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_ railroad m-e . lor we ran plate our traaapor
utua systems on the aaroe equitable basis as bare our 
gervpran suter nations. This, however, we raa do only 
by studying what these nations bare accomplished. No 
prrjudtrr or lalee patriotism should be permitted to ester 
into our slotere endeavors to estsblieh the true functions
ot our government.

It is not intended to be re present argumente in 
raUtun to the current objections to public ownership It 
ha* been the atm to simply present the latte. Dut there 
is one objection to public ownership so frequently offered, 
and «I such a character, that It should never be permit­
ted to remain unanswered This objection Is offered by 
those who disbelieve In American honesty in public at- 
lairs those who claim that public ownmhlp would be a 
(allure because our publ c officials would not perform 
tbetr'dhiilee hrnestly. This claim Is on insult to every 
true American ; it is an Insult to the highest conception 
of American nfanhood. and as such it should be met 
Should we. as Americans, whether we be born under the 
stars and stripes, or bave from tree choice linked our 
future with the destinies of the Republic, ihoilid we ad­
mit that as honest men cannot be found among us as can 
he found among the individuals of our sister nat one 7 
Should we be so forgetful of the highest Ideals of true 
cittsenabip as to be able to make such a statement with­
out shame ?

If in the past public honesty has not been as con­
spicuous in our various governments as In the European 
governments, wbat has been the cause 7 Is not the cause 
the very existence of the corrupting Influences created by 
our fostered monopolies T European representatives of the 
people, it is said, guard their honor Jealously ; so do 
also American representatives—of the people. Represent­
atives of private mrnopoly. of vested interests, however, 
are. as a rule, not so Jealous of their public honor. But. 
were we free from the corrupting influences, would we 
not also be free from their representative!) 7 If we ellm 
Inate special privileges accorded to vested rights we shall 
find that even among us there are true, honest, upright 
men. proud of public confidence, who would place their 
Integrity above all else, and wou'd regain for America 
one of its nearly lost treasures—the faith in democratic 
government

When Americans as a nation lose their faith in 
American honesty the word "American" will have lost 
Its significance. It will be a misnomer. It had better 
pass into oblivion. For the American nation was found­
ed on conceptions of freedom, justice, and honesty ; and 
whenever these attributes shall be lost sight of, then let 
us no more be proud of our country, and let us admit 
that the prophecy of half a century ago, that republican 
government would prove to be a failure, will come true.

And still, why do we picture th:s condit'on 7 For 
this prophecy shall never come true. Whatever be the 
opinions of the few who have lost sight of the high ideals 
of Americanism, Americans still have faith in American 
honesty. Let the dead bury their dead. But let us who 
still believe in the future of America, sow the seed of 
truth The one reform previously inquired into is but 
one of the many which shall carry our country and our 
People forward and upward. It is required of us that we 
fulfil our duty. Let us shake off that spirit of indif­
ference that holds us down, and let us fearlessly, but 
intelligently, take one forward step at a time. Let the 
Prejudice of false patroitism be powerless in preventing 
°* *r°m expressing and acknowledging the true state of 
affairs, and let us not be foiled by the over-estimation of 
the power of opposition. Then our efforts will create a 
ffeer and better America than the America of today, and 
,e ****** be able to develop a spirit of true patriotism, 
"f r,a* Progressiveness, of justice for the many as well as 
or the few. and for the lew as well as for the many. We 

in a word, be able to ra se our country to that 
P ant where we shall have a right to proudly and justly 
*•’* *t "the ’nnd of the free ” '

RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS TO "GOVERN- 
MENT OWNERSHIP"

Railways la Europe
According to the l»ndoa Statist, the Austrian Gov­

ernment la extending its ownership of the ra I roads to 
include most of the mileage remaining under prient# 
ownership Five lines of a total length of 1.178 miles will 
become the property of the state before the end of the 
year, mu tag a total el 11,117 miles under public own 
erebip This will leave only about 1,806 miles of line 
under private ownership, and this will eventually go to 
the elate European countries generally are And ng* no 
satisfactory solution ol the railroad problem short of 
public ownership and operation.

THE LINE ELEVATOR COMPANY A 
FINANCIAL PIRATE

The following from the Co-operatly Journal of Chl- 
e*F0, ** ** applicable to the operations of the line eleva­
tors in Manitoba and Saskatchewan aa in the grain- 
producing states of the American Vnion

Viewed from a business standpoint the Line Elevator 
Co. la rapidly becoming, if It baa not been from the first, 
a commercial pirate. It seeks to maintain Ite monopoly 
on the grain trade Ite object la to pay large dtv.denda 
on the capital invested and It never Invests a dollar In 
the community In which the dividends are made. It 
accumulates these dividends In the large business centres 
and Invests them in no wiee as we believe for the benefit 
of farmers or the business communities

On the other hand, the Co-operative Farmers’ Eleva­
tor has In view, not large dividends, but good prices ; 
every cent of advance in price, every dollar In dividende 
goes bark to the shareholders and grain growers, and 
throneb the farmers re-enters the channels of trade In the 
community In which the grain was grown.

The farmers and business men. whose Interrets are 
identical, should unite In the condemnation of the methods 
used by the line bouses, and should support in every fair 
and legitimate way the interests of the cooperative 
companies throughout the grain belt.

WANT GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP
The Grain Growers' Association of Mather. Man., 

passed the following resolution at their meeting, held 
October 19th :—

Moved by James Robinson, seconded by 8. A. Ful- 
ford—That we, the grain growers of Mather, heartily 
approve of the efforts of the Executive of the Grain 
Growers' Association in the past year, and urge them to 
continue their demand for government ownerahlp of all 
storage facilities for the handling of grain at the Interior 
and terminals. Carried.

TO LET CONTRACT FOR G. T. P. 
ELEVATOR

Fort William, Oct. 24.—When Chas. M. Haye, presi­
dent of the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, was In the city, 
he made an Important statement re terminal work con­
struction in that city. Mr. Hays said : "I beg to say 
that as our bridge over the Ksmlnistlqula river is com­
pleted and we have several miles of track on the Mission, 
and extending back to the elevator aite, we have deter­
mined to immediately take steps to commence its con­
struction. We now have on the ground the neceesar? piles 
for the foundation, and expect next Tuesday to award the 
contract for the construction of the elevator, including 
most modern working house and storage bouse of 3,000,- 
000 capacity. This is the first unit of our elevator plant, 
which when fully developed will contain a storage of 
40,000,000 bushels. We will shortly follow up the work of 
laying tracks, building our engine bouse and shops, coal 
handling plant, wharves, freight sheds, etc., and hope to 
be utt'izirg the Mi-s’cn terminal for the 1709 c o?.


