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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON.
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost.
INGRATITUDE,

Ingratitnde is a very mean viee, no
matter against whom it is committed,
There may be some fathers and mothers
listening to me who have felt how eruel
a sin it is, for there are children, not a
few nowadays, who have treated their
parents, good parents too, with shoeking
ingratitude ; have cursed them and re-
viled them; have struck them; have
allowed them to live on the charity of
strangers ; have foreed them to play the
part of drudges during those sad years
of old age when leisure and comfort
would be so woleome; have tried to
force the little remnant of means from
them by the basest threats and extor-
tion, and perhaps even violence ; there
are parents whose hearts have ached to
gee their children ashamed of their old-
aountry accent and their simple man-
ners. ls mot this very abominable ?
Then, too, all through life we meet with
syases wheree men have lent others money |
yat of personal friendship, only to he
repaid by lying, dishonest ingratitude, |
Indeed, there is searcely one of us who
has not been badly treated by parsons
whom we have in one way or other be-
friended,

Perhaps you have heard of the poor
man who was walking along the docks
one evening, and hearing the eries of a
drowning man he threw off his coat,
jumped into the water, and, almost
drowning himself in the effort, finally
brought the poor fellow safe oun shore.
ie turned out to be a very rich man.
Grateful, as you may suppose, for his
life, he turned to his rescuer, he drew
from his poeket a handful of silver, and
what do you think he did? He asked

Il

him if he had ehange for half-a-dollar !

Indeed there are many who towards
the end of their lives suffer sharp re-
morse for the ingratitude of their earl-
ier days. tlow many who never pray
for their benefactors; who are so proud
and selfish that they do not want to have
any benefactors; who are just as care-
less of benefactors’ names in their back-
biting as of any others; who think that
a little money can pay a debt of affec-
tion ; who often receive and never give,
nor so much as ever thank !

Vell, my brethren, if we treat each
other so, we treat God no better, not
even so well. Now where did I get my
rood home, and my dear friends, and my
ylentiful means, and my good bed?
from (od, Who ecertainly does require
it least thanks in return. Did T ever
rive them 2 Did [ ever so mueh as actu-
ally feel that God had given me these
rifts 2 Where did I get my good health,
ny clear head, my strong arm, my light
happy heart
rot sueh things only fr

Brethren, we
ym the most lov-

tep, my

ing kindness of our Creator. And«
lav woe get them over agzain And every
day we receive them, we enjoy them

yas ! sometimes in a sinful manner--and
wo o on our way almost as if there was
w0 God at all.

Mhe trath is that the commonest sin
of our lives is ingratitude to God, 1t is
like the very goerm-sin, or the poison in
the air, or the venom in the blood of
fallen man, It is a sin which is rooted
n pride, upon and
brings forth the frait of spiritual indif-
ference. In trath, it is as much a state
f soul as a sin or a scries of sins,
Henece it is hoartily detested by all good
Christians, They endeavor to practise
the virtue of thankfulness at every turn,
Fhey are careful to give at least a
guarter of an hour thanksgiving after
Communion ; they not only make novenas
for favors,but novenas in thanks for them;
when at table they say at least one
mouthful of prayers, in gratitude for the
many mouthfuls of each of their meals ;

feeds selfishness,

very | trines gain the upper hand, there will
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‘patural man, have swept over the
Chureh like a devastating flood, destroy-
ing faith in the foundation of Christian-
ity, the Bible as God's authoritative
revelation of salvation."”

The danger here referred to would

not be so threatening if it were not that
the very persons to whom the defence
of Presbyterian doctrines has been in-
trusted are the ones who are engaged
in undermining *faith in the founda-
tions of Christianity and in the Bible as
(iod's revelation of Salvation.,” In
ovher words, bhe Presbylerian Churd h
resembles a beseiged fortress whose de-
fenders find that they have to protect
themselves not only against enemies on
the outside of the breastworks, but
against foes within them. Herein is the
gravest peril.  The Preshyterian organ
from which we have already quoted in
dealing with this internal treachery,
thus describes it :
“ One peculiar feature of the situation
is that in the past the destroyers of the
faith have commonly been men of the
world, outside of the ehurches; to-day
they are inside the churches — leaders
in a great scholastic apostacy, in-
trenched in the foremost positions of
power in its pulpits, its press, its homes,
its educational institutions and even in
theological seminaries, poisoning all the
springs of its life.

“ Another dark feature of the situa-
tion is that these enemies of the Bible
have gained control of the forces that
shape the public opinion and conduct of
the Church and the world.”

We have here a deseription of a situ-
ation which bodes ill for the future of
the Preshyterian Church, If the ( hris-
tian truths, which impart to it all the
vitality it pos-esses, cease to influence
the minds and the conduct of its mems=
bers, its days will be numbered. Clear
secing Presbyterians must recognize
this, They cannot fail to perceive that
if the propagation of anti Christian doe-

be no further need for the existence of
the Presbyterian Church which, in that
case, will disappear in the limbo that
has swallowed up so many seets in the
past.

That the forces of unbelief at work
within the Presbyterian Chureh are
busily employed in preparing the way
for such disastrous results to Presbyter-
ianism is attested by any number of wit-
nesses who are fully competent to bear
testimony on this subject. We have
already quoted some of these witnesses.
Let us put one or two more on the stand
and hear what they have to say. Prasi-
dent,William Phillip,of the Bible League,
in summarizing the situation says:

“Through this false teaching the
faith of the fathers' in the Bible as the
inspired, authoritative word of God is
being rapidly dethroned in the minds of
multitudes of men. KEven the ministry
of the Word, in many cases, is becoming

hey thank God for the a®lictions He
nds as well as for His favors, for He is

h vne God to their loving hearts in
gtorm or sunshine ; v word, one of the
hannels « love of God in their

IIVes 18 a «
e His fay

that this virtue v mark
ion to eternal life

of gratitude
od to believe
of predestina

. ——

MUODERNISM AND SECTS.

The Preshyterian Chureh in this eoun
try 18 entering upon a
promises to be franght
to Americe
ism. The leaven of the
seitieism, which has
years in all the Protestant sects,
lucing results which are beginuing te
Varm  sincere Presbyterians who see
beliefs they hold sacred treated in the
nost contemptuous mannen
erian  ministers,  The recent
tion in New York of three
or the Presbyterian ministry, who open

CONSBQUEN S
o-ealled highet
been at

1S pro

ordina

y expressed dishelief in our Lord's res-

rrection, in His virgin birth and i
biblical miracles generally, has brough
home to many

I’resbyterians a realiza

" y I
ion of the nature and of the extent of | X, pendered to the cause of Christianity
the serious ¢ sor menaoli = . 1 : & iy,
. rious danger weing the Church | when he gave to the world his encyeli-

y which they

Phus the Rev. Dr. Daniel

member of the New
ordinatio
Were ond

rominent

whytoery, refereing to the

f ministers who rejeet what

ynsidered essontial doctrines of Pres

said that the ordinatio
would prove th.
the di

byterianism,
» entering wedge i
integration of the Presbytervia
In defining the nature of th

sue involved he deelared
nen under discussion deni-d the doc
trines of

cameo t

confossion and

out., The
Bible in

Preshytery

truggle which
with momentous w1t
i Preshyterian-

work for

by Presbhy-

candidatoes

owe spiritual allegiance

“The three But the C

faith and it
a final issue whether it was the
Bible or the men who sheuld be thrown
threw out the
indorsing the denials of the

or has become, ministry of unbelief in
all things supernatural and divine., A
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Steamboats. etc.

Used by the best Bakers

ard Caterers everywhere also by Chefs in the

large hotels and on Dining Cars, Steamships,

It is wise to use food products that are
produced in clean factories.

E. W, GILLETT CO.LTD,
TORONTO, ONT.

mission such as was intrusted to St.
Peter and his successors.

Speaking with the authority derived
from that divine commission, Pius X.
has ernshed Modernism within the Cath-
olic Church. The Presbyterian Church,
devoid of sueh authority, is struggling
with the form of Mo7ternism which has
manifested itself within its fold and
which seriousiy threateus the existence
of the Presbyterian Church as a Chris-
tian Church. As the struggle pro-
gresses, it may well happen that sincere
and devout Presbyterians, who believe
in Christ and His teachings, will ask
themselves whether a Church, that has
no authority to safeguard these teach-
ings except such as is derived from a
majority vote of fallible men, can be of
divine origin.—N.Y. Freeman's Journal.

§ WRITING

Another distinguished
Rev. Dr. Daniel S. Gregory, who has
held the position of pr Yale
and Princeton, is every bit as emphatic
as the president of the Bible League in
speaking of the assaults upon what
formerly were considered the cardinal
doetrines of the Presbyterian Church,
We quote his words :

Preshyterian,

ofessor of

would be hard to overstate the
gravity of the situation, with all the'e
forces of unbelief organized in the in-
terests of deadly errors, and flooding
- | the world with their books of reference
v | and their literature for Sunday schools,
| families, and students in educational in-
stitutions of all grades.”

The testimony
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Holding Civilization Together.

A non-Clatholie correspondent of the
Emporia (Kansas) Weekly Gazette writ-
ing from Rome, has this to say of what
the Rev. W. R, Alger, another outsider,
calls  the most imposing organie symbol
of Christendom "

“The Holy Roman Catholic Church,
whether we like it or dislike, it, still
must be admitted by serious-minded per-
sons of every faith to be the cement that
is holding civilization together. For if
the influence of the Catholic Church
were removed from millions upon mil-
lions of our fellow-creatures in Christen-
dom, barbarism and anarchy would rise
rampant in the world.”

Not a particularly novel assertion,
even from a Protestant nowadays ; but
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as proof that traditional antipathy or
bigoted repugnance to the Chureh is on
the wane everywhere in the United
States.—Ave Maria.
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