-side, never leaving the machinery
standing idle when the rain ceases to fall for
a few weeks, and not roaring down an unac-

it d ch 1 and ping all before
it when the snow melts and the
winds blow., It is like a vast

steam engine requiring no fuel, no at-
tendance. _All that will be required will be a
wheel around which the fbelt will be passed.
The scheme has

Such an El t of P
and so confident are its promoters of its suc-
cess that before a foot of land has beensold or
a pound of power disposed of, a contract has
been signed by the well-known contracting
firm of Barrie & McCrae for digging a canal,
a canal which, it is hoped, will be large
enough to bring barges from the upper lakes
within the town site above the escarpment.
At that point cargoes of wheat and ore from
the upper lakes will be discharged inte. the
conduits of the mills driven by the force of
this artificial cataract. The Grand Trunk
Railway, as has been already stated, has a
spur which penetrates the land held by the
company. The Michigan Central road passes
throngh it. The Niagara River,navigable to
near the upper limit of the town, furnishes a
waterway unsurpassed in America. A rail-
road bridge has been projected on this, the
easiest spanned portion of the river, which
will conneet the New York Central and its
recently acquired Rome, Watertown & Og-
densburg connection with all the enterprises
which are to be established, and a contem-
plated Belt line will bring into communica-
tion with the town site the 25 or upwards of
roads now running into the great railway
centre of Buffalo. With the possibility of
establishing electrical railways, power for
which will be furnished by the water, the
Monument City will really be but a suburb
of the score of enterprising places within
easy reach of itand it will be nothing less
than a suburb of Buffalo and Toronto.
‘When the storage battery is completed, as
it certainly will be, an electric storage
company already being in operation in
Toronto, the power generated by the cataract

The Leading Fruit and Vegetable Market mb;‘hippedto all parts of the continent

as ensily as a bushel of wheat is now moved
£pom one place to another. Such an outlook
‘has never yet in the history of cities been
offered to the public, nor has such a section

| of country ever had an epportunity of be-

coming

The Garden of the Most Densely FPopus

lated Region of America, .
By boat Queenston will be two
Toronto, by train less than an
Buffalo, but & single night distant from New ..

;

York and Boston, butlittle over a night froms
alone

Chicago. The scheme of '
will make.it possible for this district rﬁ
the historical * garden sass” for —half ]
population of North America. . e
As a Pleasure Resort . ¢
this charming district with its rugged escarps:
ment and fertile valley,  picturesque gorge
and mighty fiver, needs mow nothing but
hotels and the movement of busy life to make.
it the most attractive within easy reach off
the teeming mifllions in urban centres. IS
must not be forgotten that the first settlers
of Upper Canada saw in Queenston a future
greatness which is about to be realized. Itis’

The Oldest ohnmr«l Town in Uppes
Canada.

At one time twenty hotels lined the strees
facing the river. The governor had his res
dence there, and with & foresight which'
looks something like ce, our

fathers expected it to be what 1twﬂlbzx iy
Monument City of the North. Itis six or

soven miles from Suspension Bridge, and the |

same distance from the mouth of the river,
and the far-reaching results of this enter~!
prise since it became to a certain extent pube
lic in the locality concerned, seems to have!
amazed the lodal population that it has so
long escaped the eye of capitalists. Since’
the land has been obtained by the company |
and some details of the project bave leaked, !
out, it has become impossible to buy.a foot o}
ground except at town lot prices, th tha '
whole district to be immediately %
was early controlled by those who
spending their money in the gigantic under+
It is but another example of how people. |
may talk of wonderful things that could
done, of how they have sought to
them by intricate and expensive devices,

which will mean mullions of dollars,
which altogether will aggregate twenty

nected with it, it is simply an old-
ditoh, it is nothing but the canal as old

natural thing in the world and yet nobodyd
thought of it who had energy emough
undertake it.until last summer, After the
scheme was once put ‘in shape it was
simple and so great that nothing was re-
quired but to show it to capitalists and the
scheme was a success. To paraphrase the'
mogto of the Kodak camera people,
the man who thought of it suply had to
touch the button and capitalists did the rest.
Another astounding feature of this affair is
that water power scarcely to be mentioned
in connection with Nisgara Falls, up in the'
wilds of Maine and away back amidst i
The Rocks and Hills of New England

attracted the attention of capitalists and be
came the centre of manufacturing enter-
prises of all sorts, while this great power
so easily utilized, visited by balf =
million -tourists every year, crossed
and . recrossed and cut up by rallroass
stood there so stupendous an exhibition of
nature's energy that nobody seemed to have
amind lirge enough to grasp the simple
fact that it was just as easily utilized as
smaller cataracts. All it needed was for vhe
projector mot to try to use it all at once. I
was a bigger bite than anyone could chew,
snd yét until the present year, with a few
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