pla.oe of tar grea.ter importance 1

; -communlty at ‘lnrge than ‘he kas ever |,

hitherto held, and that Ialf ‘& ‘century
ago would have- Qein thoulht not within
_his ‘reach. A With ‘the speeiallzation of
business and .the keenness of competl-
tion; with the: enlarged ‘demands of the
public and the actlvity of manufacturers
to meet them. tbe commemlal traveler
has to bring to bear upon the_dl_schar;s
of his duty an agile mind, a well-bal-
anced judgment, a profound knowledge
of men, a broad general knowledge of
the country and a high standard of
business integrity. A The day has gone
by when it was, regarded as a mark of
success to be able to ‘sell a merchant
something he did not want and could not
profitably ha.ndle. The commerclal trav-
eler must have in mind not only the
deﬂiro of his own house to dispose of
as' much of its stock as possible, but
the ablllty of his customers to handle
at a profit what he has to sell. He oc-
cupies a place between the wholesaler
and the retaller, and has come to pos-
sess a fund of knowledge that neither of
those between whom he is ‘the inter-
mediary can hepe to acquire, Just how
large a place he plays in the business
world perhaps he himself does not fully
appreciate; but when you consider that
the several hundred mren who are  in
Victoria today devote their energy to
the borderland between the wholesaler
and the retailer, and reflect that this in
its final analysis means between : the
producer and the consumer, you will see
that: their place is one of no mean im-
portance, and that their influence must
be .very great.

To our visitors personally The Colen-
ist extends a cordial greeting. Itvhopes
that' their brief stay in .the city will
be pleasant and profitable, for although
neither salary nor commission can be
earned on this trip, everyone who knows
the men who make up this fine organi-
zation will bear testimony to the fact
that their outlook is wider than the
selling of goods. and that they are in
point of fact among the best-informed,
most progresslve and = public-spirited
members of the community.

DR. CHARLES HARRISS

Much has been said about the Shef-
field Choir and its able leadér, Dr. Cow-
ard, but the public is not told very much
of Dr. Charles Harriss, the  patriotic
enthusiast through whose broad liber-
ality the extraordinary tour of this ad-
mirable company of musicians has been
made possible. « To this ' gentleman is
due the great thought that the Empire
can be joined together in bondp of sym-
pathy through the agency of music. We
can speak with knowledge of the effect
of the visit of these singers upon the
people of Victoria.  For the ‘most part

our people are dependent for entertain- |

ment upon organizations having their
headquarters in the United States, and
conducted on purely business prineiples,
and when we find one of our own natjon-
ality bringing together two hundred
ladies and gentlemen. ‘“of the blood,”
‘and sending them forth on such a tour,
not to make money oug of hxe venture,
but for the purpose of weaving a new
bond of imperial union, we ‘realize how
very real is the sentiment that inspires
true imperialism. To be able to meet
with so large a party of people from
the Home Land and to find how much
they are like ourselves is a. useful les-
son, To be able to join with them, six
thousand miles from their homes, in
singing the National Anthem is a fine
demonstration of the unity of the Em-
pire. Upon the members of the company
the!effect of their imperial tour cannot
fail to be profound, and what they shall
learn we may be sure they will impart
to friends and kindréd when they return
home.

Perhaps it will not be deemed unfit-
ting for us to suggest, on the eve of
the departure of this Choir from Canada
for a journey to the land of the South-
ern Cross, that such disinterested action
on ‘the part of Dr. C. Harriss deserves
some- public recognition, The royal pre-
rogative has been exercised in many
cases where less has been done for the
cause of British unity than he is doing.
Canadians would, we 'are sure, learn
with satisfaction {bat the services of
their fellow-Canadian had been acknowl-
edged in some fitting manner.

It is perhaps a reflection ‘upon -the.

musical taste of Victorians to draw at-

- d

80 easily determined as ¢t
belleve there is not a C'anadlah ‘who

henvae system of lnter-imoerial»\pre»
ference; but’ we also think that there
is not a Canadian who looks upon such
a preterence as essential fo the .unity
of the Empire. Hence it is with great
regret tha.t we read in the English press
such” statements as that until the prin-
ciple of preterence has been acknowl-
gdged the session of . the Conference
might as well be suspended, and that
fallure on the ‘part of the British gov-
érnment to ‘adopt the princivle of pro-
tection is a betrayal of ‘an’ impeﬂal
trust. "The Empire does not rest upon
trade.  There 'were' people in what is
now Canada, who thought so in-1850,
after the repeal‘of the Trade and Navi-
gation laws. They believed ‘that the

Earl Grey published a volume dealing
with the effect of this repeal, and the
line of ‘his arguments show how neces-

free trade meant disintegration. That
it did not mean disinteégration every one
now knows. During the sixty years that
have intervened since the ‘adoption of
‘the ‘policy '.which found expresslonA in
the repeal of the  laws ‘mentioned;
whereby the colonies were deprived of
every preference they had hitherté en-’
joyed ini'the markets of the Mother
Countty, the imperial idea has. grown
and strengthened in ‘a marvellous way.

to upset the favorite theory of certain
would-be leaders of imperial thought,
we do not see how it can beravoided, |
This is not an argument agalnst im-’
perial preference.: If we are not wiser
than our fathers in trade, mattets we
ought to be, and it deces not follow that
because free trads did not disrupt the
Empire, imperial preference . is nqt
desirable. The argument is that the
Empire will stand whether Britain re-
mains free trade or not. It follows that
the Imperial Confereace has a great
work to do even if it is not in a posi-
tion to deal with questicns affecting in-
ter-imperial trade. To hold, otherwise,
that is to follow out to their legitimate
conclusion the allegations made by a
section 'of the London press, failure on
thes part of the Brifish people to tax
breadstuffs means the disintegration of
the Empire. We do not believe that
even the people, who say this, really
hold such an absurd view.

“OUR LOST PROVINCE"”

This is the term applied by the Mon-
treal Star to the State of Maine. The
article in which the term appears is an
argument against reciprocity from the
condition of that state, which the Star
shows 1s not enjoying any great degree
of prosperity, although it possesses and
has always had all the advantages deriv-
able for reciprocity. We refer to the
expression for historical purpeses.

It has been one of the most frequent-
ly repeated charges against British dip-
lomacy, as it has affected what is now
Cana&a, that through the incompetence
of those who were charged with pro-
tecting our interests a large and very
valuable area was lost to the British
crown.. It is true that a !ate Canadian
writer has taken the opposite view, and
has contended that Great Britain really
was party to a fraud against the Unltetl
States, because her representatives
knew .full well that the boundary claim-
ed on behalf of that co‘untry was in
point of fact the correct one.. We think,
however, that the obinlon of. those who
were contemporary with the decision is
worth more than that of ‘any reviewer
writing nearly three-quarters of a cen-
tury after the line was determined to
the mutual satisfaction of both govern-
ments, however unsatisfactory it may
have been to the people of the two eoun-
tries.

The fundamental facts of the case aré
that not the whole of what is now' the
State of :Maine, but only the northern
part of it was in guestion: - The north-
ern and eastern boundaries wers in dis-
pute. Their location depended upon the
identification of a helght of land and a
river. The British contention was, ‘sub-

would not welcome heartlly a; compre-v

imended.

end of the Empire had come. - A former:| -

sary it was felt to combat the idea that’

‘banks shall be made up.of the best men

This is-history, ‘and. if its_tendency . is’

Sir Wilfrid: Laurier s the only sur-

about many cmmget;

The public spirit exhibited by & num-
ber. of Victoria gentlemen. in providing
‘the’ needed capital’ for ' the establish-
ment of a school for girls in this clty\
that will take ‘a place somewhat sim-
{lar to’ that occupled by the University
school for 'boys ls to.be highly com-,

The Presbyterian Synod of Montreal
‘bas passed a resolution asking for
legislation declaring marriage to be
purely a ‘civil confract, to be ' supple-
mented by religious ceremonies at the
option of the contracting parties. The
resolution declares that - thig” decision
has been reached “with . great relucs
tance.” i

“Are ba.nk‘ clerks overworked?” asks
an eastern conteinporary. We'are of the
opinion that out in this part of the world
they are both overworked and under-
paid.” It is all very well, as our con-
temporary suggests; to . say that the

to the public that the staffs  of - the

available for ‘sueh work, -and . not of
young  fellows, who either - use their
positions as a stepping stone to some-
thing. else, or are mcam}ue of garning.a
man’'s pay at some other hﬁlneu,

There is ‘a ’disousslon 7going on in
‘Montreal as .to whether the cession of
Canada by France to Great Brltaln re-
served the right of the French to their
own: law and 1anguage. There’ is" no
doubt at all that it did not, as any one
can learn by reading the prqto‘cols agreed
to at Versailles. All that was rescrved
to the French populgtion was the right
to withdraw from the country and take
their goods witlh them; but the French
king asked that those who might choose
to remain in the country would be per-
mitted to retain their property and to
worship God according’ to the dictates
of their consciences.

ARBITRATION TREATY

Outline  of - Draft /Convention Cabled
Home by British and FPrench
Ambassadors.

WASHINGTON, " May 18.—Ambassa-
dors Bryece and Jusserand today -cabled
their “home governments- the tentativs

tween the United States and Great Brit-
ain and France which was submitted to
them. by. Secretary Knox yesterday.

Both ambassadors acted quickly on
the matter, The next move will be in
the foreign offices of Great Britain and
France.

It is expected that ..ie time is not far
distant when both Messrs. Bryce and
Jusserand will receive ‘definite instruc-
tions to proceed to the negotiation of a
convention on the basis of Secretary |
KnoXx's ‘'suggestions.

i e
Increasing Dividend

WINNIPEG, May 18.—At a meeting of
shareholders of Winnipeg Electric. yes-
terday afternoon it was decided to in-
crease the quarterly ‘dividends to three
per cent., payable July 1 to sharehold- |
ers of June 19, or twelve per cent. per
annum, an increase-of -two per cent. It
is understood, however, in local finan-
cial circles, that this increase has been
anticipated, and in itself does not ex-
plain the sensational movements ‘of
tbis stock during the last few weeks.

—_—
University for Hamburg.

HAMBURG, May 18.—The senate of
the city of Hamburg has passed a res-
olution recommending that the colonia.l
institute established there some, years
ago to train men for the colonial ser-
vice shall be developed into an inde-
pendent Institution.  This is regarded/|
§s the first official step in/ the move-

The. city already devotes $500,000 an-)

institutions, and the . project evidently

‘viving- member of the Colonial: Confer-|!
Jenceof 1897 Fourteen years hring

clerks can leave ‘their positions if they |
4o mot- like: them; but it is of interest

outline of .an arbitration convention be-{

ment to found a university in Hamburg. ||

nually towards the cost of its scientific |

is to merge the latter into one univer-

It is suggestéd that ‘the example of
Munster, whose . university includes ;

culty, might be followed and that thoso
two faculties-be added as soon as the

‘university is on a firm footing.

sity, though this word is as yet avoided. |

neither a- theological nor a medical fa- H}

P‘nced
from, each

1T'S TIME

 YOU HAD,

THAT WEDDING GIFT
"PICKED OUT.
IT'S ONLY
A FEW DAYS
TILL JUNE.

‘COME TODAY!

IT'S A GOOD TIME
TO CHOOSE THE GIF1
WE HAVE
JUST RECEIVED ~
_ SOME ‘NEW GOODS
ON OUR FIRST FLOOR
JUST IN TIME
FOR THE JUNE BRIDE

(8

A Splendxd Stock of Sterlmg Silver Just Arrived

CHOOSE FROM THESE NEW ARRIVALS

; Sterlmg Silyer is a popular weddmg gift because it is dainty and practlcally everlastmg
ideal wedding gift.

Sterling Silver.

It appeals to many as an

If you have a:wedding present to purchase, come in and let us show iyou these dainty pieces in
Many of the pieces which arrived yesterday are ent1rely new,  Our stock o

fers an excellent choice and

we welcome a-visit of inspection.” Come in and see the very latest in silver. These will please you, we know. Here are a

few of: the new arrivals:

Sterlmg Silver Salt and Pepper Shakers, from, per paif;
$2:50 to o e .$1.00

Sterling Silver Pel.)per Shaker, blue glass, plerced silver;-

PEL DRI oo v ek bt e .. $3.75
Sterling Silver Salt Cellars, pnerced silver with: blue lining,
Derpal S .. :$3.00
Sterling’ Silver Butter ‘Dishes. Something entlrely new.
From* $6@o to 5.00
Sterling: Silver Bon Bori Dlghes from, each, .......$2.50.
Sterling luSlxver Photo _ Frames, 'many deslgns, from;

each o $2. 00
Sterlmg lever Cologne Bottles, from each. $5.00 to $2.00

ors sigmsy sterling top, from each, $400to .....
i Sterlilg Silver Vases, other patterhs, front  each, ‘$4:00

Sterling Silver Bottle Openers, from, each ........$2.00
Sterling Silver Salad Servers, assorted patterns, per
Pair Liiam . $4.00
Sterling Sllver Marmalade Jars, somethmg entirely new
in these, from $12.00 to .$4.50
Sterling  Silver Mustard Pots, laroe variety, from each.
$6.00 to SRR .............$200
Sterhng Silver Vases etclied patterns very graceful de-

- . $2.00

10 k-t : $1 50
Sterlmg Sllver Napkm Rlngs, from, each $3.50 to..$2.00

Here Are a Few Articles and Prices of Interest
IN OUR SILVER DEPARTMENT

We want you to come in and see these unusually dainty creations in Silver Plate. You cannot rightly judge the fair-
ness of the prices given below without an inspection and ‘comparison of the goods. You'll appreciate the fairness of our

prices when you pay this department a visit.
gredt exhibition awaiting you here.

Tea Sets, from

Individual Castors, from ......
Casseroles, from, each .......
Marmalade Dishes, from, each
Card Receivers, from, each- ...
Egg Cruets, from, each .
Butter Dishes, from TR
Teaspoons from, per dozen ..
Table Forks from perdozeh. ... ...k
Berry Spoons, from, each .....
Butter Knives, from, each ....
Fruit Knives, from, per dozen
Cake Baskets, from, each
Sandwich Plates, from

Bon Bon Dishes, from, each ..
Berry Dishes, from, each

.$15.00

These come from the largest silverware factory in the world. You have.a

Salt and Pepper Shakers, from, per pair . ..81.00
Table Spoons, from, per dozen ......... . ..36.50
Dessert Forks, from, per dozen ...... .-$6.00
Cold Meat [Forks, from, each ...... ....> ~..$1.25
Child’ Sets, 3 pieces, from ... : ..$1.50
Waiters, from, each ..$5.00
Almond Sets, from, each ... ..$6.00
Bake Dishes, from, each ......... ..$5.00
Napkin Rings, from, each v...35¢
Bean:Pots trom, daeh’ 7. 48 o i ..$9.00
Fern Dishes, from; each ... ... 892.50
Dessert Spoons, from, per dozen ....,.. ..$6.00
Pie Knives, from, each .$2.50
Sugar Shells, from, each ......... . : ...00¢
Nut Crackers, from, each ....,. .$1.00
A. D. Coffee Spoons, from, per dozen ... .$4.00

-“1847 Rogers Bros.” Silver-—Best Plate

THE BEST IN SILVER-PLATED FLATWARE FOR TABLE USE—GOOD ASSORTMENT

As far back as 1847 this silverware has been recoormzed as the leading brand.

Ever since that date the name “18:7

Rogers Bros.” on a silverplate signified that it was the very best\quality and stood, for reliability, quality and design,
then as now, and for silverplated flatware for table use. There’s nothing can excel this brand.

“VESTA” “AVAON” @ “LOTUS” “TIPPED”

“WINDSOR”

These afre a few of the patterns we carry in the “1847 Rogers Bro?"S&Lftw‘are. You'll fmd a pattern you like, for
have many dainty creations. ‘Come here when you want anything in

Teaspoons, Table Spoons, Dessert Spoons, Dessert Forks, Table Forks

See the Hammocks from

$1.75 Each

+ We carry a large and exclusive lme of Hammocks, and the prices are
SO \'ery reasonable that there is no reason why every lover of comfort

should not eénjoy the pleasure of owning one.
sell fast because they are thé most popular.

These are hammocks that
If you want one, make your

choice today. The ceiling of our second floor is covered with beautiful
'hammocks, all ready for you to make your selection easy. You’ll like the
kind we show on our second floor. From $1.75 each.-

The Most
Furniture
Is Skovm
and 'Sold ;

»
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