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cmrmn XLIV.

“The eark!”'he murmured. “I know
ifim by his smallness! He has done
gmurder! The captain is at the bottom
.of ‘the ‘well!”

A moan of agony escaped Him as he
#ran and dropped onto his knees beside
4he narrow pit.

“Captain! captain!™ he cried.

There was no reply, and he rushed
Wo the stables. He knew every inch
§of the ground, and ‘procuring a rope
i&md a lantern, he returned to the well
Wvith fiying feet.

To lower the light was. but the
Bwork of a few moments, and his heart
mearly froze with horror . when it
';!’.ashed upon the upturned face of
X aptain Castlemon,

CHAPTER XLV.
Late as it was when he reached
Phome, after one of the most eventful

- =3

Campbell’s first inguiry was for his
mother. She had retired, the servant
said, and he semt her a kindly mes-
sage, asking her to see him if she
desired to hear good news, or, if she
was tired, the news would keep un-
til morning. 0

“Poor mother,” ‘he -thought. “Her
life has heen hard, and I ought to
deal more gently with her. Deserted
by her husband, at enmity with her
only brother, she has felt that the

easily fallen 2 pre{ to the crafty ton-
gue of Lawyer Grant.”

She came downstairs immediately,
and he saw that her eyes were red
with weeping.

“Oh, Noel, my son, I have had a
wretched day,” she said, “One of
the tradesmen saw you taken away by
.a policeman this - morning. What
have you been doing?”

“Nothing:\wrong, I hope, mother,”
he smiled. “It was the final coup of
your dear friend and mentor, Mr.
James Grant.”

“The bad man!” she exclaimed, in-
“I am beginning # see

dignantly.

days in the whole of his life, Noel |

whole world was against her, and has |/
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that hev has led me astray in all
things, and this news that my husband
—that your father has willfully de-
serted me, while I believed him to be
dead, is horribly mortifying.”
“Never mind, dear mother; the
clouds are breaking, and there is
glorious sunshine in the rifts. Mr.
Grant is beaten clear out of the field,

Every cent that I owed to him and to

Miss Cleveland is paid. ﬁ_)ur.hono
and our good name are uivd .y
The next morning the mnx‘!gl-
low had a surprise in the shun of a
letter from Lawyer Grant. "ﬂxtt is
what he wrote: \ L ;f,,

DEAR S1IR: -,-! ‘have sentia choek te
Webster—tire prige of his silence; but
there is no denying the !Mzt ‘ﬂl&t I
am a broken!and ruined ‘man; -One
whisper, and the whole of my enemies
will attack me, Did you ever:know.of
a scandal-that could be entirely hush-
ed up?’ I hevér did in aﬂ my ‘career,
and I should never again kmow peace
in this country. It is, therefore, my
intention to.dispose of my property
and go abroad at once. From a safe
distance I can make an explanation to
Mrs. Grant. : Under existing circum-
stances I daré not face her with the
awful story. ‘It would mean social
ruin to her and her daughter, and the
only value I have ever been to either
was the society my position as a
prominent lawyer secured -for them,
About poer Sir John Sterne,"mo one |
regrets that miiserable b\ilinou more
than I'do.- I believe that Castlemon
has lied right.through’except in- the
statement that Miss Sterne’s’ mother
was tricked into a marriage that was
no marrigge.” If :8ir John killed your
father, it*was ‘in- honorablé combat.
Let mé make what restitution’ I ean.
I sent-half-a~dozen- letters-to-Sir John
which goaded -him: on_to his death—
for I presume he is deadi by this time;
and these letters bore your signature
—forged, of ‘course.” 'Also the will Sir
John made in favor-of his child which
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5‘ rest assure:

was stolen by Smomn or hi-
agents, m.rxf:i& a long written
statement of the'way that your father
| met his-death. Sir John wrote this
to clear himaelf of the charges we
‘brought against him dnd addressed
it to his daughte¥, to be opened on-
1y in the event of his-death. Somer-
‘ton intends producing the will after
he has forced Miss Sterne to be his
wife. I think that you are clever and
determined enough to dutwit the earl,
now that ‘you 'havé ‘the cue  Again
regretting ‘'my conduct toward you,
Sir John Sterne, and his daughter, I
subscribe myself for the last time,

“faithfully yours,
JAMES GRANT.

Noel handed the letter to his mother
‘to read, and she was borrified to
learn- that among his other sins Mr,
Grant had committed bigamy.

“I ‘must take “care -of -these docu-
ments,” Campbell said. ~ “They will
be useful soon.”

! «And the poor child will inherit the
"unentailed property after all,” sighed
| his' mother.. “Oh, Noel, I am sorry
that I have been so short-sighted, and
it you love her so much, why should
there be any bar to your marriage?”’

“This is more good news for my
darling,” he thought, rapturously;
wgnd if she cares for me as I care
for her, she, will not find it so hard
to forgive me for the part that has in
a measure been thrust upon me.”

He was driven to Captain Parker's
house on the Euston road.

. His interview with the redoubtable

Jim has been recorded, and he retir-
ed unbeljeving and despondent. After
pacing about in the neighborhood for
ftwo/hours, he went to hiz chambers
in the Temple and wrote two-letters—
one to Elsle and one to Captain Par-
%er, “marking- on-the corner of both
envelopes:

“I¢ ‘away, please forward.”

-From Fleetwood street he proceeded
to the Barry road, at Dulwich, where
he had an interview with the faith-
ful Markham, which resulted in var-
ious capers of delight, which for so
staid and -elderly a_ person evinced
unusual, pleasure. '

He returned home and worked for
two days at the portrait of an alder-
man who hoped to be Lord Mayor of
London.

Saturday came, and still there was
no news of Hisie or of Captain Par-
Xer, and he began to fret and fume.
When Monday came, and Lis mail
contained nothing - of dnterest, Noel
resolved to ‘go to the Euston road
again, detérmined not to be put off by
a ‘hundred men on gdéard—if such a
number happened to be there.

“He had an appointment at twelve
o’c¢lock withthe plderman, who desir-
ed. a thick gold ch&in to be painted
ross his expansive chest in the por-
trait for ‘which he had sat. He was
coming at twolu o’clock to brlng the
identical chain, and Campbell was de-
termined not' to wait a minute later

that an hour.
He retired to his studio and was

glad to hear a carriage stop before
the house fully hglt-nn-hm before
he had expected tln alderman,

“] am much obuged to him for com-

'to ‘his feet half ’DM: that & tor-
Moorsnn.dbnllhutmaiu

from the house to his.studio.
Another moment-and a wild-eyed
old man burst nmy-. -revolver in
hud roaring:

‘:va, sir! ‘now, them, you double-
'dealing young libertine, ~where is
Miss Hisle Sterne?”

.. fi “Captain Parker!" efaculated Noel.
“%t is the meaning of this?”

*/ “The. meaning, sir, i8 that ¥f you

shoot. !tmnivh‘tntth‘nmto

' mmmwmthenﬂnrﬂzo- :
l want Misé,

hlwhlmml!

tng ¢arly,” he tmm, theh sprang|

wiy into the conservatory that led]

dcn't own i'..by !mch. !‘h‘ golu to! -

tion—"
“Avast!” roared Parker;
ly broke her heart, you villian!”
“Silence!” Noel said, sternly. “I
wrote to Miss Sterne at your place—"
“And I burned the letter,” inter-
rupted the captain,

‘“you near-

“Then you have been a most un-
warrantable liberty, sir. Your man
denied me admission, and I was the
bearer of joyful news—the news that
8ir John is in London, under my care,
alive and almost well, and that the
man he is supposed to have killed is
not dead at all!”

The captain looked dazed.

“But where is Elsie?” he said. “Will
you swear that you didn’t kidnap her
last night? A letter came saying that

you were ill at some hospital, and off
)

she gb'eo

set eyes om

“So. she
“My . poor
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Eme!” cried Noel.

f you a letter also,

Mfire! Forgive me,

gjudged you. Now

is she?”

This is the
Now, Mr.

2

gerton!

gep pace with me, '

ie's movements as
idvised you. There

_ " be lost.”

gide of you in a

re, I'm going to
fPun half over Lon-

1

Come on!

orgotten, and in

nd Captain Parker

A

were being driven to Guy’s Hospital

By the time they were fully satise

fied that Elsie was not in London and

had traced her to Waterloo Rallway |

Station it-was<nearly five o’clock.

This hopeful anticipation was real-
ized, and the news was of a most
startling nature in the shape of the
following telegram:

NOEL;- CAMPBELL, FEsq.:— Miss
Sterne brought here last night by
Somerton, We will 5P ; that she comes
to no' harm. ' Provt'that Sir John's
marriage was legal is here also. Come¢
early in.Tuesday meorning, and it is
only to be regretted that-Sir John is
not in_England.

JAMES -CASTLEMON.
HAROLD LAWSON.

(To be continued.)
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