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“DARE T'BE A DANIEL

» DIET INFLUENCES THE CHARAC-
TER OF MEN.

"THE NEW LIBERAL THOUGHT

The Noted Divine Takes For His

Theme the Refusal of Daniel to.Eat |

the Unclean Food—Sins of the
Palate Among the Worst of All Sins

- =—Often the Forerunners of All Other
8ins.

Entered according to Act of Parliament of Can- |
ada, in the year 1908, by Frederick Diver, To-
rouw, at the Dept. of Agriculture, Ottawa.

Los Angeles, Cal,

- diet influences character and that a
man is largely what he eats is illus-
trated in this sermon,
taking Yor his text Daniel i, 12, “Prove
4hy servants, I beseech thee, ten days.”
“What is a victory like?” said a lddy
¥riend to the Waterloo conqueror.
“*The greatest tragedy in the

July 22.—That

{
|

the preacher |

world, :

madum. except a defeat,” was the an-

swer. Well said, thou iron duke. None
<ould speak more authoritatively. The

‘world has supposed thy heart adaman- |

tine. But even the stones themselves
might almost weep when they
drenched with human carnage. The
cheers of triumph cah never drown tha
sobs of anguish. The glittering re-
wards of victory cannot blind our eyes
to the awful price at which that vic-
tory was purchased. Lord Roberts,
upon his return from the Boer wer,

was hailed in England as a conquer-

ing chief. 'When he returned from
Africa to London the whole nation rose
to do him honor. But while the Brit-
ish were acclaiming the mighty deeds
of “Little Bobs,” ILord Roberts was
wearing upon his uniform grief’'s sym-
bol, the black crape. Lord Riberts’

conly boy had been shot among the Af- '

rican hills. So is it always with war.
We praise the returning chieftains,
but we cannot forget the bloody fields
over which these heroes have waded
and the many grave trenches they saw
filled with the slain bodies of thelr
valiant comrades.

But 1f the battlefields of the nine-

teenth century were the scenes of aw- |

ful tragedies, what bmust have been
“the horrors of the battlefields of the
fifteenth, the twelfth and the fifth cen-

“turies and the battleflelds of a thou- |

gand years ago.
conquerors rarely

In olden times the
took prisoners or
diberated their captives upon parole,
as we do now. The general custom
‘was to slay thelr prisoners or, what
was still more common, to sell them in-
to perpetual servitude. This practice
was almost universal. Thus many of
! the nations, like the Phoeniclans and
“the Etrurians and the Cretes and the
*8lcilians, made war for human cap-
"tives as well as for gold and silver. |
These nations were known aceording |
to an old historlan's definition as “man
stealers” They wanted human slaves
a8 oarsmen to man thelr galleys and
‘laborers to work in their flelds and
mgn and women to be thelr dumestic
Bervants as well as men for chario-
“teers. What was true of the great mari- |
‘time states mentioned was also true
-of Egypt and Rome and Greece and
Babylon. These mighty citles of olden
“times all had their human auction
blocks. The greater the conquests of
thelr returning warriors the greater
Eumber of slaves to be put up and sold
&8 common cattle in the market places. |
/Lhus, having made this explanation,
‘we can understand why Daniel and
the finest youths of the Hebrew natlon
were carried to Nebuchadnezzar's cap-
ital after Jerusalem had been captured
and overthrown.

Ne sooner was the Babylonish king
back in his palace than he called one
of his chief officers, Asphenaz by n.
and sald: “Ashpenaz, I wish you would
€0 and look over those young Hebrews
who I have bronght'back., Select three
or four of the finest physleal and mental
specimens:that are there. Then for the
next thrée years take them and edu-
cate them and feed them from my own
table. I want to develop these men for
my own service. I want to re-enforce
the intelligence of my own ¢ourt with

\ the best blood of this Hebrew nation”
"Ihe result of this command: Daniel
his three friends, Hananiah and
ichael and Azarlah, were selected. Ah,
1s was high honor for Daniel and his
companions. It not only meant libera-
aton from human slavery, but in time
it also meant membership in the king’'s
<counci. But, alas, alas, it seems as
“though ‘Danlel is foolishly going to up-
set all his political prospects. When tho
i 00d and the wine from the king's ta- |
ble are placed before him, Daniel re.
« fuses them because they are forbidden i
. dlet—are umclean according to Jewish |
¢ jaw. “But,” says the king's chamber-
i lain, “you must eat this meat and
wine, for 1f you ‘do. not the king will
: mot only punish me,'but also will prob-
ably slay you. And he will surely know
tm- refugal by :your starved looks.”
"Thea Danlel spake the words of .my
‘texts’ *M‘thr servants, 1 eseéch
\thee, ten days, and give us pulse <o
eat and water 4o crlnk. Then let our
count be looked upon before
thee, and the countenances of the ohil-
dren that eat of the portion of the
&ing’s meat, and as thou deal with
thy servants.”.So the royal officer con-
sented to ‘them in this matter and
proved them ten days. You all know
the result of this te=t. At the end of
ten days the countenances of Danlel
;and his three frivnds were “fairer”
- and fatter in flesh than all.the chil-
~dren who did eat the fon of the
‘king’s meat. Such to-day I8 th
-ple' story from wnlch we ‘will drav our
sermonic theme. And may our history
in life be like that of Danlel, who re-
fused to eat the king’s meat.

Let us now look at our subject a 1lit-
_tle closer. Notice that this king's
" meat was to Danlel and his comrades
a sensual temptation. It appealed to
Daniel's eye ‘and nostril palate,
i1t was the temptation of th bxmquet

" hall, which not only smelled sood and

looked good, but it appealed to Daniel
sthe more enticingly because Heretofora
“he had never had his appetite surfeit-
.2d by the delectable viands of a royal
“kitchen.

But Dahiel had never been an epl-

_He had never been one who was
tee of sensual pleasures. He had
o&hn up, wmt the *plahx. come. stm

are |
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| Egyptians, the Hebrews and the Baby-

| looked -at askance and despised.

| does not eat the king's meat we will

| will remain a slave, as he ought to do.”
| And yet, my friends, as I hear the ene-

own, yet this is not true of forelgn
lands. The man whom the Germans
are most ready to honor is the German
The man the English are most ready
to honor is the Englishman. The man
the Scotch are most ready to honor is
the Scotchman. The same law wat

true of tie Romans, the Greeks, ! the

lonians. The people who were not of
their own nationsgiity were always
Thus
natural prejudice

you can see the

he was foreign born.

“Aha!” the people cry. “Aha! If he

expose him. Then this foreign upstart

mies of Daniel gloating about his over-
throw, can I not hear your enemies

| gloating over your spiritual overthrow |

in the same way?
line of business.

You enter a certain
The proprietor de-

cldes to keep his place open on Sun- |
| day, or, what is worse, his foreman |

comes to you and asks you o do some-

" thing which 18 not squarely and up-
“But,” you say to the?

rightly honest.
foreman, “I never work op Sunday,”
or you say: “That is not honest, I

not going to do it.”

shrugs his shoulders and says: ?‘All

right. If you won't do {t, I will tell the

boks. Then I guess you will have to
hunt anothef place.”” Then all your
enemies will cry: “Aha! We will de-
stroy him. Aha, aha!”

done? Are you to-day cglnpromlgmg

your Lord in the presence of your end- |

mles? v
But there i{s yet one more fact about
this king's meat to which I wish to call
your attention, It was spread in a for- |
eign land; it was spread scores and
hundreds of miles away from the place
where Daniel was born; it was spread
in the Babylonish capital; it was spread
50 far away from home that methinks
at first I can heer Daniel whisper to
himself these words: “Well, what is
the difference if I do eat the king’s !
meat and drink the king's wine? It
will only be for a short time that I will |
do it, Father and mother will never |
hear about it. They are away off now |
among the Judean hills, and even if I

;. do go back to Jerusalem, why, then I

33

| will start all over again and be a con- }
|
|
|

| hear him say:

sistent Hebrew, as I used to be.” But

! no sooner does he speak thus than I

“Nay; I will not do this
God sees; God knows. I see; I know.
And I will be true to “myself and true

| to my absent loved ones and true to my

Preston, Ont.

ple and yet wholesome food upon which
most of us were reargd in our fathers'
homes. He had the slmple breakfast
and the simple dinners and the sim-
ple suppers common to Jewish child-
hood. This “pulse” which he mentions
is the general name given to the Jegum-
inous plants, such as the beans and
peas, etc. Thus you can see what a
temptation must have come to Daniel
in a sensual way when he suddenly
had placed before him the viands and
the wines of the king’s danguet hall.
Oh, they looked s0 good, and they
smelled so good! The boy probably
wanted to taste them. He wanted to
féast on them. And yet, had he feast-
ed thds and kept on feasting, he would
surely have spiritually died. The meats
by the Mosaic law were unclean. God@
had sald, “Thou shalt met eat thix
food.”

“True,” says some one, “the king’s
meat may bhave been unclean food for
Daniel, but it is not unclean for me.

We are not living under the old but
| Jewish dietary laws. We are the advo- !

under the new dispensation. What
was a sin for Danicl to eat 18 not a
sin for me to eat.!” Oh, of course we
are not asserting that there is a direct
connection between what a man eats
and what a man spiritually is. And
we are asserting that the sins of the
palate are among the very worst of |
all sins. They are the sins which are
| often the forerunners of all ather sins.
| They are the sins which will turn man
into a beast and may unkennel all the
tigers and the wolves and the hyenas

(and the jackals of his lowep nature.

Beware, O man, of the king's meats
and wines, which Satan is zeady to
spread for us in many a bamguet bhall!
The Sicillans erected an altar in Ceres

| to Adephagia, the goddess af gluttony.

May we, as servants of the true God,
never be found worshiping at this bru-
| talizing, this mental and physical and
moral and spiritual depleting shrine.

I can hear Danlel's friends talkirg to
him and trying to persuade him to eat
this unclean food. ‘0h,”” they say,
“Daniel, of course your Ged is all right.
But what is the goed of being a blgot?
Why are you so hidebound about this
food Whx do vou not waorpship the '

Babylonish gods?
| theologically broaden out?

|

|
|
1
|
|
|

Why do you mot
Why do you
stick so close fe your Jewish laws?

Why do you not become a student of
‘the mew thought?” “But what is the
‘new thought? ” says Danlel. ‘“Why,” !
say the Babylonish friends, “don’t you
know? Have you not been reading our
new theology? Why, the ‘mew thought’
is a beautiful belief. This ig it in sub-
stance: God is goodness. God is in us.

We are all part of Gef Just try. to
think of God as a good Deing and try |
to develop all the good in you, and you 1
will grow better and grow like God.”

“But,” says Danlel,
do with the first commandment, which g
Moses gave o the children of lsrael: 1 i
am the Lord thy God, which brought |

thee out of the land of Egypt and out | ‘
of the house ¢f bondage; thou shalt |

have no other gods befors me?” “Oh, |
Daniel, Daniel, Daniel,” say the Baby- |
Jonish friends, “we have outgrown all

that superstitious stuff. We hawe out-

grown all the cemmandments and the

eates of the ‘new thought’ Tm that
‘new thought' we just try to be good,
and that is all ome needs to do.” My
friends, <cannot you hear Danlel's |
friends trying to get bim to eat the un-
clean food and adopt the religious lib- r
erali$m of the Babylonish capital?

Is not Satan t g to get ybu to eat |
of the unclean £« in our modern
Babylons by the same perniclous argu-
ment of theological liberallsm? I am |
not the least bit afraid that you wm\
become a blatant atheist. I am not'
afraid that you will turn your back !
upom Christ or upow the Bible. But I
am afraid lest the insidious advance of
the new liberal thought should under-
mine the foundatioms of your faithh I
find It doing its deadly work in the
church and in society. Men are giving
up their anchorages and are drifting
out en the sea of doubt toward the
rocks of eternal disaster. Never let go
your faith in the essential truths of
Christianity. The divinity of Christ, his
sinless life and his atonément on the
cross, his resurrection and ascensfon,
the work of the Holyx Spirit, the neges-
sitw of the new birth and the inspira~

“what has that ¢o | -

| tion ot the Bille—these are the dis-

tingulshing doctrines of our faith. To'!
abandon these is to surrender zll that
has made our religion a power im the
world; it is to turn Christianity into a
dry, dead system of ethics. In Christ
alone have we life. The Bible declares
it. If you deliberately go forth to eat
of the unck food in the Babylonfsh
capital you‘?uat perish. O God, may
we er become so liberal that we
ca) snake the wonlds of Jesus Christ
the cemtre, the circumference, the all
in all of what we should believe and
how 'we should lve!

But there is still ther fact which
would have mage the eating of the
king's meat easy for Daniel. The king's
food was spread In the presence of the
young man’s enemies. If Danfel did
| mot eat the meat and drink the wine
which came from the royal kitchens
and wine cellars at once, in all proba-
bility the refusal would be reported to
the king’s higher officials, and Danfel's
bright political prospects would not
only be stopped, but without doubt
Danifel would losé hig head, ‘Well,”
you say, “that is strangs. How can this
be? Daniel did not have any enemies
as yet. He had just been selected for

t future political favoritism and had not

vet eaten his first meal in ‘the palace.”
Ah, my friends, by that ‘question I
know one fact. You have not traveled
much abroad.

In our country the word “clannish-
ness’ has not much meaning. When
we go back to our Revolutionary days
we find that XKoscjusko and Baron
Steuben and Lafayette /helped to win
our independence. .Then we find that
Hamilton and a host of other states-
men who helped make us what we are
were foreign born. Then we find that
scores and hundreds of inventors like
Ericsson and@ moneyed kings like Car-
negie and teachers like Agassiz were
also born across the sea. And<thus,
strange to say, the highest recommen-
dation that an artist or a writer or a
preacher can have before the American
public is that he was foreign born.
But, though eur own people seem to feel
that all prima donnas who have a for-
elgn name eam sing better than our,
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‘in our youth. Then, whether we rise

. tinue in humble life, doing our duty in

‘| member of D. L. Moody's sermon. They

| God whether I am in the Babylonish

capital or in my own dear Jerusalem
or in my own father’'s house.”” Oh, my |
friends, has not the tempter come to
you, as I have imagined he came to
Danijel, whispering: “Why don't you
eat the unclean food? No one knows;
neo one will know. Why don’t you eat
the fruit of the forbidden tree just
once?” |

But, though the tempter may come
to us and whisper, *Child, just once,
and no one will know of thy sin,” be-
lieve him pot; the tempter is a per-
jurer. For no man ever sinned but at
last that sin found him out. In that
fascinating book of travels, “On the
Frontier,” Mr. Camplon tells us how
in the Isthrmus of Panama he tried to
gather some beautiful greem plants of
8 most delicate shade and formm. No |
sooner would he reach out and pluck
one than this leaf would Become noth-
ing Put a withered, shriveled, brownish
weed. “At first/” sald Mr. Camplon,
“I thought I was atricken with a de-
lirtum of the fatal Panama fever, put
after awhile I found that I had been
plucking a sensitive plant, so sensitive |
that as soon as I touched one immed-
iately it lost its color and life.” So it
is with sin. We may think we can
pluck the beautiful leaves of sin and
press them to our lips to kiss them |
and no one will know it, Rut, alas, |
the world will soon see that we are
not holding in our hands the beaut!i-
ful flower of purity, but a withered
stalk of sin. No sin can be safely hid- |
den, Every sin will ultimately he
found out. No Babylon is so far away
but the misdeeds of a Daniel will be
carried back to the home land and, what
is far worse, carried up to be written
down in the pages of the great book
which shall be opened by the recording |
angel at the judgment seat of Jesus
Christ. Hear it, man! Hear it, wo- |
man! Hear {t, chil@!

Thus it i1s with great joy that I hold ‘
up before your eyes the character ot
Daniel for you to copy. The last time |
I ever heard D. L. Moody preach was |
about this mighty man of God. In
that sermoric picture he showed us |
how Daniel was able to stand wlth‘
unblanched cheek amid the gaplngr
mouths of the lions’ den. But if you!
have followed me you know 1 have |
not once mentioned Daniel as the
mighty statesman of Nebuchadnezzar's
cqurt. My sermon has revolved about
the first great temptation of Daniel’'s
life, when he refused to eat the king's
meat, as the first great temptation of
Joseph's life was in Potiphar'’s home,
‘When thess two young men were
found true to God in the first tempta-
tions of youth the way was paved for
them to become the premiers of kings.
86 may we be true to God in the first
temptations. May we be true to God

to positions of power and influence
among the great of the world or con-

obscurity, we shall please him who,
when this world’s work i{s done, shall
give to us 'our heavenly crown. Thus
I close ‘'with the only five words I re-

are these: “Dare to be a Daniel! Dare
to be a Daniell Dare to be a Danlel!”
In God’'s name and with God's power,
dare to be a Daniel and triumph on
earth and in heaven. In God's’ ‘name,
dare.
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