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THE SOCIAL PROBLEM.,

In the February number of the Meg-
senger KFather Maas, S, J, an
article entitled ** Professor Peabody
and the Social Question.”” He limns
the character of Christ, and polnts out
that it must meet our present ‘‘Sociaj
Question,”” by means of the character
that is formed by an imitation of
Christ, and by obedience to His prin-
ciples.
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it The second lox is
gervice : Whotoever will
among you, let him be your miuistsr

and whosoever will be chief amorg you,
let him be your servant.”” The third ‘
paradox is idealism., ‘' Life is more |
than meat.”’ {
“ Will the Christian character solve \
the Social Problem of to day?’’ asks
Father Maas. ‘' One must coufess that |
with the spread of the Chriztian cha:i- [
acter the conditions of modern life will
no longer remain prohibitive of moral- |
ity : the precepts of
no longer be mocking
the dwellers in one room
children
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words to
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and work is slack, ‘
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its strain, The workman will no longer 1
be a tool, and the employer a |
taskmaster ; the ruler will no longer be '
a tyrant, and the subject be a more
slave. And why has not Christiauity
produced these results beiore? Simply
because the modern time has not allowed
Chbristianity to cope with the pro
blem, because the Christian charac'er
has not been formed."”

With oppression of the pcor, and the
operations of the high finance which
evades the penitentiary, and the shame-
less servility to the wealthy, and lifer
destroying pursuit of wealth—with all
our academic dissertations on present-
day evils, and our reluctance to do
aught that may remedy them, we can
agree with Carlyle, that ‘‘ the begin-
ning and the end of what is the malter
with society is that we have forgotten
God,"”

The Messenger has also articles on
Don Quixote and ** Oar Italian Greek
Catholics,"
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SOCIAL ACTIIVITY.

Writing in the Catholic World for
February on *‘ The Social Activity of
French Catholies,”” Max Turmanr,
LL.D., assures us there are very
good reasons why tle Cathclics of
France should be cheerful amid all the
anxious cares of the present moment.

The outsider, however, may be par-
doned for envying the French Catholics
who refuse to be depressed at tae sight
of M. Fallieres as President of the
Republic. And with Catholic journal -
ists at war with one another, and sena-
tors hostile to the Church safe again
in their seats, it is difficult to see any
reason for cheerfulness.

Some people, says the writer, are as-
tonished and even angered when they
cannot reap the harvest almost as soon
as the seed is sown. As Mr. George
Goyan wrote recently :

“ We know the good that we want to
do, but not always the good that is
done. If here and there some result
seems slight and rather discouraging,
tell your triends that sometimes things

turn out well without our knowing it
till we get to heaven.”

The work done by the Catholic Young
Men's Association and Le Solon is de-
scribed in detail.

LIFE AND MONEY.

In an article on Life and Money, Dr.
Kerby says that * much of the modern
discontent which is formulated by labor
unions and socialists is directed
towards income conditions. Yet the
equally vital question of spending money
is neglected when much in the way
of reform might be accomplished by
right judgment in expenditure. Right
diseipline of wants is part of life, hence
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Father Delehaye's work on the 3
He that the learned Bol 's
labors enhance the value of the (&
of the Saiuts by separating the gZenuine
from the false; by authorizing us to

distinguish the inspiricg records of the
the Holy has
wrought in frail, sinful huwanity from
the mere vaporings of the popular in-

wonders that Spirit

agination or the insipid inventions of
3] ess He blds us to
not confound the saint with the siory :

seribe,

to conclude that because the latter will |

not in its entirety or some of its parts

stand the light of criticism, the credit

of the saint is in jeopardy. Another
thing to be remembered ia that many
narratives were intended by thel

authors to be a vehicle fur moral and
spiritual lessons,

The Lids us remember
that this work of winnowing the true
from the false is ons way of answering
those who contend that Catholicism can-
not face the light of modern research.
This need becomes more imperative
{rom the fact tha’ some who would not
for worlds willingly co operate with the
opponents of Catholicism in shaking
the faith of the laity, unintentionally
do play into their hands. They, as far
as it is in their power to do so, rashly
pledge the Clturch's authority for be-
liefs that are clothed with no such dig-
nity. They declare that this or that
claim of a place or a relic or some al
leged fact has bcen confirmed by the
Pope or is tanght by all theologians
and therefore de fide,

——

A CAUTICN.

In this connectior it may be well to
quote the following words from Bishop
Hedley's latest work: We can learn
two important lessons on this subjsct
from the so called scientific spirit.
One is not to force our own pious opin:
ions upon others and the second is to
cultivate greater cauniion than cur
forefathers, considering the age in
which we live. As to the second it may
be said without fear of failing in spirit-
usl learning, that in these days piety
is intended to be more hard headed
than it formerly was. To be cautious
is not to be less pious ; it is only to be
on the side of not allowirg your piety
to spread itself over tco much ground.

author also

“THE CATHOLIC 1S THE BEST
RELIGION TO DIE IN.”

(* Truth,” quoted by The Lamp, Anglican.)

A most striking fact in testimony of
the truth of Catholic faith is that a
Catholic never leaves the Catholic
Church on his deathbed, or when the
certainty «f immediate death stares
hin in the face. And on the contrary,
the reader will find that very many
Protestanis and others when about to
face the judgment seat of God, when
the shackles of this world have fallen
practically from them, embrace Catho-
lic faith and become members of the
Catholic Church. The reader will be
astonished if he will but note in the
execution of criminals how many turn
to the Catholic Church in their last
hour ; how many sick at our hospitals
do likewise, and how often the Priest
is called in to attend the deathbeds of
non-Catholics. It has been said that
other religiors are better to live in but
the Catholicreligion is better to die in.
What is this but saying that the Cath-
olic religion is the true religion ?
Even Philip Melancthon, one of the
chief of the great Reformers, advised
his dear mother to die in the Catholic

it is interior and vital. One's attitude

ARCHBISHOP GLENNAN ON [EE
CONFESSIONAL.

“ Perhaps there is no doctrire or

practice ot the Catholic Charch thgt

has met with more opposition, criticism

and denunelaticn than that which is |
popularly kuown as the confessional— ’
“going to confession,’’ |
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human rights, and as cause rather than ||
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CONTRITION ESSENTIAL,

* I notice, however, that all attacks
on the sacraments of penance carefally
cl ate any mention of this mosh es
scntial feature, contrition, and proceced
t> attack econfersion as if it were |

ical act, and a mere
m Ine conl Vel
m -believe
heaven, and wh: o
U sba
ot
ts the samo w
\ithew,

1k this commission te
as it were, too muc

“‘Some may
general—prov
—but when we turn to 3t. John, chyj

ter xx., verse 21, the Saviour's words
are much plainer and His commission

much more definite. He st
with all the diguity and sole
consecration, anl sets it in, perhzj

the most solenn words ever spoken !

the apostles. Speaking to them, He
says: ¢ As the Father hath sent me, |
also send you,” When He had said this
He breathed on them and He said to
them : * Raceive ye the Holy Ghost,
Whose sins you shall forgive they are
forgiven them, and Whose sins you
<hall retain they are retaived.’

* Now, you car see in tiese word

such a definite commission, so clear an
expression of a power con‘erred, 80 str
rounded with ceremony, that they
must be sirange reasoncrs who deny
the seriptural foundations for the con
fessional, for if the apostles had the
power to forgive sins in Christ's name,
the people who would ask that forgive
ness must necessarily confess the sics
they would ask forgiveness for:
so that confession became a neces
sary corrollary of the divine com-
mission.
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TIE SACRAMENT,

“ Aupd so0 it has been a sacramen’ of
the chareh from the beginning, a sacra
ment established by our blcssed Lord
not by priests nor through supersti
fous agencies. Some may object that
there is no ¢ocumentary proof clearly

ages, but there is certainly no proof
against it. And if we carefully study
the law ot the church's lite, we can
readily see that a practice such as
auricular confession by its very nature
could not be introduced in the later
years of the church's development.
Confession of sin, we all admit, is a
difficult, distasteful, and, humanly
speaking, a very disagreeable perform
ance. Now the charch's discipline has
all along the line relaxed somewhal
from its pristine vigor. Our fasts to-
day are not as severe ; our alms-giv-
ings are not as liberal ; cur faith not
as heroic as in the first ages of the
church, and the entire trend of Catho-
lic discipline has been all through the
years to a more merciful interpretation
of law and a grcater reasonablenes of
service,

“ With such a trend evidenced all
through our history, would it not bo
next to impossible for any human
agency in the church to create and
popularize that which of itsell is so
unpopular ? A people, pious or other-
wise, would raturally revolt agains®
such an innovation. So that only a
divine mandate and constant practice
from the beginning would be able to
account fcr the existence of this uni-
versal practice among Catholic people.

‘' THE SAVIOUR'S WORDS. '’

“ And this is the belief of Catholi
people to-day, holding to the Saviour’s
words and accepting the means He has
left us for the remission of sins.

¢ Now, when we consider the sacra-
ment in this light we see how it not

religion, not Protestantism.,
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E FACT OF ITSELF CONVINCIXG

LETTIER FRCM A (

the poieney in itself of which was |
wholly suilicient for me—quite enough
to cause my converzion, or, mors I
stiictly, my oming an active pr |
fessed adhe of holy charch; Iwr]‘
even when outside fold I never |
held any pers }
i
|
|
|

aal views radically an
tazonistiz to the churech, and had no
previously cor ed religions notions
to controver, therefore my becoming
a Catholic was more of the nature of
following the dictates of econscience
and common sense than of conversion
from Protestantism.

is the fact of the divine foundation of
holy chureb, in contradistinction to
a'l other ehurch and sect beginnings ;

| the mere historical fact of i.s priority

rcckoned from the time of Christ's vis.
earth,

ny logical perscn can discount
this fact, whi:zh is beyond controversy,
to teuch a degree as to couscientiously
and sincerely embrace another *‘faith”
—a mushroom sect conceived by some
one who was either mentally deficient
or unbalanced, or through some earth

How any thinking person, other than |
infidel and agoostie, who has the least |
shred of be ief in Christ, can compare, ’
as it were, a Luther, a Calvin, a Knox,
a Wesley, Heary VIIL, or whoever may i
have been the part |

|
|

ar founders of
Christ, the

Divine Founder (which they virtually
| do by embracing church or creed other

| than that of His foundation) is quite
past my comprehension. If for no other
reason, the fact of the priority of the
| Catholie church, i. e., its existence for
;centuries previous to the inception of
‘thbil‘ churches, would make any claim
to divine foundation for their sect
simply preposterous. No, they do not
do this. Nevertheless, the fact of their
being outside the fold of the Cath.lic
church, the Apostolic church, is a tacit
acceptance of the teaching of man, of
their founder, in preference to the in-
struction of Christ, given by His visible
self, to the church of His foundation
hundreds of years before the birth of
their heresies.

Sincero Protcstantism is nothing
more than an unauthorized, a human,
an individual, a pulpit expounding of
the gospel, rather than the gospel as
expounded by Christ Himself.

Quite recently a very staunch adher
ent of Methodism approached me for
the purpose of argumeni Among
other statements the Methodist made
one to the effect that Catholicism was
good and pure for the first few cen
turies of its existence, and really ad-
mitted its apostolic foundation, but
went on to say that abuses and excesses
of the clergy corrupted it thereafter.

Without pointing out the fact that a
personally impious Pope, for iustance,
did pot condemn the Apostolic church,
and after the Methodist assured me of
his beliet in the inpossibility of Christ
to sin, he was asked how could Christ
through the apostle establish a church
of error ? The argument abruptly ter:
minated.

In conclusion, I again say, it has
always been a source of wonder to me
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381, when he resigned and proceeded ‘
to Dublin at the request of
members of the Society tor the P

tion of the Irish Larguege, wh
been founded a year or two pre
During his time in

v
Rathgormae

he
besame connected withevery movement
established for the preservation of the

Jiish lapguage. He was a member of
the Ossianic Society, and the Keating
Soci founded in Dungarvan in the
consisted cof

John Flemirg,
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by John Fieming and William Wil
liam#, of Dungarvan. The tane soclet

1so prepared for publication Ke:
* Koeair ath an Airfrinn*’ and
works, but for the want of adequa

support they wers never published.
gave considerable help to Dr, Joyco
the preparation of his g
most of the work in preparatic
Keating's ** Three Shafts cf Death’’ fq
which Dr. Atkinson receiv
the credit, was done by
ing. His Irish life of
Ruaidh is admittedly his be
original Iricsh, His first e
in Dablin was at the Royal Ui
ot Ireland, where he was empl
lecting and arranging words for the dic
tionary which the University anthorities ’
intended to iscue. In the year 1881 he
was appointed editor of the Gas

otherwise provide the entire ma
He dicd in o January 28t
1895, and was buried in Glasnevin.
[lis memory is still held in reverence
amongst the old people of Clonea Rat h-
cormae, and the adjoining districts,
and the writer recently met several
persons in and around Carrickbeg and
Coolpamuck who knew him personally.
Dr. O'Hickey of Mayunooth, who re
ceived his first lessons in Irish frcm
Jchn Fleming, writes thus of him:
*“ A better man, more stirling Chris-
tian, a wan of simpler and more robust
faith than John Fleming I have never
known. Tue language of our race
never had a more ardent, fearless, out-
gpoken, urcompromising champion, nor
has the Irish language movement ever
had within its ranks a more earvest,

Dubiia

persevering, and indomitable work-
er. For twenty years I enjoyed
his  friendship, his enire con-

fidence, and to his inspiration, exaw ple
and unfailing I owe [ar more than I can
adequately acknowledge or repay. To
considerations of health, comfort ard
future he was quite indifferent; to
secure that a real, earnest, organized
effort should be made to save the lan-
guage of, the Gael and to pass it on to
future ages was his own thought, his
one and only ambition. What joy it
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would give to the heart of John Flem-
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of the Pr 1a, and
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It is jsaid to be a fact that there are
A large number of priests ‘n this coun-
| try through whose veius there couries
more or le Indian blood. A nuwmoer
of such cases might be stated. Rev.
Wm. H. Ketehamn, director of the
burean of Roma Indian
Missions, has s od in his

make up. , for instance,
the circumstance is said to be quite
common, Besides the Archbishop of
Mexico there are said to be a hundred
or more priests in that country of pure
Indian blood. 3ut  Father Albert
Negahanquet is claimed to be the only
full-blocd Todian Catholic priest in this
country,

CATHOLIC NOTES.

Father Hays,

lbe Rev,

one day recently the total at

pledge to six thousand young New
Zealanders,

The Paris Figaro states that Cardi-
nal Richard, the Archbishop of that
( g to age and il healta, sent

resignation to the Hol I

9 wrote a

to accept it € 1
y vigorcus episcopal assistant,
nngrest member of the
wud, indeed,
gest Bishop in the
is Rov. James Duhig,
who has been appointed to the See of
Rockhampton, Quacensland. tio is a

native of oadford, County Limerick,
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Journal, which position he held 1871,
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ifl cost 100,000, and is to be
finished in O:tober.

The Vatican has been informed that
Princess Ena of Battenberz, who is to
marry King Alfonso of Spain, will
formally adop’ the Catholic faith in a
short time, and that the eeremony of
ber adoption into the Church will take
place at Lourdes. Ifer visit to Rome
has been postponed until after formal
announcement of the betrothal is made.
It is understood that the Spanish Am-
bassador a% the Vatican has already
officially notified the Pope.

home

The parish priests, who are taking
up the census of Catholies in the Cin-
cinnati parishes, are surprised at the
results, They are discovering quite &
number of tamilies who had arifted so

long away from the practice of the
Catholic religion that they were not
even known as nominal Catholies,

Many of these are now being brought
back to the true faith. It has also de-
veloped that at least 60 per cent.
()lf the population of Cincinnati is Cath.
olie.

During a long life I have proved that
not one kind word ever sroken, not one
kind deed ever done, but sooner or
later returns to bless the giver.—Lord
Shaftesbury,




