Bulletin Staff Corréspondent. -
Morinville, Jan. 7T—Morinville is the
present terminus of the Canadian Nor-
thern railway twenty-four miles north
- of Edmenton.. It is:now a busy piace.
Grain'ig‘hauled to miarket here from a
large territory. Roughly speaking this
tributary terxltory extends in a semi-
circle. The trade fromiseuthwestern
part divides with St ATbert and in the
southeastern direction’ much of “the
grain from the’North Sturgeon settle-
ments is marketéd hére. While to the

northly directmns practically all th L.Rivicre .Qui’ Barre,

grain ‘marketed: comes to M—orimme
for it is at vpresent ‘the nearest‘market
town for Excelsior, Bon Accord Le al
Edison Clyde, le\ardvnle, Sion, ~ n-
dependence, th; Valley,  Pembina;
Paddle River.and Lac La Nonne.

According to the estimate of a local
resident tife grain crop for 1919 in the
distriet. fiom swhich grain is marketed
at Morinville will total 600,000 bush.
Of course much of this willk be needed
for feed and seed and a considerable
amount will.be needed . to supply the
demand i of .the railway constructlon

camps fn the district .

C.N.R.’s Grade North.

The O.N.R..have -graded morth for
‘about sixty:i-miles and _within ten
miles of* Athabasca Landing but steel
is only lgid as far north as.the' end of
the Y in the Morinvﬂle va,rd

ess conditions haye been re-

en better than anticipated. Tt ga{i!;at‘f 3 of
2 convenience in the conduct men, v@é

“the increasing business resulting
from® the  development . of the farms
and mjnes of the district. b

SR Good Mail Service. . = =

Ma;,l arrives from Edmontén iﬂtrb
weekly<en Monday’s, Wednesdayand
Eridays’ and {from here several ~#nail
=tagc routes radiate to the northuand
west: To Legal, La Calumet,. Hay
Creek,.Clyde and. Edison and that to
which connects
wyvith’ a group of post offices further
north afd; west. :

Naes ; Beupre operates:a creamery
with!7an edtput of about 2;500 pouinds
of “Puttér per week. This;year cream
was hauled. hya wagon for a route of
‘24 miiles. As the railways are extended
cream may be. hauled:on the tralns
from'the-northern settlements.

The Village Council, |

In 1908 Morinville was mcorpora.‘ted
as a village. The council for 19310, were
,C: Lémire, chairman; T. Glbeault'and
T. Meuynier, while O. S$t. Germain ‘s
secrefary-treasurer. Sidewalks have
been build on the business straéts and
draims and ditches put in where need-
ed. The fire apparatus congists. of a
chemical fire engine. The populaﬂon
of the village is now about £50. The
c1ti7ens are already planning. for in-}

I

vk ’ '_ bW Cem'lMlnc at.

)Idrfﬁ‘ville.

From’ 4 point “aboht™” half “a” mile
north of Merinyille grading has been
started +on'the C.N:Rv-line to Battle-
ford but winter: cond‘itions stopped the
work™ WHen on‘l’y a mile | had “been
graded.

‘When the;'=0 o;;tensionb of_the C.N
are: eompleted some” of ‘the Wa}h nOW
markéted at Morinville wilt ho shippeéd
:t'rom the new tl:m ns which will spring
up on these lines. But the increased
shipping «facilifies for coal’and the in-
creaseéd area under cultivation should
increase the general.husiness of both
Morinville and district even after the
railway., extensions have: heen made,
THe - erop- average - for” “1910" is” estim-
Btdd at o third mo¥e than’ that of 1909,

o Settled:far 50, Miles:

For :fifty miles north “of Morinville

the eountry ig settled by homesteaders

corpotation as. a town.
*Schoel Accommodation.
. Morinville is a village 'with three :
shools The Thibault Catholic Pubilie
School district No.. 35 comprises an
area of about five miles by three milel
and extends around .the' village. The
elected trustees for 1909 were H. Bois-
sonnault, T. Houle and 'O. Laferriere.
The teacher, Sister Rouillard holds a
second-class, Alberta ~ certificate and
the aftendance is about. ' thirty-five.
Schogl is held in a building rénted
from the Sisters. ;
The convent of the Daughters of
Jesus have a school in connection ‘and
pupils from the willage and the. dis-
frict attend the convent school.
Mr. Hunt, the Presbyteriap- gmss!on-wg

Morinville.

whe" notwithstand’lng’ the long haul to
market are gradually developing the
country -and each -year more grain is

The rural settlements’in eéve 'I dlre

H{rom Hox'se Hills,

ary,*glso’ conducts a private sehool aty

S Jean Dmptistc Club is an or-
about twenty - young
lntcnd to yartlcxpate in de-
bating I emry and muswal entertain-
ments in winter and in Athletic sports
d.uring the Summer.

€ Association of the Ladies of

.@“l}ne has about  siXty members
and tHe As;ocia‘.tl(m of the Chitdren of
M,gfvy ‘& )t forty members.

e c ef summer Sports are base-
bm a*mi foothall” but in the winter
ihg young folks enfoy skating on the
dPén pir. rink: by the-light of lanterns
or-in the meokMedis. Hockey practices
are. held .pn Wednesdays and Fridays.

. - Dnion Rrotestant Chuich,

A.Unlon Protestapt church has been
wuilt and any, -, Protestant denomina-
ton . gan hold.service . therein. ..The
title, tosthie prpperty is in the name of
trusfees for the' Prétestant people of
Mor,{nvgue. At . present services are
Itetd, by H. L. Hunt, the Presbyterian
missionary, The Sunday school holds a
very . suecessful Christmas entertain-
men,t
¢ Gq;'ma.n Lutheran services are also
cond.ucxed at Morinville. though no
chnrch has yet been bullt

“D" squadron, 19th- Alberta Dra-
gcons has. its_headquarters at Mor-
inville gnd is in commanad of Capt. P.
IS, -Lessard, M.P.P. for Paken. His

A.

Bmlean and Rev. Fal;her J. A Ethler,
who is honorary chaplain The Domin-
ioR Government has granted. $10,000
fot . a  third-class armory and H. L.
Williams; general mandger qg the Am- ¢
éridgn- Cahddian Off Col, zave three

e:gcmd in the sprin%

i XElown MHL. t Much trade. '
’.l'he Morinville' Mm-ing‘ Co. compos-
ed; of :logal. People=built a flour 'miln |
lj\xt ~before:the machinery was install-
ed, the  mill ‘was sold. to  BEdmonton
ca.pltallsts who began gristmg in the
falliof:1903. That winter about 90,000

ige. that .farmefs even from |
side of the Sturgeon: and
. and Poplar
mﬁ.rketsd their wheat at -the Morin- §
b

a: geod.
the. soutt

t{@n on, M’orinvme ~began . to show
- Signs of-, life as a’ town. Mgny new
buildlngs were erected. Another hotel
,wéa lmilt and two more general stores

a bfacksmlth shop, - After the

: ;itor was bnilt.and the amount of

marketed . here . has inereased

nince then, Much . improvement has

l;geen made in the .roads leading to Mor-

inville, thus enabling the farmers from

éa.st north and west to get their grain
w market.af Morinville.

e flour mill has not run for four
,»‘egrs '‘and fs at present used as an ele-
vator for: the -storing of igrain.  The
il will Jiely runiagain when there
[ig’ enough - wheat raised: by the local
Lfarmers.to keep it running the year
round, This years .wheat crop was of
360 quahty and most of it grades:
No:. 3

Needs a Board of Trade._

| cost about,$3:50 cash outlay to get a,

lots. upon wﬂich the armonry will be ;

r_by_!hg}s of.wheat was bought at such'|

Lake |
ille mill.and returping+hanled home |

Lo, Joad of ﬂou;r, bran or shorts from
th,&mm or coal from th'e mines. From |

bu‘ﬂdiné; of the raxlway in 1906 a grain.}

stéam or gasoline’ plows at” the start.
Though’ some haVe useéd

thie form of coal and a-possible future

come maore common, v

It has, been c<t1mqte& SFhat ahuu[
$90,000 has ben paid ottt to the farm-
ers fofigrain marketed hére this”Sea-
son up tothe present. Geo. -Hunter. ex-
ports omansaverage a load of hogs and
a: load of cattle, paying tg the, farm-
ers an average of . $2,000 per weelk.
The creamery has manufdctured from
16cal grezuﬂ ‘about $600 woerth of ‘buts
ter per.-week since :started last May.
Thie..pay-roll of :the coal mines will
total over, $3,600. per week.

“hero tho Nl(m(‘\ Goes.

A qrcat deal of the monev is spent
in developing the résources.of the dis-
trict and in - furnishing comforts for
the hcmes of the town and district.The
homes of both town and district are
mostly built of frame and many are
neatly paififed and present s neat at-
tractive appearance. Some settlers pre-
fer a’ treeless.prairie -but the pioneers
of the Morinville settlement were able
to secure for 25 cents a permit to cut
3,000 linal feet of logs and plenty of
fence material and roef poles from the
bush which then stood- near Egg Lake
and:-to; the north .ef . Morinville. It only

put ﬂ'fe Tark land nature of the coun- | homesteaded  hy  BEdwidge
try rather hinders the extensive use of | who paid his $10 entry fee, . and. 4n-
tended ‘to’ do: his: duties with the sole
a traction | ghiect of getting a farm and engaging
engine ‘to advantage in pulling brush |in mixed farming. In digging his well
offt by the/rootfs. With cheap fuel in | he found a coal seam, There was six-

Chevigny,

teen feet of. earth on top of a sixteen

local supply -of oil, the tise of 'POWEr | foot seam -of ~ coal It was water he
plows on:the lavger fafihs -may be~|wanted for his stock, so ' he - went
deeper and fstraek another seam of

coal but getting-plenty of jyater he
was, satisfied: without px‘obmg deeper
into his homestead,

As the Morinville settlement sgrew
and the ‘farrhérs pagsed’ on. thelr way
to the Sturgeon mines he decided to
put in"a Slopé and miné coaly hauling
it up the)sixteen - foot.. grade;with a
horse. When the flour mill was built
at Morinviire’ the ‘outpuft’ of “thé ‘mine
was enlarged’ and_ coal teamegd: four
miles to” the il This" mfll  also
pbrought an increaging trade with the
farmers wheo hauled their’ wheat to
the miil and returned home with a
load of coal. Mr. Chevigny secured
the coal rights for $7 per acre, a plan
which was possible under the regula-
tions at that time. Future develop-
ments have borne out his supposition
that the coal seam lay under his
wholg farm and was no .doubt part
of the same:seams mined at the Stur-
geon River.  The black soil welded
golden grain,but the black coal when

| loaded m a farmer’s iwagon was worth

a dollar.: A thiek seam of coal under
160 acres yields a good many wagon
loads of coal.

Viosw o't Town. of \Ior!nvﬂl(- &

——
thousand feet of lumber sawed:at the
local portable mills. /From his: permit
the -settler was usually able .to:saw
about’ 9,000 feet. -board ;smeasure.-of
good spruee:lumber which inctuding
the permit:would - enly cost:::thc set-
tler a total eashbeutlay of $31.75 and
a few weeks wopk in.the winter for
himself and team. Nowaday$. . in -the
gpen prairie towngathousand feet of
lumpber, costs  almest a fortune and

i~ Morinville has no board of trade
‘but needs one. There js.an old pro-

| tion are organized - into school: dis=i
tricts and there is a school -at every

£

Oﬂice of.

Le Pr‘o’sres

.
being raised. The. farmers have found
& good local market;at the tie.camps
Teceiving.-40c - per, bushel £qr. oats;and
$12.00. per ton for.baled -hay. There.lg
plenty of moisture in the district and
the hay crop is.always heavy. '

The entrance of ..the nrailway into
this distriet will:enable the. farmers to
market their hay for the export trade.
Even ulrder/ibgse}u LOﬂdJUOHS hay to
the v 1\16"31 560°has beén ex-
porte({ i’:y rail from Morinville

Many garloads.; of .. settlers . gffects
have been unloaded &fMorinville this
Season. € winter weather has not
stoppead: !he influx for even since Nov.
21st fo.u' carloads of settlers’ -effects
have been unloaded here.

List of Business Places.

Merinyilles’ list of ‘business places is
ps follows: Three  general stores, a
bardware and furniture store, a gro-

few; milés.

A new “school ha.s, recenﬂy,.peeh og'—
g,anized at Cardiff; with. an attendange |

4 +50 pumls,a ’J‘he trusgees qt

héol distrxet FAL Me,sst&.
Petetibre, N, Shove: aad B Ghe,
vigny.. A fine frame publi¢ sehool hqs‘
been built. ;
"Pelephone Conne

\ In #9607 the . Morinville
Co. eretted a téfephone’ =
nect with Edmonton. Thé govét‘-ﬁﬂn!lt
furnished ‘“the material = except ﬁm
posts which were erected by the farm-
ers, This line has subsequently been
taken over by the, government of;Al-
berta and. is,mow connected with the
Provincial system

paper, printed in French, tells the
news of the continued* progress of the
town a.nd district, . 0. 8ty Germain is

¥

!:ery-ﬂpre ' mmm%fy a‘-ﬂa’"novelty

mmefrn “diirg 'Store, a a doe-‘1e

tor, a lawyer, 3 ahenﬁ' afruit
store, z p 17 1 % () ;barhers, twaq
two bu 9, 8 barnes%maker

ker, an auotm»&el‘. two,im-

- agencie Nﬁ'w'ﬂhmpksmuh
O 4 sawmill, a

(?y, a2, lumberyard,

;rs 2 restaurant, three

%ﬂgﬂm With G. D, Ham:.
Though the bank
Pened on Nov. 22nd, 1910,

3 LN v %o AL A%

S0

busfneu mandgér and J. A. gﬁ:
aditeT M -gives a good bndget P 1
and-geficral news and is well patron-’
.1zed! By, advertisers. ;.

o e Vedors Societies.

Tha.gnbou:: Mutua:! Beneﬁt
‘ciation "k a'bout
The_officers are;, V. fx(er pre:?
Pos: Gamlett, ist vlce president‘ 'P
Auve, 2nd vice-présidént, and ¥, gﬁ.o-
rin, secretary.

membersmp of 85 and celebd
Jean DBaptiste’s day, June 24t
Ofﬂie&fs sAFR:. €. Lajoie, presidi ﬁti"r
Nobert, vice-president, and &

maln. secretaxj

lie Progress, a go0d.weekly news- i

THE 8t Jean Baptisté SOCletw‘ m

verb; “Union is strength,” so a good

‘interests of ' the' whole

laying wisely the foundations

matter of

Bave much more influence than any
number-of individual business men ip
Ssecuring a daily train and dax]y mail
service and better passenger accom-
‘modation on the crowded trains which
now, only run tri- weekly

Land values rafige from $12 to $45
per acre, according, to improvements.
: [rphsinvestors couTd no doubt find a few
fbargains  in purchasing land owned
By, Hon- residénts, byt thé resident

shfarmers are a contented class. Consid-

‘llering the agricultural comditions, spe-
‘cigfly favotable to mixed farming and
‘the 'low valués quoted in comparison
Jowith some other districts there should
heia more active demand: for - farm
Hands in- the  territery . tributary to
Mmh!vil}e .But here dgain is work
or: the publicity  commiittee. of he

Qddtd thade.

L iPhe a?n’nua.f fall fair’ of the St. Al-

ik 'bert Agriculfural Society waq heéld at
pMorinvillé last faff, when $508 of prizé .

-I;loney was paid for the best exhibits
grain and sfock: The society has

'about seventy- Lfive miembeérs but has

no pex'rmuneat growitds. The (yfhcers
are: President, E. Rivet of Morin-
ille: 1st’ vice-president, James Kelly
'of Ray; 2nd- vice-president, J. McRae
of - Ray; gécrétary-tréasurer, O. St
Germam of Morinvilie:
K FoWw Gool Grafii’ Yields.
v.. The tributary territory is too large
t0°g1v8 il thé good” graf  Vislds but
heré gie a- few of thém:. Stéffes Bros.
{one-mie: north:iwest of' Moptityille; Had
‘650 deres:  GF  ¢rép yielding 37,000
‘bushels of grafii. W. Minier three
mifés wést of Morinkiile tHreshed for
‘Bimself -and neighbors oyvef 103,000
busheist of grain ‘this’tall.  P. Liabrie,
thred milés sbith-east of Morinville,
-ehresned 2, 500 bushels grain and’ ¢dr-*
,rwd ~over dbout 2,000 bushels from
ROQ crop. - P. Flynn and sons, two
f =250 acres,
'ana a”b(fu‘bg\\# % ?
cm&& thefr ?a"l wheat yi
thefreay
Ang wheht

f%i‘ 61Tbus is.
ushe’!s o }"’é

‘j'fdh whéiat 40’ ﬁﬁﬁzfﬁ %o
féy ‘41 1-2 Bughsls .ang ‘his
qata 60 "bushels to ¥8. John Flynn
and soh, Mr;ﬁl §Quth-gast.or Car-

.mﬂ, had -over

i é’ﬁ&d

L Liuaecw of C13

Mh oMo é, 5 ‘,8

. $all whest- #id- thr oS ‘z' sHpks or

about 35 bushews: }i@tﬁmﬁ ﬁheat

FOIK. for this distriéf and nag 40 acred

[§ovin; ready for the = comiing season.

‘Jaek Baidwin' of  Bdison {iirédhed over
: s of fal¥ wheat. Mr. Alton

faisan’: aido had 2’ SUGCEssful crop

e ot mI whent.

(e 4 Stekoy Plowings Outah, |
Wr sgveral seasons. M. Steffes has
“his: xmctlon eéngige for plowing

hoard of trade alive to the real best
commumty‘
should be able to accomplish much in
for a
solid uinited town. Even now there are
matters worthy of attention in . the
transportation; A strong
‘gnited board of trade could no doubt

even 3 small willow fénce picket sells
for ‘about three cents, :

‘vians of the farmers of ‘Morinville
{distriet are noww. in sqoh financial
shape that they can hold over their
grain 'till’ the price suits. It is stated
that several farmers have even held
grain over a whole year.

As an mduatmn of the genherosity
of the panshmnoors ,nxd th.eu ability
to give, it might{ be mentioned that
at, a recent parish’ bazar $1,800 was
raised. in four days for the benefit of
the new Catholic chure¢h. It has also
been estimated that at least $150 per
day passes over the three licensed bars
of the Village.

¢ Sturgeon Coal Field.

__ About the year 1885 the old-time
géttlers of the Stux‘oﬂn first began to
‘use coal diug out of the banks of the
Sturgeon river about fourteen miles
north of Edmonton. = It was just dug
out as needed and. it could. hardly be
called mining.

Later.it ‘was arranged that one set-
tler would mine .the -¢oal-and sel] to
the neighbors at $1 :per.ton and min-
ihg might be said to be started in the
Sturgectn,coal flelds. \c{,w there -are

Pigs Fattened on Black Dlamoml

The. coal’ was Screened and the fine
slack wag piled\ in a dump -where. the
pigs of “the fammier-miner munched
cpal at their Teisure and haying good
digestion grew fat. Many farmers also
hauled coal slagk home tq their hogs
for. they learned that even a hog eats
more grain and fattens better when
its diet is \arlod with, the carbon of the
.coal. Anytvay coal i supposed to be
compressed vegetation.

Dutein the Tall of 1906 the C.N.R.
was built north from Edmonton to
Morinville.. . At _ a point two miles
south of \Iorm\llle, a branch spur
was run two mlles cast to the mme':
on the (‘hulqn\ homestead. ’\Tmmg
now began in earnest . Joint stock
companies. were organized and the
growing of grain was abandoned on
the, homestead for the sub-gofl of coal
was being experted at such. a rapid
rate that there was néed for scores of
sidings and spur tracks to the various
mines and tipples. Other mines were
| opened on adjoining quarters and in
winter this is now a busy hive of in-
dustrious miners.

Busy Cardiff.

This winter there is a population of
about 350 at Cardiff which is the
name of the post office which has
been established. There ig now a pay
roll of -absut $600 per day:at these
mines. This makes a big increase in
the cash business of this district. The
stores at Cardiff, the stores at Morin-
ville and- the _stores.of Edmonton all
receive a_share of this-pay roll. These
is no licensed bar. at:Cardiff - sp the

View of  Moriny

ille Main Street.

deveral mines in the. banks of the
Sturgeon and-in:the sides of-the .cou-

shels o1’ leg near where, the Egg Lake Creek

empties; into the Sturgeon. ‘’As there
‘has been no railway transportatlon
-‘the output-of thesé mines “Has béen
;lumted to, supplying the ]60&1 demand
_iof, .the farming, settlements along the
?Sturgeon River. As F‘dmonton has
grown and mor coal is needed to sup-
ply the ﬁres in the city, an mu‘easmg
amount i8 hauled by teams to_the city
market. There has been talk of an
electric railway = connecting these
mines with the city. Some day possi-
bly in the near future, it will' be an
actual reality. 4
It is supposed . 'that ‘the . country
north of-the Stargeomn rivér is-all” un-
derlined with coal... Signs of the seam
haye.been found in wells. ats-various
depths.” Tn fact.the same-signs of coal
are found in many wells all the way
to- Edmonteti but in the past most of
the mines have been opened irito the
banks 'of ‘the;riveérs “and coulees and
very few shafts have been sunk,
A ‘Fiicky Homeéatender,’

The northwest quarter of secfion 24;
tp. 65, rge. 25 west of ' 4th "'M. was

thnstx ones wet thell‘ throats at Mor-
inviile.
The Cardiff - Collieries.

On ' October 1st, 1917, the Cardiff
Cdllieries, Ltd., took ovcr the 6ld Car-
diff Coal Co.’s mines bn '“Chevigny
homestead. ' They now export about
600 or 700 tons per day and employ
dbout 150" men. IExtensive develop-
ment werk is contemplated which ‘will
iricrease the output from 1500 tons
o 1800 tons per day. At present this
company i§ operating two shafts, and
is mining a seam which ranges from
ten” to twenty feet of absolutely pure
coal. There is no gas to trouble and
naked lights are used. The ceilings
of the rooms are nine feet clear and
the ventilation is splendid. Coal is
shipped east as far as Winnipeg. When
the railway is extended to the north
and west the output will be extended
in order to supply the increased de-
mand. 3

The Alberta Mine,

The Alberta Coal Mining Company
have a mine adjoining the‘Cardift pro-
[)51 ty. They have an output of about
400 tons per day and employ about

76 men, This mine has an up-to-

‘land practically 41l patented. But

I t
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electric dyndmo furnishing power for
the coal cutters. The seam .is of
good thickness allowing the mining of
from 6 to 14 feet of good coal.

Horses haul the coal under ground
from the rooms to the foot of the
slope where the sanie car is hauled
Dy a cable up the incline to the top
of the tipple and whén dumped re~
turns into the mine for another load.

Sehool ald Church at Cardfif P.O.

There is a population of about 350
at CArdiff and quite a mixture of na-
tionalities, including French, English,
Jrish, Scotch, Welsh, Canadians, Am=
ericans, Sweeds, Norwegians, Germans,
. Belgians, and Russians.

Some of the miners have Dbuilt
homes for themseélves, but quite a
number are transients or homesteaders
who work here in the wintef only.

At the Cardiff ‘Collieries a largeé
boarding' house four and a half stories
high and having sixty bedrooms has
been built for the miners and this
accounts for the small size of the resi-
dential portion of the place.

The United Mine Workers of Am-
erica HWave organized a loc¢al union at
the Cardiff Collieries.

The . Presbyterians have _ built a
church at Cardiff. Mr. Hunt preaches
here and conducts a Sabbath school.

The Egg Lake Oil Fields.

In the report of the geological sur-
vey department for the year 1898, Dr.
Dawson gives an account of the ex-
perimental borings in search of pet-
roleum in® Northern Alberta and of
a persenal visit to Egg Lake, a' few
miles' north west of Morinville. “Tarry

been found in plowing on N.W. 1-4,
S. 30, T. 56, R. 25, W. 4. Excavations
showed veing of pitch and tar sand.
Knowledge of the geological structure
of this part of the country indicates
that the depth at which cretaceous
beds' lie is here very great, probably
at least 2,509 feet, and possibly much
more The circumstances favor the
belief that the underlying strata has

means of which the water springs and
tarry matter have forced their way
‘to the surface.” i
¢ The American-Canadian Oil Co
CGonsiderable prospecting had been
done in a small way in the.vichity
of Egg Lake and north west of Morin-
i'ville. ' The American- Canagdian 0il Co:
of which"H. L. Willidms™{§ geheral
manager, have béen' drilling abotut

or pitchy matter is stated to havef

been cut through by a small fault’ by}

downwards. THe even numbéréd sec-
tions were reservéd for hormesteads,
but when the governmént iSsudd the
patent to the homesteader the mineral
rights were reserved t0 the crown.
The claim ha¥" been maintained that
ofl- iz Included in’ thé' mineral rights
and is hence the property. of the
¢rown on' the even numbéred sections
Govermment “Hease Oil.

Undér the present reguldtions of
the dopartment of the imenor the oil
rights may be leased upon payment
of a five dollar nppl)caho_n fee and
the first year’'s rental must be paid
within a month ofithe a.pphcatlon for
the lease., It isca sngmﬁcant fact that
applications for leases have been filed
on nearly every even numbered sec-
tion within a .considerable radius of
where the presgnt well of the Ameri-
can-Canadian Qil Co. is situated. And
it is' also stated that over $22,000 has
been paid out in.rentals for the first
year. But according to . the reégula-
tions pefmission -must be secureéed from
the owrrer of the surface rights before
entering upon the land. ' Over four
years ago agreements were mafle with
many of the owners?ef the surface
rights north and west of Morinville.

But it is an interesting questioh’ who
owns fhe oil rights of the¢ odd num-
bered sections 'which the C.P.R. hdve
sold to the"presént owners of the sur-
face rights, This depends upon the
exaet wording of “the - reservations
"made upon the patenting of the odd
numbeéred sections. It is stated that
fhese reservations varied in different
cases.

¢ A Séftlenient With a HiStory.

In the spring of 189i. Rev. Father
\J. B. Morin, mmmigration agent,
brought a‘)colony of French-Canadian
settlers to settle in Alberta. 'The C.
P.R. had not then built the Calgary
and Edmonton branch, so the celony
drove the 222 miles north from Cal-
gary and settled on the fine almost
leve]l prairie land about 25 ]nilés north
of Edmonton. P. Auve, now at Car-
diff, and I'. Perrin, now of St. Albert,
were the two settlers in this immediate
vicinity.

Among those imn: this first colony
were Messrs. D: Morin; U. Labbs, E.
Rivest, N. Hgule, T. Heule, J. Houle,
N. Boisongult, O. 'Diopel, A. Riopé€l,
N. Brissette, R. de Tannancourt, W.
Beaupre, Chas. Lemire, L. Léemire,
D. ‘Tellier and J. Cousinead.

five miles northwest of Morinvilié and
during 1909 found a flow of gas and}
secured a franchise to supply gas to
Edmonton, Strathcona and Morinville,
They are mew over 3,000 feet deep
and. have found conditions muach as
predicted by Dr. Dawson in his geéo-
logical report. Prospects are rumored
to be very good for the r‘mding of -a
fuel oil with an a§phalt base.”

About nine.miles northwest. of -Mor-
inville the California-Aiberta Oft Co.
have been driling. Last May gas was
also found and lit at the top'of the
pipe at the fop of the derriek; and thej

|

Buft they, too, are after oil. and decided
to go deeper, though work at their
well has closed down for the winter.
Another Oil Co.
The Elk.Park Oil €o., Ltd., of Ed-
monton,, own oil rights in the vicinity
of the present wells, but have not
yvet started opeérations.
But the main question is, ‘“Will oil
be gound and . .in;quantities; and of-a
quality.to be worth, while?”, . The de~
mand for .a, fuel qil will, be almost
unlimited on the prairies, in the facr
tories, on the railways and for the
plowing engines of the farmers. THel
British and Canadian navy 'will also
use a large amount of fuel oil, as also
do many of the big liners. Many are}
asking tHWé Question, ~“HA&s oil béen
found alfeady?”  'But this is a ques-
tion swhich 'it"is hard to find a satis-
factory answer. Those who ought to
know look wisé and say little.
. HoWeverT, one conversant with the
situation remarked that there \\ould
be duite a Sfir before sixty days. There
certainly w!l be if oil in paying quan-
tities is fofind.
Who Owns ’I'he Oil,
This district is all settled and the

here lies an inferesting story. The
Conservative Government at the time
of Sir John A. Macdonald gave the
C.P.R. the odd numbered sections

flame could be seen. for many.miles. l‘“ sight.

In-Jume 1892 a post office wd§ es-
tablished with Rev: Father Hédrnoigas
! postmaster. The post office was' then
held at the farm of the parish priest.

In 1894 a Roman Catheoli¢c Church
' was built at the present sife of Morin-
ville, and for some time this and the
residence of the parish priest were the
only buildings here.

The writer well remembersNravelling
with a party of friends who ¥gnmped
on the little knoll a little we of
the present townsife' on tHe ay enigg
of July 12th, 1897. The parish pries
was not at hame. Thern was no town
But'‘'the place has grown
much: sincé then.

In 1907 a larger church was biil#to
sdccommodate the growing comiregh-
tion. Rev. Fdther Ethfer; the Present
priest, has been here since 1992 and
to Him fhe writer is indebred for
much of the histofi¢al data of the
early days of the settfémént,

Morinvillé s First

About 1899 the first Hotet’ v‘m; buiit
by Beaudry and Maréin aﬂ& the first
Fs¥ore by f’audetfé and ﬁoi‘m Tn the
dame year a parochxal Scholl was
built by the Seftiefs. The ﬂi‘st teacher
wa§ Mis§ DESroched,  Bif_ since 1903
this s¢hool hds been conducted as a
boarding sthodl BY 'twelve BSisters
 kKnown as the Daughters of Jesus.
Frenéh &hd English'ate both tanght.
But the business of the settlement was
wiostly conducted in French, for many
vears after the settlers first came for
many of them spoke only French.
Some children were notxced playing
“Pom. pom, pull away”’ at Merinville
the other day. One ‘lad stdrted to
run, saying, ‘“You can’'t catch me"
His follower replied, “Oui” and a
minute later seid, “I caught you.”
This showed that the c¢hildrén epeak
both French and English éven it their
play.

A numbér of Gérmans’ have settled
in th'e territory ttibutary” ta MEintie
and many of them hAVé icarmt both

over a tract of land without reserving
the mineral rights. So the C.P.R.
claimed everything from the sod

French and Englsh, and are a con-
tentéd prosperous pgeople. :
F. R. F, McKITRICK.
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