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will ‘allow -us to call attention to‘
some errors in the report which you
have published of the meeting of }
Fish Exporters held at the Board of
Trade on Saturday last. Whilst the
report gives ‘full copies of the mes-
sages accusing Messrs. Hawes & Co.
of having broken the Spanish price
agreement, only a brief summary is
given of the lengthy reply made by
Mr. Hawes and that summary is net
an accurate one.

The following is a synopsis of the
reply given by Mr. Hawes:

There have during the past few

years been a number of agréements ]

made between the distributors  in
Spain of Newfoundland fish. None of
these agreements has lasted for any
length of time. In previous cases, as
in the present one, each of the part-
ies of the agreement has accused one
or more of the others of breaking
same,

One must in the first instance as-
sume the equal credibility of each of
the parties and, in order to form a
reasonable judgment in face of the
contradictory statements, it is neces-
sary to examine the surrounding
circumstances, and look for some
external assistance as to which ver-
sion of the case bears evidence of
truthfulness. The circumstances in
connection with the present agree-
ment are as follows:

It was arranged that the four
firms operating in Spain would meet !
in Madrid on the 29th of October. On |

the eve of this date Mr. Lazo an- |

nounced that he was wunwell and
therefore unable to travel to Madrid :
to attend the meeting. As a matter
of fact, however, on the date in ques-

tion he was able to travel to another |

part of Spain on other business. Dur-
ing the interval between the arrange-
ment to hold the meeting and the
date on which it was actually held,
5th November, Messrs. Lazo, through
urged
buyers throughout the Spanish mar-
ket to purchase from Messrs. Hawes
as much fish as possible at the dis-
astrous price then ruling, warning
the buyers of the meeting which was
to be held to raise prices. It is sug-
gested that these tactics indicate a
selfish policy rather than any co-
operative spirit for the benefit of all
parties.

At the Madrid meeting at which the
price agreement was come to, Messrs.
Campos and Hawes suggested to
Messrs. Lago that a quantity of Lab-
rador fish which had just arrived at
Alicante for the last named firn
should be transferred to them
(Hawes and Campos) to be sold hy
them for account of Messrs. Lazo at
prices in accordance with the agree-
ment. This suggestion was made as
the Alicante territory is one where
Messrs. Lazo do not usually operate.
The proposal was not agreed to but
Messrs. Lazo offered to sell the fish
to Messrs. Campos and Hawes jointly
to insure fulfilment of the agreement.
Messrs. Hawes and Campos agreed
and purchased the fish on the condi-
tion that Lazo would not discharge
any more fish at Alicante during the
existence of the agreement. Never-
theless the S. 8. “Kriton” which sail-
ed from Newfoundland on the 23rd of
November took a still larger quantity
of fish for Messrs. Lazo to Alicante.
This was a breach of the agreement
come to between the three firms, un-
less it is contended that when the
“Kriton” sailed from Newfoundland
the Madrid agreement was already at
an end. In effect, it undoubtedly was,
as the following shows:

On the 11 November, Mr. Hawes
received fro mhis firm the following
message which was shown, at the
time, to his supporters here:—

“Lazo on the day following meet- '

“ing Madrid sold 5 Pesetas
“agreed price antedating
“Faine glving extra
“other facilities. Both appar-
“ently working together tryins cap-
“ture our customers.”

In consultation with his shippers,
Mr. Hawes ,replied as follows: —
“Do utmost sustain price agreement
“even tolerating slight infracticns
“object sustain agreement longest
“possible. When break comes and
“prices collapse sell only minimum

under
invoice.

discounts and

was being ﬁeq!r aisld m the
of Newfoundland u}u nt,m fig

Madrid. Mr. Hawes explained that
‘his knowledge of -the facts was de-
pendent on cable messages which
‘were necessfarily brief, but that it ap-
peared to him from the telegram sent
here by Messrs. Gampos that his firm
had reduced the price 'in a perfectly
open way, even by advertisement, but
that he did not regard this as a breach
of agreement, seeing that the agree-
ment had notoriously been already
evaded and was therefore at an end.
Mr. Hawes admitted that it was argu-
able that his firm might
have given written notice, but there
was the precedent that all previous
price agreements had come te an
end without either of the parties
notifying the others; at y rate he
did not consider this a vital point,
being rather a matter of form than
spirit.

Mr. Hawes then said that for years
his firm had been accused by cer-
tain parties in Spain of breaking
prices and pointed out that, even
cred®ing him, in the past, with suf-
ficient callousness and disregard .of
the interest of the firms he represents
in Burope, there were certain reasons,
! which he submitted,
, such charges very carefully. In the
first place it has been the practice for
a number of years for Messrs. Hawes
to advance in the aggregate very con-
|siderab1e sums against fish shipped
to them. As an instance, he men-
tioned that, at one time, three of the
local banks held acceptances of his
firm to the amount of £470,000. He
suggested that a firm making such
advances had at least as much inter-
ests as anyone elee in sustaining val-

'gs, during the slump of 1920, when
ues on foreign markets. Neverthe-
the value of the stocks held by his
firm declined to some £50,000 less
than the amount they had advanced
against them, they were accused of
breaking prices.

Mr. Hawes then put forward even
a stronger reason for rejecting the
allegations of price cutting wade re-
garding his firm at the present time,
namely that having purchased 38,500

the highest price of the season, they
stood to lose more by the reduiction
of values on the foreign markets than

elsewhere.

Mr. Hawes further pointed out that,
although under his agreements with
exporters he was at liberty, if he
chose, to operate in the produce of
fisheries of other countries, his firm'
had always utilized the whole of their
rganization exclusively for the
{andling of Newfoundland produce.

r. Hawes then stated that at the
b%lnning of this season when his
firm opened the price of Labrador at
45|- ‘Messrs. Campos received,
through Messrs. Harrington and
White, a consignment of Iceland Lab-
rador and informed Messrs. Hawes,
quite frankly, that they intended to
sell same at 5 Pesetas (say 3s. 4d.)
less than whatever price the New-
foundland article was sold for. Mr.
Hawes remarked that he did not cen-
sure Messrs. Campos, who were
doubtless acting wisely in the inter-
ests of their principals, but he sub-
mitted that, under the circumstances
they could hardly claim to pose as
champions of the interests of the
Newfoundland exporters.

Further, Mr. Hawes stated that
when Messrs. Campos started cab-
ling their friends on this side regard-
ing the Spanish market, they held no

aceount of exporters, but had pur-
chased from Messrs. Lazo the large
shipment referred to above per S.S.
" Kriton, and he submitted that they
were merely interested in avoiding
1 perBonal pecuniary loss, regardless
of whether it was advisable in the
interests of Newfoundland to reduce
prices to meet Iceland competition.

Mr. Hawes mentioned the notorious
case of price cutting by Messrs. Lazo
on an occasion when Messrs. W. S.
Monroe, W. A. Munn and Charles
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fully met the smoker’s de- j}!
mand for delightful qual-
ity and mild character. 1

CASH’S
Tobacco Store.

WATER STREET.
:
> -

Bryant happened to be present in
Spain. These three gentlemen sent
a joint cable to the Board of Trlade
calling attention to  the fact that
Messrs. Lazo ‘had deliberately re-
duced the price of Shore fish in Spain,
where same had up to that time been
steady, by 10s. 2

Mr. Hawes then gave as his opinion
that the seat of the whole trouble
was not in Spain but in St. John’s.
He deprecated the factious spirit
amongst fish exporters and the exist-
ence of pro-Hawes and anti-Hawes

‘parties, He said that the group’ of

shippers which he represents on the
markets is satisfied with his methods
and he does not ask for the support of ,
other shippers, and that in acting as
' he and his group think in the manner |
calculated to be most beneficial for .

+ the interests of the latter, he -could

not at the same time be acting detri-
mentally to the interests of the trade
as a whole, and there was no reason ,
why a more co-operative spirit should
not prevail at this end amongst ex-
porters. .

In support of his view that the seat
of the trouble is here in St. John’s
he mentioned that last’ Summer his
managers in Alicante, at his instiga- |
tion, proposed to Messrs. Campos ;
that an agreement should be drawn '
jup between them by which, whilst |
each firm retained its own support-
ers in Newfoundland, their :joiuf:l

; 3ales should be pooled so as to re-

move any incentive for either party

. to increase sales by price cutting.

As a result, lengthy negotiations en-
sued and matters went so far that
an agreement was actually drafted,
and is now in St. John’s. The nego- '
tiations were, however, broken off |
at the last minute by Messrs. Cam-1
pos who said that they had received'
a cable from St. John’s stating that

“a strong anti-Hawes group was pre-!
pared to support Campos in fighting
Hawes.”

Mr. Hawes also stated that, by hiaa|
instructiens, one of his managers in.
Alicante visited Seville with a view
to a similar agreement with Messrs.
Lazo, but nothing came of the pro-
made,
and insisted upon a counter preposal |
that Messrs. Hawes should buy their
cold stores in Seville for 1,000,000
pesetas (£36,000) offering, in return,’
to go .out of the Newfoundland busi-
ness, as exporters, and to purchase
their requirements from Messrs, |
Hawes.

Mr. Hawes claimed that, in view
of the foregoing, his firm’s version
of the Madrid agreement was entitled
to be accepted as an honest one; he’
added that he had received a cable
from his office in London offering to
furnish proofs of the inaccuracy of
the statement made in the cables!
received fromi Messrs. Campos and
Lazo,

The signatories to this letter con-
sider Mr. Hawes’s reply to the charges

satisfactory and believe that all these
present at the meeting who weigh
that reply without prejudice ‘must
hold the same opinion.

The question which the Clumn
is reported to have put to Mr. Hawes
was not asked, and Mr. Hawes denjed |
that his actions towards Lazo & Co.,
explained the deliberate cut of 101-
in the price of shore fish and pqinud
out that this appeared to be an after
thought seeing that same was not j

mentioned at the time. a
Mr. Hawes did not'declare tln.t ﬂlh
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| energy and devotedness displayed by

‘the trunkfish of the tropical seéas is a

" to six months and. tor which no re-| Steamer four days and nights, when

‘ _ceivers could be found on the other|he Was stricken with pneumonia. The
‘Huropean markets, He also states

that it is mot correct that this fish| land and President ‘Adams and ships
had paid cold storage charges. | doctors prescribed treatment by ra- |
. The statements made by Mr. Munn | dio, but withont avail, and the cap-
regarding the methods employed by |tain died. Not having prayer book
. Messrs. Hawes on the markets are nor bible, and nome knowing the .
mgg)y incorrect, - Those methods are | Titual for burial of the dead at’ sea, |

known to us in detail and ‘approved | the President Adams, two hundred and
wirelessed ' the
burial sérvice, which Wwas repeated

of, a number ‘of us having investigat- forty miles away,

ed them on' the spot.
Mr. Hawes did not ‘state that he| over the body of the dead captain by

was a personal friend of Mr. Lawo| the chief officer, = while the tiny
but that his personal relations with| Ssteamer was tossed 850“'5 in - the

him had dlways been of an enmtirely | tempest. ; $

friendly character and that the rela- G ST & >
tions :etwm his. firm and 'Messrs. IN FOR A GAY TIME. .

Campos, with whom there was con- MONTREAL, Jjan. 4.
stant - contact, * had hitherto heen
friendly. These statements were
merely made to emphasise the con-
tention that the seat of the trouble
is in St. John’s and not on the mar-

Lord Byng,
Canada, will formally open the Mon-

nine weeks, beginning Friday evening
next. Opening is to be in:a blaze of
fire works, and the ceremony, conduc-
ted by Lord and Lady Byung, will be
held ar Mount Royal near the head-
quarters of the Montreal Ski Club, and
close by the Park Slide, which will

Your:s truly,
BOWRING BROS. :LTD,
Eric A. Bowring, Director. “
JOB BROS. & CO., LTD,,
Robert B. Job, Director.
HARVEY & CO. LTD,,
L.-C. Outerbﬂdgb.hrector
MONROE EXPORT 0. LTD,
‘W. 8. Monroe, Director.
GEO. M. BARR.
R. G. RENDELL.

Councillor Dowden

" GETS PRESENTATION.

side will be-brilliant with myriads of
electric lights for the occasion.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 4.
The general atmosphere of dcubt and

of the Premiers’ Conference on Repar-
ations at Paris is claiming increasing
interest in official Washington. Geor-
ge Harvey, American Ambassador to
England who was summoned home to

The weekly meeting, last night, of | contribute his personal knowledge of
the Orphanaid Club was a very.suc-, the situation, spent the entir> day with
cessful: one from two standpoints. In | the President, but the result of their
the first place a statement was pre- | conferences'is kent secref. A storm
sented of the results of the Christmas | in the senate is brewing, promising to
Week Raffle, financial returns from | centre around Ser@tor Robinson,

which exceeded the most sanguine ex- | Democrat,

The memhers feel that this achieve- | on the reparations commission.
ment is due, in the first place, to the ,
wonderful enthusiasm with which the NEW YORK UNDER SNOW.
affair was patronized once the public NEW YORK, Jan. 4.
realized that every cent of profit was
to be devoted to the benefit of the or-
phans. The Orphanaid Club, there-
fore, asks the’ Telegram to permit
them 19 take adyantage of.this oppor-
tunity of thanking their numerous and
generous patrons, and especially Sir
R. A, Squires and Hon. Dr. Campbell,
who attended one evening's session
and helped to swell the receipts very
materially. Another explanation of
the great success of the raffi: was the

and men, working all night were ne-
cessary to dig the<gity out of snow

and continued until early morning.

; e S T
STORM IN PROVINCES.
HALIFAX, Jan. 4.
A northeaster swept the Maritimes,
starting at midnight, and is still rag-
ing, carrying heavy snow with hail
alternately, and interfering with

Councillor Reg.. Dowden, who was on street and rafl traffic and shipping.

the job every night, and simply com-
pelled them to come in and, cnce in,
to go.the limit purchasing tickets. Re-
markable devotion to the cause was
manifested by the whole menibership,
but it was felt that Mr. Dowden, as
the bright and shining light in this
connection .deserved special recog-
inition. 8o, last night, Hon. Dr. Mos-
i dell, on behalf of the Orphanaid Club,
presented Councillor Dowden with a
| splendid ivory-handled walking stick,
suitably engraved. The Councillor is
very seldom caught napping when af-
fairs of this sort are in ordery but his
colleagues certainly gave him the sur
prise of his life last night.

DEADLOCKED.
PARIS, Jan. 4.

It was definitely stated at. British
headquarters to-day that Bonar Law.
is» determined to make no
change in reparations policy.. A final
effort made this morning to arrive
at a - reconciliation of French ‘and
British plans, was found to be sa di-
vergent in form as to make'a com-
promise impossible.. Tt is indicated
there is only one cHance in a hundred
that some development may occur to
prolong the conference, and bring
about an understanding., British are
presenting detalled criticism of the
French plan at this afternoon’s meet-

The Trunkfish.  |™
The Twelfth Night Party

Twelfth Night, which as everybody
knows is January sixth, was called
“Old Christmas” when England was
young, and wound up the Christmas
festivities with the merriest time of
all. On this night there are many
novel things‘to do, but in this parti-
and is a beautful thing in itself, as culsart y:ar st leiht fajing: on
well-as a useful cover for its wearer. :om: u;‘ gly dmerl:;y ma:’ngs lt al:e the

One species of trunkfish has two | o Pt Sigierind ot e g R

t midnight. The “Lord of Misrule”
long ‘hovas. TAMQRINE" 00C WY 61 Sl v g i iaols 10 b manked batl
eyes. It is often called a cowfish, be* o cdutanies. 1o roﬁruent all the'
cause of these horns its head so much
PRIIEREY AT D & o holidays of the year. And there must

: be a twelfth Night cake containing a

: ring. Only maidens may cut the
All Irish Want

. &
t0 be Pollcemen, partner for the dance. Just at mid-
night every bit of Christmas green is

Forty members of the Black and|!2ken down and burned at the open
‘Tans, the former Rdyal Irish Con- ﬂ“’“@.‘- this, so the old legends say,
at&bulary auxiliary, have arrived at| ‘0 Protect the house from the evil
Sydney with their families to settle | SPirits Which/ would otherwise haunt
ofi farms. They were. “'en pemo“ it. At this rite Twelfth Night cake
el dlsch:rced from British service] I8 served, and here are the directions
and assisted in- nttnng overseas. The | for making it: ,

Sydney - police inspector announced Twelith Night Cake.

that a few of the newly-arrived Black
and Tans had applied for -positions ered sugar, ong-mrur nutmeg grat-
on the city police force but that there | ed, one-oight’h taapoon cinnamon,
were no positions open. The inspector .mace, xinxor and Beat for.
said that Irllh lemoiu arrlvlns 1
hpnhuliho to be taken on{ (i
thO forer but” while no diserimi-| g

Encased in a tiny box of armor
which covers its ‘' entire body—only
eyes, mouth, fins and tail protruding,

slowly-moving creature. So heavy
and thick is this armor that one has
to give fairly heavy blows with a
hammer to crack it. ‘The armor is
made of many six-sided horny-plates;

: - Beltast. Tempests kept Capt.
: upuhm&n&‘ubumumnml iat.

Governor-General - of

treal winter sports, which will last,

open at the same time. The mountain- .

HOW WASHINGTON REGARDS IT. !

apprehension surroundingthesessions ;

Arkansas, who [roposes .
pectations of the memibers of the Club. | authorizing American: representation f This superstition, now generall§

that commenced at‘~dusk last night, .

radical”

cake, and she who draws the ring in,
her slice is chosen by the King as his :

Beat one cup butter, one cup powd- f

"thm th‘ Kmmy 3

legmaaon’to?be o

[
cludes the labor code of

!?

‘Hatteras got-in touch with the Fin- ¢ivil laws, and laws provi

4 ! fied courts of justice, all of
i quire readjustment owiug t
* economic poiicy :
The Parlianent, known,
‘ the All-Russian Centre :
| the highest legislative bod
sia.
The throne-room, where
300 members from various
Russia have assembled, is i
unchanged from the days of the
of Emperor Nicholas, except
,throne has been concealed,‘br
sounding board intended to-
the ‘acoustics: Upon ‘the watls
are of light blue.and gold, 2
the ten immense gilded pil
remain the arms of the 'imperis ]
ily, and from ten enormous che
iers, scores of the old imperial |
eagles still- look down on
makers, four of whom are wo
The reception hall of the P
adjoining the throme room, i
with telephones and noisy type' ‘
operated by- short-haired sten
hers. ki
The room of St. George, of g6
white, the largest room in the ¥
‘lin, with six candelabra suppé
more than 3,000 incandescent
{is being used as a sméking roc
' the peasant lawmakers. I

The Fatal Third Puff
Had Origin in W

“Never light three cigarettes
the san:e match,” cries the third 8

er, whe immediately blows ouf

flame which you hold before his"

For he does not care to die in¥

course of the year.

{ tablished in the public’s mind, i8
to have had its origin thus:

In the war which Spain car
‘against Morocco in 1911-12, and ¥

Every available mechanical device, i was principally an ambuscade
and the efforts of more than a thous-

the Spanish officers, who zre

smokersg, puffed cigarettes in ¢ )\j

kill time in the tremches. Scm
it happcered that three of them
their cigarettes with .the same
Now, in -the course: of time
noticed that at the first puff of

|escaplng from the cigarette, a

can across the line opened his

‘and the second cloud he nok

place and the third he fired. C
ten the smoker fell with a bul

his forehead. The third smoker, m
therefore took to blow
out the match. This quickly bees

prudent,

a superstition, which continued

In wishing our numerous

customers

A Prosperou

will have large consig
ments of ‘the finest N
York and Canadian Po

try, the same quality of

birds we had last week, ang

we don’t think we require
Also fines!
Codroy . Beef, Mutton;

to say more.

Lamb, Pork and Veal.
fresh killed.

Yours respectfully,

JOHN WALLAC
Per Blackler & Wallace,
Tel. 1826, 54 New Gower
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Shepherd of the Wild—
By Edison Mars
On Tip Toe—
By Stewart Bdward W
Secret Cards—By J. J.
v The Hidden Riches—
7 . By David
Rﬂn o the ‘World— . .
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and a[moat mmubly
theyvmlllell you ROYAL

user, and everywhuw :
among your friends, neigh-

bors, relatives—you will |
hear similarcommendations. . -

Royal Contains No Alum
Leaves No Bitter Taste

When you enter our store the first thing that
strikes your eye is its CLEANLINESS, the
neat arrangement of our goods, and the low
prices on everything.

When you try our Groceries you will find
the quality as honestly ‘high as the prices are
honestly low—and we give you careful, prompt
service,

BOWRING BROTHERS, Ltd.

Jan4,3i
o SR e e S

ﬂappy New
Year

we beg to intimate that

OSSOSO

At the Big
Feed Depnt.

PRIME TIMOTHY HAY.
HEAVY BLACK OATS.
WHITE OATS.
YELLOW CORN MEAL.
HOMINY FEED.
GLUTEN MEAL.
OIL MEAL.
WHOLE CORN,
'CRACKED CORN.
SCRATCH FEED. ...
| STRAW, BRAN.
LOWEST PRICES. -

m mﬂl& : ‘The, coward who runs over a |
ohir h . vﬂlue sobiool asked 'son; with' his ‘sitomobile and
away will get what is coming to
| when he s caught. “That's the ¥
of conduct that makes rough stuf

ot | The Scﬂmrel*spenx of. the Wido
[ mite;

| ‘But the Old Maid's might is bet!
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