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Mammoth -
Fishermen’s
Demonstration!

Largest Parade of Fishermen Ever

Seen .in St. John’s.
Ovation for Coaker and

in Line.

Fishermen’s Union.
Sealers with Vivas.

In the history of St. John's there

might have been parades of more

spectacular interest than that of the |
sealers’ demonstration of last night, !
but numerically never before has the :

Capital witnessed so many toilers in
line and showing by their presence
in this unique exhibition of their
strength their adherence to a prin-
ciple, a sentiment of cohesion and

identification of interests which make ;

for the welfare of all and the uplift-
ing of the toiler. So many men com-
ing together at the behest of the lead-
er of the Fishermen's Protective Un-

ion is arnest of the fact that this |
it i { legend emblazoned thereon, “Success

organization is one to be reckoned

vi h in rially and politically, | . g - .
:n:jh tbt?atl itsduS;esidént “}_AO (‘oa{ko.r { immediately following came the splen-

rorcesses the esteem, respect and con-
fidence of its multitude of members,
is quite evident. It was not a dress
parade in the accepted sense of the
word, as we view such demonstra-
tions from the standpoint of the city

of the sentiments of the men it ap-
peared to all who witnessed it

As if They Were Proud of Their Fish-
ermen’s Garb,

and the skin boots, rough coats and
sweaters of their calling emphasized
the unique spectacle of the display.
Sharp at 7.30 p.m. fully 4,000 people,
the greater number of them outport
men, with a goodly percentage from
the environs of St. John's and  the
Southern Shore, marshalled in line
opposite the new Fishermen's Home
on Water Street, and before the pro-
cession started a briliant display ofi
fireworks was witnessed from the roof
of the building, while martial airs
were heard from the bands in the in-
tervals when the stentorian cheers
from thousands of lusty throdts made
the sweet notes of the instrumental-
ists indistinguishable. When the.start
was made, thousands of the citizens
of St. John's lined along the side-
walks of Water Street—men, women
and children, and gave the horde of
sealers a reception which certainly
must have quickened the  blood of
every man A

Thousands

City Greets

Who Marched in the Ranks.

The acclamations of the populace
were answered with the  ringing
cheers of the sealers, and when the
start up Water Street was made the
sight was at once unique and inspir-
ing. In the vanguard of the proces-

i sion were two stalwart six-footers,

fishermen *“‘to the®manor born,” hold-
ing in their hands a port and star-
board light, evidences of their ardu-
ous and dangerous avocation. Span-
ning the street and upheld on either
side by two other types of the same
hardy race was a banner with the

to the  Union Political Party™; while

did band of the Methodist Guards Bri-
gade, flanked by a detachment of
torch-bearers, after which stepped out
in a solid phalanx the members of the
F. P. U., marching with steady step

{ and determined mien to the music ex-

& % g s~ : cellently rendered by the band. This
dweller, but taken as an eM)OS““m_(‘onsistwl of patriotic airs which ex-

cited the enthusiasm of the concourse,
and from the time the procession
started until it returned,

The Hills Re-echoed to the Continuous
Cheering Not Aolne of the Men,

but of* the thousands of citizens
who accompanied the parade. The
City Band, also a fine musical corps,
held a conspicuous position in the
ranks and discoursed a choice pro-
gramme of patriotic and local music.
As the procession went up Water
Street the windows of private resi-
dences were filled with the faces of
sight-seers, people thronged the steps
on Market House Hill, the Court
House and Post Office, and many
climbed to the flat roofs of buildings
and cheered while they reviewed the
parade. From the windows of some
business places flags hung out, and
such evidences of sympathy with
them brought cheers of agpreciation
from the marching thousands. When
the head of the procession reached

Waldegrave Street to turn into New

_Gower ‘Street, a splendid spectacle
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presented itself to the view. The tin-
smith and hardware store of Mr. R.
Callahan was ablaze with bunting and
from the roof of the building an;nen_-.
did displayof fireworks was _made,

Greelan Fire of Various Tints Illumi-
nated the Surroundings

and shone on the faces and persons of
the moving multitude; skyrockets rent
the firmament and Roman candles
and other pyrotechnic devices diver-
sified the splendid display which did
not conclude until the rear ranks had’
deployed past. When the head of the
procession was passing Holdsworth
Street, at its junction with New Gow-
er Street, the rear was marching up
Water Street at its junction = with
Holdsworth Street. As the sealers
marched down New Gower Street and
along Duckworth Street, every inter-
secting street was blocked by cheer-
ing citizens, and the ovation given
the demonstrators on Water Street
was repeated and, if possible, -with
more enthusiasm. While the sterner
sex cheered vociferously, the ladies
waved ' their handkerchiefs, and the
cheering of the sealers in answer to
this hearty and Kindly greeting from
the citizens was like the roaring of
the elements from which they wintheir
sustenance. The interest of the peo-
ple never flagged, nor did the enthu-
siasm of the paraders wane as they
proceeded along Duckworth Street
and deployed down Prescott Street

To the Ground From Whence They
Started.

Here the crowd of sight-seers and
paraders were packed in a dense mass
until the doors of the institution open-
ed and the building rapidly filled.
Those who could not get in then left
for their homes. A significant feature
of the demonstration was that as the
paraders came down New Gower St.
cheers were heartily given for Sir
Robert Bond when proposed by on-
lokers. The demonstration, as we re-
marked above, was unique in the an-
nals of the city, and was one which
will not. be soon forgotten by the
great number who witnessed it. Dur-
ing the progress of the procession
around the city the office of the Fish-
ermen’s Advocate was brilliantly il-
luminated. On the line of march, at
every mention of his name, President
Coaker received an ovation.

Overflow
Meeting in
Institute.

AT SEAMEN'S INSTITUTE — NO
MORE DUFFS FOR THE SEA\AL-
ERS, SAID COAKER—PUDDINGS
IN FUTURE.
On the platform were Messrs. Ccak-
er. Devine, Karnopf, Harvey and R.
Callahan.
The chairman, Mr. Harvey, of Lewis-
porte, made a brief address and then
introduced the first speaker, Mr. Chas.
Karnopf, Manager of the Seamen's In-
stitute. Mr. Karnopf on behalf of the
Directors congratulated the Union on
the tremendous demonstration. He
referred particularly to the - building
they were standing in which was
erected for their purpose at a cost of
$145,000, and which will be formally
opened on June 22nd. As he kpet on
speaking the following message was
handed him from Dr. Grenfell:—
“I fully approve if you did the con-
gratulation on this occasion.”
He explained every room in the
building, and closed by wishing every
sealer a bumper trip of seals.

MR, DEVINE SPEAKS.
Mr. J. M. Devine,—Fellow country-
men your presence here -this evening
in such large numbers is an incen-
tive to us ordinary mortals to take
courage and not be afraid, but the true
essence of the subject which I was
going to speak on has been dispelled
by the wunparalleled demonstration
and unbounded enthusiasm manifested
in this city of St. John’s to-night. It
was a memorable occasion marking
many new eras with possibilities for
the F. P. U. He dwelt for a consider-
able time on the Fishermen's Party
as a political factor and the possi-
bilities of their influence in the House
of Assembly. The speaker said he
remembered four years ago through
the medium of a newspaper telling
the outports that if they wanted their
people and affairs looked after they
should select men from amongst
themstelves. You cannot expect a
Government of lawyers and magnates
to look after your interests so faith-
fully as those from your ranks, pledg-
ed to do so. In choice diction he
pointed out what the Union is doing
for new iarkets for the fishermen's
fish and emphasized the necessity of
educating the sons of toilers. The
speaker said he himself was a fisher-
man and knew what it is to be on
board a fore-and-after on a dirty
night looking out for the land, and
that many a time he tackled a tow of
seals miles off the land, hence he knew
the requirements of the fishermen. In
conclusion he spoke of the\ heroism
:mdl bravery of the fishermen in gen-
eral.

W. F. COAKER.

The next speaker, was the President
of the F. P. U, Mr. W. F. Coaker,
When he arose to his feet there was
remarkable outbursts of -applause
from every corner of the spacious:
building. which was crowded -to
overflowing.

COMPOSITION ‘OF COUNOILS.

After the applause had subsided,
Mr. Coaker, the President of the
Fishermen’s Union, proceeded /'to ex-
plain the features of the organization
which has created such a stir through-
out our northern bays. He explain-
ed to the meeting, which was compds-
ed of Union and non-Union sealers,
the constitution, the ‘working, . the
aims and objects of the Union. As to
its constitution, he said it was com-
posed of three kinds of Councils; loc-
al, district and supreme. The .local
council was composed of Union mem-
bers of a settlement or settlements
who paid an entrance fee of 50c. and
5¢c. a month dues to keep them .in
good" standing. They elected as ofy
ficers @ chairman, a vice-chairman, a
secretary and a treasurer. The du-
ties of the local council are to in-
terest themselves in public, social,
commercial and political affairs of the
settlement, but in no way to meddle
with any matter affecting religion. .

ey, Comaciy which . samaoade of
District, Council whig e sed' of
the four oﬂicer: “of g;gm Local

 District. The District Council is sup-
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ported by an -assessment eof 5c. a
man per annum in each of the Laocal
Councils. Tts duty is to take up
trict affairs, political and commercial.
These councils have already nomin-
ated a number of Union candidates as
representatives for the House of As-
sembly.
The Supreme Council is the general
council for the whole of Newfound-
land. Its membership includes ~the
Chairmen of the Local Councils, and
the Officers of the District Council.
Its officials are: President W. F. Coak-
er; Vice-President, Thos. Dower, of
Conche; Secretary-Treasurer, Wallace
Abbott, of Bonavista.

BENEFITS OBTAINED.
After explaining the Constitution,
President Coaker proceeded to set
forth the benefits which its members
had derived from the Union during
the past year. He referred first of
all to the rise in the price of fish and
oil. He showed that by united action
and by the power and the prestige of
the Fishermen's Union, he had been
able to raise the price of fish to what
the market would bear, viz.,, from $5
to $7 a quintal. He had met with a
similar success in raising the price
of cod-oil from $90 to $128 a tun.
The second benefit on which Mr.
Coaker dwelt, had been the opening
during the past five or six months of
five cash stores at which the members
were able to purchase goods at St.
John's at wholesale prices. The turn-
over during that period had Dbeen
about $70,000.

The third benefit which Mr. Coak-
er mentioned  had been the purchase
of $150,000 worth of provisions whole-
sale in St. John’s during the fall, and
their distribution at prices advan-
tageous to the members of the Local
Councils.

FISHERMEN'S ADVOCATE.
Another advantage had been the in-
corporation of the Union Publishing
Company, Ltd., for the publication of
The Fishermen's Advocate, so that
fishermen would have an organ of
their own to advocate their own cause
and publish. news and views which
were especially in the interest of the
Fishermen’s Union and of the fisher-
men generally of Newfoundland.

A fifth advantage was the incor-
poration of the Union Trading Com-
pany,» which was promoted for the
purpose of importing goods for the
supply of the stores which were at
preésent in. existence, and for the
twenty additional stores which were
about to “be enterprised. Mr. Tem-
pleton was at present in England
buying goods for this Company, and
his purchases were due to arrive here
at the beginning of next month.
As the sixth benefit, Mr. Coaker
emphasized the Sealing Agreement
which he had been able to arrange
with the owners of the sealing steam-
ers. This agreement was a matter
of congratulation, as it would affect
their comfort during the present voy-
age. It especially illustrated the ad-
vantage to be derived from unity of
purpose, and showed the strength of
union among sealers. The owners
had agreed to sheath the inside of
the ships with wood, and the deck
with three inch plank, and where pos-
sible this year, and in all casés by
1913 to fit the ship with portable iron-
frame berths, to board in the compan-
(Continued on 5th page.)
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The Daily
N ew_s: Report

OF THE F. P. U. GREAT DEMON-
STRATION.

Editor Evening Telegram.

Dear Sir,—The News this morning
published a report of the F. P. U.
sealers’ meeting and demonstration
last night which is in no way rredi-
table to its editor or its reporter. The
statement that 700 were present is
false, for over 1,200 tickets were is-
sued and hundreds were admitted
without tickets, Every available inch
of space in the building was occupied.
Upon the platform there = was not
room even for the speakers, as some
of them had to stand throughout the
meeting. There were no interrup-
tions. There was a continuous cheer-
ing, and when 1 was speaking I asked
the audience repeatedly not to cheer
or applaud as I would not get half
through with what 1 wished to say
if' they continued to occupy so much
time  in cheering the points scored.
No person present called for a cheer
for Mr. Blandford or.for any other
mian in‘public’ life.. The . statement
that Mr. Blandford: was cheered is a
deliberate falsehood. About 500 start-
ed from.the Institute, and by the time
all the men had fallen in from -the
diftérént ships ds -arrafiged, the par-
ade contained 2,000 ‘sealers. The pro-
¢ession extended from Waldegrave St.
to the Bfnk of Montreal. Had  the
men marched in twos it would have
extended to the Court House. At the
front, where many of the men who

fell in while the procession was in

motion took their positions, the par-
ade was eight in_file instead of two.

{ The whole route was lined with peo-
.ple,  who ‘continually

heered the F.
P. U. and Coaker. From the time the
demonstration started until it ended

| there was continually cheering for the
{E. P, U and its President, >
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of the splendid way in which they
carried out the terms of the sealing
agreement. No disparaging remark
was made about Capt. Kean. The
proposer and seconder of the vote of
thanks to the Chairman, who are re-
sidents of this city, declared that in
all their experience they never at-
tended such an orderly meeting. "I
csked the audience if they were tired
and offered to close, but the unani-
mous reply was, “No, sir; go ahead.
We can listen for another hour or
more.” When the President rose to
speak, the News states, the band play-
ed the Canadian National Anthem.
What the band played was the F. P. U.
forever, a battle cry of the F. P. U,
which is fixed to the same same tune
as “The Maple Leaf forever,” it be-
ing first playved at a Union meeting
held at Catalina by the Orange band
last fall. Not a solitary voice at-
tempted a cheer for Sir E. P. Morris,
nor was the idol of the people, Mr.
Morison, thought of.

Of course the Government is 'as-
tounded to-day over the demonstra-
tion of 'last night, and espécially over
the speech delivered. The F. B TU. is;
1 boldly assert, the greatest power in
this land to-day, and . it will from this
day forward be ther controlling’ power
of the Colony. . The under dogs have
| been long enough bluffed and codded,
and henceforth the man who attempts
to belittle the F. . P. U. will find he is
up against a stone: wall., Six .weeks
ago the boodlers here proclaimed that
Coaker was down and out because of
his apology to the Government, but I
challenge any boodler in this city to
deny that the action of the Govern-
ment at that time has not resulted in
cementing our ranks into a solid
whole, and aroused a feeling that last
night’s demonstration and meeting in
a small way expressed. The News did
not mention that I stated my appeal
for subscriptions to wipe out the cost
of the libels, which amounted to $250,
had brought me $600, which is anoth-
er instance of how ‘our toilers receiv-
ed~ Mr. Morison’s rubbing in a lefter;
- whiclr 1 ‘take!the:ilberty 'of .declaring.

cheers for those firms in recognition I will cost him his seat

Goverte
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the next political !
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BRUCE STILL CAUGHT.
Bruceé' which left North S
yesterday ‘'morning is still ul
a heavy jam of ice and making
progress. At 9 last night Shi‘ s
off Cranberry Head, the ice W% Lot
broken off about 3 miles froM cg
Point with an increasing S “/
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TRAIN NOTES. .
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areat Tem-
perance Rally

\T METHODIST C(OLLEGE " HALL.

The great meeting of the
tatives of the Methodist
in Newfoundland on
Temperance which was
Methodist College Hall, last
attended by a concourse of |
were most earnest and el

On the platform were a
ering of Ministers air
representatives of
Included amongst
form were:—Mrs.

Thackeray, James
Dunn, M. Fenwick, W
Hon. Donald. Morison
R. Goodison, M. H. A
M. H. A, J. E. P. Peters
Woods, Capt. A. Keal
Sydney Woods, I. C. M

The President of the
ing unavoidably absent !
taken by Rev. Dr. Curti
ing of several men
choirs who were present
pleasant feature of t
the singing which was
was led by them.

Proceedings begal
tev. M. Fenwick read
prayer was offered 1
eray. The address of
Rev. Dr. Curtis, thoug
ed with the zeal whicl
displayed in this &«
its eomclusion the
tions were read by
lett:—
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St. John’s by brin
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