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A Veﬁerar’ Story

Tir. Joseph Eleme«
merich, an old soldier,
529 E. 146th St,, N. Y,
City, writes us volun-
tarily. In 1862, at the
vattle of Fair Oaks, he
vas stricken with
yphoid fever, and
after a long struggle in
hospi lasting
eral years,
charged a3 incurable
with Consumption.

s
“Jos. Hemmerich
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CCURTS OF PEACE
Proposal to Discourage Litigation in
-eanada by a New [lethod.

It Works Well in £witzerland and
Norway. |
Titus, Toronto.]
There isa g \I concensus of opinion
wve too much legislation. Can it
By many amendments to our
m we have had its £ 1
hat is needed is an ea
3 en the amount, Apparer
ur legi wre convinced that they have
lone tm ir h.ny when they have provided
by which litigants can wage |
" assisted by all the mod un’
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he futherance of law suits, the time wasted |
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tructing their own advisers and agents
rocuring witnesses and 1 other evider
sgether with the time and cnergy de \ouu |
, the preparation m'\ conduct of this ci
carfare of other people by the

ody of men who constitute the lega
-wxuu, Hv judges and other of

well as the large amour
.‘ out of the public funds for t
e of the bailc

n.L‘]‘r

1

| court of law, even
{

1
| Lt
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pended in | W

be settled far more easily than afterwards,
with less expense and less ill-feeling be-
tween the parties.

Although we have many courts for the
carrying on of litigation, we have no court
organized for the purpose of settling difter
ences by reconciling the parties, and thus
preventing the strife which is carried on
in every court of law.

COURTS OF CONCILIATION.

To meet the deficiency I suggest that
within every municipality there should be
selected a number of eommissioners suffi
cient to perform the duties which I shall
presently indicate. Theee commig-
sioners should be selected, mnot for
their technical knowledge of law,
although that should not be an objection,
but particularly with a view to their in-
telligence, good common sense, natura
sense of fairness and justice and tor their
ability as peacemakers, each of those com-
missioners with his clerk to form a court of
conciliatic

HOD OF PROCEDURE.

Before any civii action could be brought
the parties should be compelled to take the
following or similar proceeding: The party
complaining, should in writing, in plain,
simple, everyday language, as he would
recite his grievances to his friend, state his
cause of complaintand what he wishes the
other [mrty (the detendant) to do or refrain
from doing, and requesting that the defe n(i-
ant be required to meet him in the court o!
conciliation. Upon this (in duplicate) being
delivered to the commissioner he should
write the summons of the court, fixing the
day of hearing ufbon the complaint and
cause the same to be delivered to the
defendant, at the same time notifying the
plaintiff of the time and place of meeting.

The to the controversy are to
attend in person, and no other person is to
be permitted to attend on behalf of either
of them, except when the same is rendered
necegsary by the sickness, infancy, insanity
or other sufficient reason or disability of
the party of which the commissioner is to
be the judge; and in no care is any lawyer
to he permitted to attend on behalf of any
other persen

If a party fail to appear without good
excuse he thould be compelled to pay the
costs of any subseque nt proce dings ina
though should win
the case, and no action ot t class men-
ioned should be permitted to be brought
in the courts of law until after the same
had been brought before the court of con-
ciliation.
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ioner, they should there
g, it being the duty of
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Xu ,uuwulm rs before the commiseioner
Innu be strictly private and without
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eions there madec uld not be available
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We find among

these men many who are
moved by nobler impuise than that of
selfish interest, and such prevent or
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JUDGMENT TO BE FINAL.
1f the settlement is reached
to that effect should be forthwi
copy given to each, and either can
it in the same manner as other
d conclusive.
ure to scttle, the

it to be fin
event of a

of cour

In th

centiv

the commigsioner
te 8 arb

heir decision in the cap

he dec yn in either case Lo have the

attachen

win achievement

& it, is made ap of ty mermbers

| tends to broaden the mind,

| causing as they do,

pood |

of whom acts as chairman and clerk, ||

These officiale are chosen for a term of)
three years at a special election, by the!
voters of the district from among three)
men nominated by the cny or parish|
council, Only men above 25 years of age|
are eligible, and the law expressly provides
that only ‘good’ men may be placed in
vomination, The court meets at a certain
plucu. day and hour, every woek in the
cities and every month in the conntry dis

tricts, It is not public. The proceedings
are carried on with closed doors and the
commissionere are bound to secrecy.
Nothing of what transpires is permitted to
reach the outside world. Admissions or
concessions made by one party eannot be
used against him by his ndvusury if the
case should come up for trial in the regular
courts, But a party willing to settle
before the commissioners is entitled to a
certificate to that affect.

“*Before this informal tribunal all parties
to civil or private cases must appear
Failure to answer in person—except in
specially presented cases when a represent-
ative, other than a lawyer, is allowed—is
pur #hed by the obligation to pay all cost
of the formal trial subsequent, whatever be
its decision. A fee of 25 cents charged the
plaintifi for 1 the summons, and a
second of 50 ce m s in case of conciliation,
are all the costs possible.

““The office of the commissioner has come
to be one of great honor, : "d the best men
in the cnuul:y are h(»utui, nor have the
‘courts’ been allowed to come into ‘politics.

*“T'he influence of the court of conciliation
is brought to bear upon a legal controversy
while it is yet possible to bridge the chasm
by peaceable means.
made up his mind to seek redress, but be-
e he can rush into court he must pas
cugh the gates of peace.”

cases are peaceably adjusted in these courts.
In Norway it is regarded as one of the

corner stones of the mational system of

justice, and it is not an exaggeration to say |

that any attempt to abolish it would pre
voke a revolution.

ALSO IN SWITZE
sume method of settling their differ-
is also in force in Switzerland. Before
on can be brought in the eourts of

RLAND.

Th
enc
any ac
law there,
to appear before a functionary knownjas the
“Juge de Paix,” who is elected and is
alwaysone of the worthiest citizens of the
community. Each then states his side of
the case, and the duty
endeavor toreconcile the differences, As the
only persous permitted to be presentare the
““Juge” and the itants, in nearly every
case this eflort is successful.

THE MORAL GAIN.

Although the benefits are groat, regarded
from a financial point of view, yet a result
more important, a benefit far greater than
that which may flow from the savmp of
time, money and energy wasted in the
pureuit of our fellow-man in the courts of
law, will be the gradually increasing recog-
nition of the rights of others; a growing
ability in the individual to see both ~i~lu
of a question, and, resulting from this,
fairness of mind which must tend eventu-

ally to render not only courvs of law, but |
| portunity to buy first-class gar-

even courts of conciliation, unnecessary.
I can imagine few grander objects, few
more far-reaching reforms than this whic
and which rests
1pon the basis of love and conciliation, a
warked contrast to our courts of law,
feelinge of revinge and
» enmity. Upon the intellect, courts
v produce cunning, sharpness; courts
of conciliation produce wisdom, breadth,
Ina litigious people there must be dis-
sension and the seeds of national decay;
while on the other hand, a people who hav
1 a character which finds no occa
of law, have in that charac-
safeguard against natio
found in mere engines

develope

1 for courts
r a bettor
1 than is to be
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FASHIONABLE ATTIRE

within the reach of everybody.
All during the season our big
stock of Mantles has been the
most stylish, the most elegant,
the most sought after.  What
was the largest stock of Fall and
Winter Wraps ever brought to
London has been so much re-
duced that we were compelled
to repeat our order, One case
came to hand last week. An-

other came in yesterday. These
are our finest. They are abso
lutely incomparable in quality,
trlmmlngs and fineness.

]
|

|

COMFORTABLE

to look at and comfortable to
wear. Beside, they fit the form
so gracefully that 'hLy are the
subject of remark on all sides.
Where one has been sold it in|
many cases has been the means |
of selling several, And this is|
the way the large assortment |
has distributed itself among our
numerous patrons. Do not al-|
low the balance to pass out with- f
out procuring one Such an op- |

ments, fashionably made, ut SO
very low prices, should appeal
to every one who desires to|
economize. The enormity of
our business enables us to pur-
chase cheaply in large quantities,
and this advantageous factor is |
handed over to our|
We do the Mantle busi- |

| ness for Western Ontario. We|
have the stock, the trade and
| the convenicnces. Our prices |

are right. They tell every time
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FOR AMATEUR SINGERS.

The Advantage of Singing Over Other |
Accomplishments—Mistakes to
be Avoided

Good singing has a great advantage over
other accomplishment It give the
t amount of pleasure to othe and,

as rule, ie a never failing rource of delight
t It i reise which
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chests b been permanently
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