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“ For this reason we view with paper man concerning the present 
pleasur^how the representatives of situation of the Catholics in China, 
several nations have met in “There are about two million 
Washington with the aim of reach- Catholics in China," said Mgr. de 
ing an agreement for the reduction Guebriant. “ This is a little and it 
of armaments and not alone do we is a lot. It is Tittle' compared with 
warmly hope that their labours the total population, although here 
may have a happy success, but some reservations are permissible : 
unitedly, for the good of all, we people easily speak of 400,450 and 

God that He may aid them even 47o,ooo,OOT inhabitants in
China. These figures are absolutely 
fantastic, for there has never been 
a census in China.

“ Before the War, the Almanach 
de Gotha, which is generally well 
informed, gave the figure of three 
hundred million inhabitants in 
China. In view of the earthquakes, 
plague, cholera, famine and civil 
wars which have decimated the 
country since 1914, the figure of 
three hundred million would seem 
much nearer the truth than that of 
four hundred million.

“ Nevertheless, two million out of 
three hundred millions is little.
But if we take into account the 
persecutions and difficulties of 

nature which have hindered
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BISHOP SCHREMBS’ SERMON

Bishop Schrembs’ sermon was a 
powerful presentation of the histor­
icity and divinity of Christ and of 
His Chureh. The preacher showed 
that no attack, whether by ration­
alists or atheists or “high critics" 
had impaired the validity of 

.Christ’s claim to Divinity.
“Nineteen centu ies have passed 

before Him with their love and with 
their hate, with their problems and 
their soul longings, and each in 
turn has confessed, either willingly, 
by its successes and achievements, ever 
or constrained by its failures and 
its defeats: ‘Thou art the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life,’ ” Bishop 
Schrembs declared.

“The triumph of Christ is mani­
fest in Constantine, as the standard 
of the Cross snatched from the 
clouds of heaven leads his legions 
to victory over the pagan hosts of 
oppressors. It is no less glorious
and convincing in the dying accents what think you of christ ? 
of a Julian the Apostate as he hurls . . .. .
a handful of his blood to Heaven And now a last question. What 
and cries out : ’ O Galilean, Thou think you of Christ ? In union with
hast conquered.’ Constantine and the million of Catholics today, in 
Julian are but types of the faith union with the Catholics of all ages, 
and the unbelief of all the ages. in union with Peter, the chief of the 

“One of the grandest pages of Apostles, we proclaim it fearlessly 
the writings of the great old pagan and loudly : Thou art the Christ, 
orator and philosopher, Cicero, the Son of the living God , Thou 
describes the transeendént happi- hast the words of Eternal Lite, 
ness that would fall to man’s lot “ Whosoever would destroy or 

it granted him to behold the shake this confession of faith, to 
highest ideal of moral excellence him do we say with Tertuliian : 
and perfection, personified in a ‘Parce spei totius mundi’—‘Spare, 
form of flesh and blood. Such a oh, spare the only hope of the 
living - and pulsating ideal, he world.’ Of what use would be the 
thought, would be a heaven-sent Christ of the infidel or the ration- 
model, the very contemplation of alist, made up out of the torn shreds 
which would, again and again, yf the gospels—of what use aChrist 
rouse our poor moral conscience, that did not come forth from God 
and lead it safely in the paths of and does not return to God — a 
virtue. ‘Oh, what joy and consola- Christ born of the spirit of the 
tion,’ he cries out, to possess a world, and like it doomed to death ? 
divine teacher whose lessons of Such a Christ is a mere shadow, an 
unchanging truth would remove us empty thing, and the world will 
from the suul-destroying confusion never accept his yoke. Let me here 
of ever-changing human opinions quote a remarkable extract from a 
and vagaries, and whose precepts of sermon preached recently by the 
life would safeguard us against the Rev. Charles Edward Stowe, a Con- 
caprice of the fickle human heart.’ gregationalist minister and a 

“ Plato, too, perhaps the greatest nephew of the famous Henry Ward 
of all pagan philosophers, thought a Beecher.
God alone, come to earth, could lead ‘‘‘Our Puritan fathers never 
mankind out of its deepening mis- would have made the break that 
ery. What they sighed after and they did with Catholic Christianity, 
longed for, but though impossible,, could they have foreseen, as a 
has appeared on earth in the person result thereof, the Christless mon- 
of Jesus Christ. His person and bund, frigid, fruitless Protestant­
es work alike are authenticated by ism that can contribute neither 
the clearest and most stupendous warmth, life, inspiration nor power 
works of divine power. His lan- to lift us above the weight and 
guage is the language of divine weariness of sin. Thank God this is 
authority that forced even His not true of all Protestantism ! The 
enemies to confess : ‘Never did man great doctrines of Catholic Chris- 
speak like this man.’ And yet tianity are still believed and preached 
there was a sweetness, too, in His in many of our churches. Blit, 
accents, that reached to the very alas lit is only too true that the 
depths of the human soul, and heavenly city, which our Puritan 
stirred the long-lost chords of heav- father yearned for and sought with 
enly love, His teaching, so full of prayers and tears, has become to 
divine earnestness and overwhelm- many of their Christless descend­
ing power, holding up before us ants, a frigid city of ice palaces, 
the sublime motives of God-given built of pale negations, cold, cheer- 
duties and eternal responsibilities, less, shining in a pale winter sun, 
together with the goal and sanction with an evanescent glitter of a 
of everlasting reward and punish- doubtful and unsubstantial intel- 
ments, would at last enable man to lectual worth.
break the spell of the bewitching “ ‘ As the icebergs from the frozen 
siren song of earthly passions that north floated with the ocean cur- 
lures him to destruction. rents only to be melted and dis-

“ The incomparable beauty and appear in the warm waters of the 
splendor of His own life is so equator, so shall these transcenden- 
attractive and intelligible that the tal ice mountains melt in the 
simplest child may lay hold of it, warmer currents that the Holy 
and yet so sublime and exalted that Spirit will bring to human hearts 
the mightiest minds of all ages have from our crucified, but now risen 
stood in reverent awe and admira- and glorified Lord, 
tion. The research of modern his- “ ‘The full, rich, ^glorious Christ 
torians has wrought havoc with of Catholic Christianity has been 
many accepted stories of antiquity, dragged from His throne by these 
and many are the fond heroes that ‘Advanced’ thinkers God save the 
have fallen under the mighty blows mark and reduced to beggary. A 
Of its destructive hammer. , One p'ale, bloodless emaciated Syrian 
short period of-history alone has ghost, He still dimly haunts the icy 
been able to withstand the terrible corridors of this twentieth-century 
onslaught and that is the short Protestantism, from which the 
period from the year one to the doom of His final exclusion has 
year thirty-three. What do we find been already spoken.

Surely they cannot 
they have idiots for their hearers.’ j the Catholic People’s party has been 

“ Christ then is and ever will ! deprived of its former affiliation 
remain the greatest educator, the with the Centrist Party, and a new 
only Saviour of the world. How- party must be founded, comprising 

much the science and the cul- all ranks, classes, nationalities and 
ture and the progress of the world creeds represented in the popula- 
may go on increasing, and howso- tion of Upper Silesia, 
ever much man’s mind may expand, The fundamental principles of 
the transcendent sanctity and the this new party, it was declared, 
sublime morality of Christ, as it should be, first parity, so that all 
shines forth in the gospels will Upper Silesians, Poles, Germans and 
never be equalled, much less ex- others, should enjoy complete 
celled. To Christ then must our equality in respect to political 
century turn for inspiration. He rights and appointments ; second, 
alone can be its Saviour. Christianity, to insure that the

ideas and ideals of the State and 
the government be Christian ; 
third, autonomy, to guarantee to 
the Polish parts of the Province full 
self-government within the Polish 
state ; fourth, democracy, that jus­
tice and liberty be proclaimed and 
all classes of the population be per­
mitted and exhorted to work for the 
undertakings of the state and 
society ; fifth, social progress, that 
the party may be brought to strive 
for the realization of the social aims 
of the times.
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In view of the great movement 

among statesmen and people for 
Previously acknowledged 42,642 4S j general disarmament, the words of
Friend, Ottawa................ 6 00 ; p0pe Leo XIII., written nearly fifty

years ago, may be profitably re-
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st. Joseph, patron of china, BURSi Europe. For many years past peace 
Previously acknowledged 42,190 84 has been rather an appearance than

a reality. Possessed with mutual 
1 00 ! suspicions, almost all the nations 

are vying with one another in equip­
ping themselves with military arma- 

: ments.
“ Inexperienced youths are re­

moved from parental direction and 
j control, to be thrown amid the 

Previously acknowledged 4301 80 j dangers of the soldier’s life ; robust
young men are taken from agricul­
ture, or ennobling studies, or trade, 

Previously acknowledged 4246 00 ; or the arts, to be put under
“ Hence, the treasures of States 

are exhausted by the enormous ex­
penditure, the national resources 

1 are frittered away, and private 
fortunes impaired ; and this, as it 
were, armed peace, which new pre­
vails, cannot last much longer. Can 

I this be the normrl condition of 
human society ?

“ Yet we cannot escape from this 
$2,066 02 : situation, and obtain true peace,

1 00 except by the aid of Jesus Christ.
1 00 ! For to repress ambition and
2 00 I covetousness and envy — the chief 
2 00 instigators of war—nothing is more 
5 00 fitted than the Christian virtues and,
1 00 in particular, the virtue of justice ;
2 00 for, by its exercise, both the law 
5 00 of nations and the faith of treaties 
5 00 may be maintained inviolate, and 
5 00 the bonds of brotherhood continue 
5 00 ! unbroken, if men are but convinced 
1 00 that justice exalted a nation.”

comforter of the afflicted bubs»
pray
with light, that they may determine 
not alone how to lighten the h?avy 
burdens of the peoples, which is no 
small thing, but a thing which 
matters much more—to make as 
remote as possible for evermore the 
dangers of new wars.”

Without doubt this expresses the 
attitude of Catholics. But we must 
immediately reflect that this entails 
upon all very definite duties. If 
we are to expect that men will 
recognize the necessity of divine 
guidance in such supreme moments 
we must constantly remind them 
that our duties to God are matters 
of every day concern. The provi­
dence of God is with us always 
whether sunshine brighten our path 
or cloud overshadow us. 
your Father knoweth that you have 
need of all these things." Hence 
the very definite appeal to the Con­
ference is directly an appeal to all 
people to seek in God the answer to 
many of our questions rather than 
to depend entirely upon ourselves 
and our environment.

The Catholic Church keeps con­
stantly before our minds the truths 
which the Holy Father proclaims to 
all in the allocution pronounced | steadily. Only yesterday two new 
when such important events are 1 ones were created, one in the 
being enacted. And she keeps them Pe-Chi-Li district and the other in a 
alive by fulfilling the divine mission 1 southern province. At the present 
imposed upon her by Our Lord Him- time there are nearly sixty vicari- 
self. “The seed is the Word of : ates apostolic.
God." He ordered that it be sown “We have in all one thousand 
everywhere in the world to bring native priests, that is to say, 
forth in due time an abundant Chinese who have been converted to 
harvest. Catholicism and who have been

This distinct command imposes ordained priests. Some of them 
upon the Church the duty of prepar- are former bonzes. We also have 
ing and sending the sowers. Christ about one thousand three hundred 
has handed over to His ministers the and ninety European priests of 

work whieh He Himself was various nations and belonging to
various congregations : the Lazar- 
isls 1 who are the most numerous;! 
the priests of the Foreign Missions 
of Paris, the Jesuits, the Francis- 

the Foreign Missions of
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Cologne, Germany, November 16. 
—As more than a third of Upper 
Silesia hereafter will be Polish 
territory, American Catholics will 
doubtless be glad to learn some­
thing of the Province whose final 
disposition has been a subject of so 
much strife.

The whole territory comprises 
338 parishes and 31 benefices called 

Of these 108 parishes and
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every
missionary work in China it is really 
’a lot,’ especially since the progress 
of Catholicism both in the towns and 
in the country is slow, even if sure 
and continuous.

‘“We must acknowledge here that 
the new government is more benev­
olent, more tolerant and more 
liberal than the old regime.

“ The number of vicars apostolic 
in China, that is to say, the number 
of missionary bishops increases

" For
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curacies.
15 curacies will go to Poland, while 
Germany retains 230 parishes and
16 curacies. There were in all 649 
priests in Upper Silesia. Three 
hundred and forty-nine of these will 
remain under German control.

Catholics in Upper Silesia num­
bered 1,860,000. As a result of the 
partition, 974/00 will be in Polish 
territory and 916/O'will continue 
as citizens of Germany. The non- 
Catholics in Polish Silesia number 
64,000 and those in the German part 
of the province 109,000. Thus about 
one half of the total population of 
the original province goes to 
Poland.

The districts awarded to Poland 
relatively more populous than 

those allotted to Germany. The 
condition of the priests in the 
Polish territory is not, however, so 
favorable as is that of those in the 
German parts. In the latter a 
curateship GmbracBS 8,849 Catholics, 
with a priest for every 2,713 souls, 
while in the Polish districts there 

7,432 Catholics in a curateship 
and an average of one priest for 
each 4,671 Catholics.

A small part of the German terri­
tory belongs to the Archdiocese of 
Olmuetz, that is, the “Kommis- 
sariat" Kaschar, with 41 curacies, 
68 priests, 78,253 Catholics, and 
4,196 non-Catholics. There are now 
2,420,0011 Catholics in the German 
part of the Archdiocese of Breslau 
instead of the 3,330/mm living there 
prior to the separation. As there 
are not many non-Catholics in the 
new Polish district, the German 
territory under the jurisdiction of 
the Archbishop of Breslau will here­
after be much more a diaspora than 
it was in the past. Whereas 
the Catholics in this district were 
formerly 25% of the population they 
are now scarcely 20%.

Germany has lost by alienation of 
her territory more than 7,000,000 of 
inhabitants, of whom 5,0.0,000 were

Canada’s Big Need
Is a rugged dependable long-lived line of 
motor trucks to cope with her tremendous 

and to increase her transportât on

same
sent to do. “ As the Father hath 
sent me 1 also send you." The 
ordinary means of converting souls 
to God is through the power of the 
ministry of the priesthood. They cans, 
are to offer sacrifice, to administer Scheul-les-Bruxelles, the Mission- 
the sacraments, to bless, to preach aries of the Incarnate Word, the 
the word of God and to organize the Dominicans, the Foreign Missions of 
whole work of the Church. When Saints Peter and Paul of Rome, the 
they are present, awhen they are Augustinians, the Foreign Missions 
faithful to their sacred duties, then of Parma, the Salesians of Don 
all may expect that peace which the Bosco and some Missionaries of the 
world alone can never give. With- diocese of Macao, in all an average 
out their ministry nations would of one priest for one hundred and 
never learn nor practice the divine twenty five thousand Chinese for a 
commands. The results would be population scattered over a country 
disastrous for the spirit of good larger than Europe." 
will among men. Before the days Questioned concerning the Pro­
of Our Saviour force was the only testant Missions, Mgr. de Guebriant 
law which men generally obeyed, said:
The idea of a common Father of all “ The Protestant Missions, both 
uniting men in the love and fear of English and American, haye more 
Him, came into being only through resources than ours. This is a well 
the preaching and practice of Chris- known fact. Thanks to their means 
tian virtue. But this became of action they have been able to 
possible only where the ministers of create in China various educational 
Christ were aide to carry on the institutions, professional schools, 
work which Christ Himself com- colleges.commercialschools,courses, 
manded. conferences, etc.

It is exactly this view and neceq- “ These establishments are at- 
sity which has given in our day such tended by the children of the let- 
impetus to missionary endeavours tered middle classes, and in this 
It is this which has made all realize way the Protestant missions exer- 
how the work of Extension is an cise an undeniable influence over a
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