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Tvwri*..m rwthe pallor ôf hcr fac< assuming an j 
ashen-gray hue, hef hands drooping 
by her side, her eyes wide open, but 
dim and miserable. It seemed to Step­
hen that the distress she felt had 
taken away all her strength, she look­
ed so lifeless and feeble; and, When 
she spoke again, her voice was low 
and faint, like the voice of one enfeeb­
led by a long illness.

“Even if he does not tome back,” 
she said, "they will not think him 
guilty long. Frank was so good and 
gentle, he would not hurt- any one, not­
withstanding that When he was angry 
he said foolish things. Stephen, do 
you believe him guilty?”

As the great miserable eyes were 
turned upon his 'face, Stephen felt 
the color rise slowly in it. How could 
he tell her the truth? How could he 
say that he believed Frank Greyille 
guilty of such a heinous crime? And 
yet, as he stood there, his heart was 
full of bitterness and wrath, and he 
believed in Frank’s guilt as firmly as 
he believed In his own existence.
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gutvely; and Sidney, as *i.c. stood by 
tl;s flrc,jiut out her hand suddenly and 
caught at the mantel-shelf, as it sh> 
needed i£p support.

“Why did she go?” she asked, pite­
ously. “She did---- L Oh, Stephcift tell

"You will have some tea?” site said, 
abruptly, looking up at him with rest­
less shining eyes, in which Stephen 
could read the agony of fear she 
strove to conceal, which made his 
heart ache for her.

“Thank you,” he answered, and tried 
to add a few words ; but he could not 
steady his voice sufficiently, and he 
took the tea from her in silence.

Her hand was the steadier of the 
two, then, and she drank some tea 
eagerly, thirstily, as if her throat were 
dry and parched ; then putting down 
the cup, she moved over the fire, and 
said, in the same abrupt manner:

“You must have known I should 
come home, Stephen. * I was anxious 
to hear all about this terrible business, j 
Did you know of it when you saw me 
off yesterday morning?”

“I knew this much,” he answered, 
gently, "that Squire Rutledge was 
dead, that his servants had found him 
in his library that morning.”

"And papa was there?”
"Yes.” *
"And you letrme go!” she said, pas­

sionately. “You should have known 
that I could have borne it better here 
ïjtan there; it is horjible; but----- ”

“Dr. Arnold wished you to go," Step- 
An interrupted, gravely. “We hoped 
to keep it from you for a time.”

“How could it be kept from me?” 
she said bitterly. "All the country 
knows it now, of course; why should 
not I?”

Ah, why- Stephen thought sadly, as 
he stood opposite to her, feeling as if 
this thing which Dr. Arnold had asked 
him to do were beyond his strength. 
How could he tell her—this woman 
whom he loved so dearly, for whom he 
would willingly have laid down his 
litp—that the man she loved was a 
murderer?

“It Is very horrible,” Sidney went on 
trying to speak calmly. “But such 
things happen at times; and one never
knows when----- Poor Mrs. Rutledge
—it is terrible for her! How does she 
hear It? Who did it? Is there any 
suspicion?” “

She was talking with feverish eager­
ness, almost incoherence, and Stephen 
could see how she was trembling, and 
knew that it was better she should 
learn the worst at once. And yet how 
could he tell her? I

“He was quite dead, the papers 
said," she went on, in the same ner- ;

“You believe hin guilty,
.ney, calmly; "hut you are wrong. Xven 
if all the world bettieved It, I should 
hold him ir.nocent. He said wild things | 
truly." she went on, slowly rising to 

: her feet, “and—and she had great In­
fluence over him; but—he had prom­
ised me, and Frank would keep his 
word.”

“She drove him mad!" Stephen de­
clared, bitterly. "She encouraged and 
fooled him to the top of his bent. He 
was but a tool in her hands—Heaven 
forgive her!"

“Heaven forgive her indeed!” Sid­
ney echoed, faintly, raising her hands 
to her brow for a moment and push­
ing back her hair from it. "And she is 
gone too, you say; and people think 
that—oh, great Heaven, how horrible! 
—they have gone together."

A wild peal of hysterical laughter 
broke from her as she uttered the 
words, laughter which was more ter­
rible to listen to than any passion of 
tears or sobs could have been, and 
which made Stephen shudder as he 
heard it, while the fever and excite­
ment in her eyes now, the burning 
flush upon her face, were even more 
alarming than the listless, mournful 
calmness of the minute before.

“Sidney, Sidney ! " he said, tenderly, 
trying to take the little hands which 
moved so restlessly in her agitation. 
"Hush, dear child! Do not give away 
—it pains me to hear you!”

“They think they have gone togeth­
er,” she repeated, “the murderer and 
the murdered man's wife! Is not that 
horrible? And they believe that 
Frank is capable of such vileness— 
that he killed the squire to get posses­
sion of the squire’s wife ! ” And again 
the peal of hysterical horrible laugh­
ter echoed through the room, and the 
little restless, tburning lingers strove 
to disengage themselves from Step­
hen Daunt’s tender, detaining hands.

Even In the suffering of after years 
Stephen never forgot the keen pain of 
that hour. It it had been possible for 
him then, by the sacrifice of his own 
life, to bring Frank GrevlUe to her 
side, cleared of the crime imputed to 
him, he would have made that sacri­
fice. To see her, his darling, the dear­
est thing in all the world to him, the 
prey to such horror was almost more 
than he could bear, and the anguish 
on his face was great euough to re­
call the unhappy girl ih some meas­
ure to herself.

"Forgive me,” she said faintly, “for­
give me. 1 will not distress you again. 
Soc—I am cairn now! I wonder why 
papa does cot come?"

“He is at the inquest. Sidney.”
"There is an Inquest, then," she 

There was a little silence then. Sid- i said dreamily, “anti the verdict will 
Stephen said, ney lay back motionless in cor chair, ' decide. Stephen, how can ws bear?

Will you go? You may safely leave 
me—see'how calm I am!" j

Calm, poor child, when she was 
trembling from head to foot in such 
a way that she could stand only with 
his support—calm, with - those burn­
ing eyes and parched, dry lips?

“Dr. Arnold will send immediately,” I 
he said, gently. “He promised me. 
aud he never breaks his word, you 
kno w ; his messenger must qoon be 
here, Sidney."

"Then I will wait. No, 1 cannot sit 
down ; I must walk," she said, pite­
ously, disengaging herself from his 
supporting arm. “I am not faint; but 
it is warm here.” ’ . '
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CHIEF.a horrified unseeing gaze; her white 

lips parted as if about to speak, but 
no words came.

“He is not here to clear himself,” 
Stephen went on, brokenly; “and peo­
ple are so apt to be suspicious, you 
know, dear, without any ground. They 
think he has run away to escape^pun- 
ishment.”
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The word broke from her almost 
with a groan, the clasp of her fingers 
over his relaxed suddenly, and she 
slunk back in her chair, white, droop­
ing, nerveless, but perfectly conscious 
still, though Stephen, startled by the 
sudden collapse of the slender figure, 
thought she was going to faint.

“Pebple say all sorts of things,” he 
went on, hurriedly, “true and untrue,
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Water SiYes, I see; they think he has run 
' “Yes. He had been dead some hours away,” she said, with a strange hollow 
when Dr Arnold reached the Hall." | tone in the low faint voice. "Ah, why

did he go nowT-—for he is innocent.”
“He will come back as soon as he 

hears,” Stephen remarked reassuring-

vous manner.

fcbô.lyr

rvien’s Caps“And—and the papers said that— 
that Mrs. Rutledge had disappeared. 
That, of course, is not true; they al­
ways put such statements in the pap­
ers to excite people’s interest. It is 
not true, of course?”
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