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Bzeroxre these lines shall have met the
eye of the reader, .the old year “with its
griefs and joys, its disappointments and
successes, will be no more, and its suc-
cessor will have been ushered in with the
customary manifestations of satisfaction
and pleasure. The past has been & some-
what eventful year for our Colony. Since
its dawn we have advanced steadily in
the development of some of our most im~
portant industries and resources. The
demand from abroad for most of our pro
ductions has doubled.  Agricnliure has
increased fourfold, and we no longer de-
pend for supplies of the most necessary
articles of food upon a foreign country,
The troublesome question'of the seat of
Governmert has been settled in a satis~
factory manner to the Colony. at large,
and a froitful sourge of heartburning and
illfeeling having been set at rest forever,
the ‘people, who at one time were pro-||
fonndly Sagitated on the snbjgct have
settled down tvhgwunte plrsmu, much

has been ‘mpheld abroad, “while at
home the nation has made important
advanees in the arts and ' sciences and
in' the exteneion’ of her commercial
and manufacturing interests. Ireland
bas been tranquilized, and the Con-
servative Ministry have made way for
Liberal sucoessors to whom  this Col=
ony may not sppeal in vain for relief,

Citizens of the adjoining country who
are resident among us will find eause
for rejoicing in the fact that their
troubles bid fair for a happy termin-
ation in the accession to the Presis
dential chair of their newly chosen
chief; and in no part of the world
will the assurance be received with
greater satisfaction than here. -

Taken *forall in-all,” while we do
not think the Colony will receive any
very large increase in its population |
during the present year, the improved
aspect of its productive and commeres
cisl interests is 8o great that we ex-
perience a  feeling of -sincere - pleasure
in wishing our veaders & Hsppy
and P«fosporons Now Yeat.
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quent cause to- hang our h ds wit
shame when reflecting upon our sad
litical condition. We were aocord-
ed the high privilege of paying for the
sudport of the inititutions of a Government
over which we had not even nominal
control. We could not elect even a
Legislative Councillor, bat were put
through the wretched farce of select~
ing members whose acceptance as such
was made dependent upon the ap~
proval of His Excellency. A ocause
for gratnla.uon is found in the fact
that this wnjust anomsly has been
finally abolished, and that the Execu-
tive Council is to be so far liberalized
a8 to admit fwo -popular advisers
among the official members. These
conceesions, though not a great deal
in themselves, nevertheless indicate
that the Governmént has found the
responsibility and odium attaching to
its irresponsible form are too heavy
for it to longer bear, and that it-is,de-~
girous of dividing the responsibility
with the people.” Let us hope that
the Government, with the dawn of
the new :year, has become sincerely
repentant, and that it will resolve to
make still further concessions by re~
turning to the people the control over
their own affairs and destinies of which'
they were illegally and unoonstitution-
ally deprived. '
The destruction by fire of Barker-
ville—our - prineipal - mining town—
and the dronght, which rendered gold
mining operatibhs for the latter. part
of the season a partial failure, are de~
plorable circumstances ; but ‘with or=,
dinary care a recurrence of the first
calamity may be averted; and we
must be allowed to indulge in the
earpest hope that the untoward eir«
cumstance which prevented 'a full
measure of prosperity attending the
labors ‘of ‘our gold miners may not|
again ocour.  Our brave little ciiy has
recovered from it commercial depress
3ion, ‘Credit and confidence are rew
stored, aud the prospects of our mer-
chants, we think, are greatly improved
Doring  the season two 'epidemics
spread alarm throughout our _midst
and struck down :several valusble

After minates of previous meeting had
been read and adopted, :

A commanication was read from the Chief
Engineer of the Viotoria Fire Department
pointing out the necessity of baving the firds
cisterns cleaned out, the mud now ocoupying
one-fourth of the space in each, which not
only reduced the qusntity of water available,
but was highly detrimental to ‘the working
of the engines, A resolution was adopted
by the Counoil expressive of the desire of
the Council to have the necessary work done,
and to memorialize His Excellency the Gov-
ernor for permission to utilize the ochain-
gang for that purpose.

‘An account from Messrs Hibben & Co for
$39 42 for stationary, referred to Fioance
Committee.

A communication was read from E Mal~
landaine notifyiog the Council on bebalf of
the Road Commissioners that a portion. of
statute labor, in'conjanction with labor from
Corporation avd Lande'and Works Departs
ment, would be applied to, the itnprovement
of Dougles street, from Johnson to the city
limits. On motion, the consideration was
deferred until-the estimates for ths . current
year sball have been passed.

The application of Edward Stamp,’ Esq,
for a small piece of land contiguous to his
ptemises whereon to build a stable, was re«
ferred to Street Committee for report,

‘The Council then went into committee of
the whole, Councillor Allatt in the Obair,
on the following by-laws, viz, No. 1, Foot=
patbs; 2, Highways ; 3, Highways (supple-
mental); 4, Defining duties of Fire Wardens;
5, Storage for Guopowder ; 6, Nuisances
7 Sanitary.

On the Crmmittee rising! and reporting
by-laws ccmplate, they were read a first
time and pessad by the Council, as a whole.

The Conacil then ad;ournod subjedt to
the call of the Mayor.

Tae race yesterday between Harris’-horse
‘Royal Bill;’ and : Smith’s horsa ¢ John,’ was
a very one sided affair a8 it tarned out. The
horses ' at “starting were both in first rate
order, and John took the lead, which he
maintained during the first balf of the run.
Royal Bill, however, ‘fesumed his ‘Royal’

rate as to reach the winning post nearly filty
yards in advance. ‘The race was for balf a
wile jonly; and very little moaey changed

bands on the evant. Tbe concourse was not
large.

Ix consequence ‘of the serious illness of a
relative of the American Consul  at this port
we are requested.to : state: that that goatles
maun’s family will pot receive calls 1geday.

members of society ; but for the past

hat the honor of t the Mother Oormt.ry

| tion bes been made ta-the eon:w ingned
- by stleast twonthirds ,af t...e. ra8id

Yage. If: the avimal be !

prerogative and shot ahead of John at such a-

-pponnt fence viewers. In asse one of the
parties s abséut from the Odvlony; it shall be
sufficient to ‘put ‘up a notice fa & ¢donspicr,
ous place, within: ‘the land ‘owned by the
pacty notified. | The fence vieWsrs being sat-
ised that proper notice has Béén‘given, may
proceed to decide all matters in dispute, in
case future subdivision of lsod requires a
new settlement of boundaries, another award
may be obtained by promding as before
the party at whose instance the award is
made, topay expenses. If, after an award,

either of the' parties_negleet ‘fo erect or re-
par the portion of fence. belonging to him
withio thirty days, then the affjoining land.
owner or ocoupier - may proded on to the
said land without being liable for trespass,
and repair or erect the feno&so required to
be repaired or erected,and recover the amount
from ‘the party so neglectiag to repair or
‘erect the fence us required. But the party
making such alterations shall not be allowed
to cut the necessary timber on the land of
the defaulting owner or occupier. In the event
of ‘cattle straying into lands within a Fence
Distriot, unprotected by a fence defioed as
lawfal, Do trepdsss- shall . be deemed to have
besn committed, any law te the contnry
notwithstandidg. . This Ogdine “al not
e applicable’ to soy dnatr&. toless «yplica-.

u,and

of owner of osttle,’be »
seven days. notice, the gwnec. i tise puuhu
sball be at liberty to sel! o, and re-
pay himself all costs & If any
dispute as to amoant of damage, te be settled
by Fence Vnewers, whose dedision sball be
fioal.

TERRIFIC GALI-—AIBIVAL OF THE ACTIVE
—SH1P ABKOBI —About 4 o’clock yesterday
afternoon a terrific gale sprang up from the
southeast and continned ‘with almost unex-
ampled violence until 8 o'plock;, when the
wind suddenly died away and aperfect calm
ensued.. The mail-steamer Aﬂﬁu ran .ioto
E:quimalt duriog the gsle, found it

passengers were the newly-appointed Colonial
Secretary Haokin and wife, Oapt Irving, and
T'Moody and wife, By a strange oversight
we received no list of passgmgers and are
indebted ‘to . Wells, Fargo’'& Co. for late.
papers. Duriog the gale the Americsn ‘bark
Delaware, from ' San Frangiigo in ballast,
was driven ashore near Fisgerd Light, while
attempting to eoter Esquimal¢ barbor.
Later—The American barque Delaware,
250 tons burden, Oapt J Robertson, from
Sitks in ballast, bound for Port Townsend
for a cargo. of lumber; ran Wihore at Fisw
,guard - Lighthouse where #he . lies on her
‘besmends. It sppears when lppronchnng
her destination a heavy gélegprung up from
south«east, aud for safety alithe vessel.and
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helm and went ashore &s :lrthtodr It is 'not
supposed likely that the barque is insured ;
she is about 20 years old. :

Wira minogled regret and: satistaction we
bave. to chronicle the early departure of
Father Maloney, so long and so favorably

Cathedral, ' Huamboldt Street. Regret: that
be is leaving - our’ midst;’ satisfaction in
knowing that He is appreciated by “his fellow
countrymen in San Franeifes, where he has
a unapimous-call.
congregation of St Andrew’s have made up

priately aoknqwledged

Tag Levlht.bln sailed” ﬁ-én New Weatininos
for _the Ball at Government Honse, which

her arxival,

impossible to enter this hasbop, Among ber |

crew thé Captain thought lt adent to ‘make | for Cdl lnlb !33
for Esquimalt harbor. - A e vy squall struck [ for lumbe ah board.
the vessel whed, near the /and gos. - oLl
fortunately the ‘veasel didimot -answer her The * Live-Forever * CO!H‘O“I‘S‘!

known ' a8 connected with St Andrew’s.

The wembers of “the’

a purse containing a handsome ‘stum, which:
was' presented to' him yestarday and appros.

ster yeqerday morbing at 1.0-%0, with gnestu_z gtttk Sel e nﬂi!!

came off last evening. We did not hear of

nox !bi' or omma m

demid, or contagious dis .
and all matters relating to Quarant
and boats entering any port or river i
Colony ; and any person interfetiog ‘with the

Board or its officers in any manner is mads |,
liable to a penalty not . exceeding .!50?0? bis i
the first, and 8500 for every snooeedmg ‘of- {1

fence.

Lovegs of good wine have now the means
at hand to gratify their tastes. Mt W S8 S
Green had opened & store for the sale o
genuine wines. Families may be supplied
with wioes and liquors of the choicest
quality: imported expressly for Mr Green.
‘We may mention, by the way, that Mr Green
has bad ocoogidereble experience in the wine
trade, and has rare faeilities for obtaining a
choice article in ‘Europe. - Although the
pricés are very moderate, as will be" seen by
the advertisement, the wines are guaranteed
pare.

CavirorNia CHAMPAGNE. — Last avemng‘
Mr W. Farron, of the Albambra Snmm
Room, sent our staffa bottle ef Lungcyergarip
Qalifernia Cbmpagne with which, to wish
the donor ‘and: sll 3he world a; Happy New
Year., ' The wine was so good that we don’t
know who to thank the most heartily—the
man who made the wine or the man who
sent itin, We therefora thank both: :Cal
iforoia is treading ‘closely upon the- heels 'as

are of the most uubltmﬁli
‘bridge, when completed, will be l model ‘o
strength if not of beauty.

THE BALL AT GoverNMENT House last
night- was a brilliaot affair. The spacious
rooms were crowded with ladies and geatle-
men, and dancilg’ was msiataiced till the
small hours. Governor and Mrs Seymour
were assiduous in: their attentions to guests,
and the epjoyment was unbounded.

Tux Great Paoific, ove of ibe largest vess
gels that Lias entered Sao Franciseo harbor,
sailed’ thence' a month since for Utsalady,
put bad nut'tniud upto last evening. . When
leaving below ‘ran's parrow escape of
goiog on the: roak- neat ' to when & brig ‘was
recently lost.

Lexce Rivea. —Heny raios ‘bave h!iou
at the dxggiuga lutely A few’' mipers re-
main at work ‘and make about ¢ grab.” Two
miners, with $800-in ‘gold apiece for their
summer’s work, retarned to‘town a féw days
ago. Very little snow has fallen this season.

Tee TziEcuara.—The line to. San Fran-
«cisco worked for a short time yesterday, and
a fow pnvate messages were received. In
the evening, while we were expecting’ news|D
dupatcbu, it got out of oxdor noulh of Glym
pia. -

Tn bark’ Pﬂ-ed Vietor, cnp:t -tan s,

Agﬂm

Epiror Brrrisa CoLoxnisT,—Your ©orress|

pondent J H L is evidently a great botanis,
and judging by the pyrotechaic Jdisplay in his
letter, in yesterday’s issue, has lived much

among Lycopads, uatil he has imbibed a oo~  Cal

siderable amount of tha epores of Lycopodium
‘Clavatiom and Selago or vogottble brimstone.
1 am sorry ;to have aroused bm scientific
wrath by my remarks “on the Semper viva
plant, and beg to assure him, bad be put on
a pair of spectacles;and read sccurately the
first- portion - of - my: letter; he would have
seen that my remarks in. reference to this
vegetable prodaction were: called forth by a|of
paragraph in your Tuesday’s iissue, and not

‘haviegseen the plant, wete “intended more
in' the - patore . of a guestion a8 to.its

‘correspondent comes forward
teously to set me right, and setting
difficalt ecience of Crytogamio Botany

Jto-mes “guilty of wife murder, eywugin -

ulm

some m orities mrlhmeph“ 'li‘
fore nchhgggimm pring. H K-

Don’t Regret “'no Good ﬂd 'l’hu.”

Mr Walter, M P, and proprietor of T%e
Times pewspaper, Londov, has just been
talking in Berkshire of some things which
used to - bappen under Lord Eldon and
Lord Liverpool.. A young mother, only nine«
teen, had her.husband taken by a presse
gacg. She bad two children, one at the
breast. She was almoststarving. Being in
a draper’s shop in Ludgate street, she took
up a piece of calico, She was observed,and
laid 1t down ‘again.’ It was not certain: that
she meant to:stealit, but judge and jury had
no doubt ofit, she was hanged. They
took her baby from ber at the prison door,
and she died'at Ty urn, *

Apgother o;ﬁmon in_ those good old days
was that of a for cuttiog down a cherry
tree. In this 'case the judge—a *hasging
judge,” beyond all question—observed that
ba who would ent down a cherry tree would
kill s man. Now all-parties in these'days
agree to-condemn - atroeities such: as these,
of which_it may be said, they made Governs
ment infamous, . And those we have ;
mbynomuad ’ ryaxlmp%el. &é".’u iy

fi il more | - sirange )
&mpcmon wal'shown nﬁt
{which'is not a0’ American imporiation),:
other brotal offenses. All parties can  onl
vie with each other in expressing the u
borror-for' deeds of this chamtet.
#*THE LULLABY OF A FEMALE CONVICT xp
HER, CHILD THE NIGHT PREVIOUS T0
HER EXECUTION.

I Bleep, ba y mine, enkerchieft on my bosom,

Thy cries they pierce againit my_ bleeding breut
Sleep, baby 1iine ; not long thow’.t have a mo&er
To Iunthpe fondiy in her arms to rest.
Baby, why dost thou keep this‘sad complaining?'
Long from mine éyes have kind!y slumbers
Hush | hush my babet the night is quickly wunlng,
. And I w.ould faiv ¢ompose my aching bed.
Poor wayward wretch! and who will heed thy weeping
When goon an outcast on the world thou’lt be?

Who then will soothe ttiee when thy tnother'a sleeping
In her Jow grave ot shame aad itfamy?

Sloep. baby mlne To-morrow I must leave thee;
And I would spateh.an interval of rest ;

Sleep these last momenta, erc the laws bm-eave
For neverajorg:uhou’lt preés 2 mother’s bresst.

/8ir Philip Sydney has § poem beginning. ¢* Sleep, baby
mine. 3

A CANDIDATE'S Op1xions, ~In the Far
West as elsewhere, ‘there are legislators
who are not too much iu earnest. I res
commend to, some of our present candix

dates for British sufffages the following

close to a Far ‘Western election
address: “ﬁentlemen,"x said the ' candis
da.ta, “after having gnen his sentiments

& 99 mootgon, ” the * Monroe

,hkq tdpws “ gentle-

an, but,
of they don’t
soot you they kenbe . —All :

Year Bound

Tag daﬂ ter - or Pro!enon Innlht; of
Gotingea, 2 tmgb h:nmd

i oto the sea
m ﬁ'om Londou to.

e

‘anadalterated Olndhp go to B,
m’s, Fort street ; hshu A lnndxdus»

sortment orn&m Ocq!eoﬁoury. insluding
Fig Pasts, “the. only smra in town that bas -
got it. "Algo, Gum Drepc abd ‘Rook Candy,
of . & quality ‘superior to'any ever made by -
Oon!eetﬁmm in this Colooy.

‘any. sort. . Please call
mokiog _your pmﬁuu, and my

mm«ﬁw—.»-
fmtnﬂl colonring aod deleterious ing




