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COMMISSIONER PRICE’S REPORT

The results of the informal enquiry conducted by Mr. 
Samuel Price, Mine Commissioner for Ontario, have 
been embodied in a report to the Honourable W. H. 
Hearst, Minister of Lands, Forests, and Mines. Taken 
in its entirety, despite the fact that there is much in
ternal evidence of Mr. Price’s unfamiliarity with the 
practical aspects of mining, the report can be described 
as painstaking and, in many respects, accurate. We are 
convinced, however, that those in authority intended 
from the first to pass the act limiting the time of under
ground labour to eight hours per day.

Mr. Price states at the outset that his investigation 
for the most part took the form of an informal enquiry, 
although every opportunity was given to employers, 
managers, and workmen to voice their sentiments indi
vidually and collectively. In his endeavour “to ascer
tain and understand the nature of underground em
ployment in the mines and the conditions under which 
men work,” the Commissioner communicated with mine 
managers throughout the Province, held public meet
ings in various mining centres, caused secret ballots 
to be taken amongst the men, and corresponded exten
sively with officials in other countries. He claims, in 
effect, to have given equal opportunities to both mine 
owners and employees. Whether he could or could not 
do this is a question that we shall touch upon very 
briefly. As there are about 4,000 men employed under
ground in the Province, and as each presumably has a 
vote, it is frankly to be doubted whether a Government 
official could handle the situation without at least a 
tincture of unconscious bias. The Government has far 
too much at stake to take unnecessary chances. Far 
be it from us to accuse the Ontario Government of de
liberate unfairness ; yet we cannot but percieve the un
wisdom of the method chosen.

In discussing the attitude of the men, the Commis
sioner said that nearly all are in favour of an eight- 
hour day. Out of a total ballot of 344, only 12 voted 
adversely to the proposed limitation of hours. “In 
nearly all the mines where the ballot was taken, I am 
satisfied,” says Mr. Price, “that the men as a rule 
are well treated and not at all dissatisfied in general 
with the way they are used by their employers.” The 
italics are our own. The clause italicized is most sig
nificant. Could a similar statement be made concern
ing any other industrial occupation? And why, in the 
name of reason, should the mining industry be selected 
by a paternal Government when there are numberless 
real abuses crying for attention in other industries?


