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Bacred Heart Review.
YHE TRUTH ABOUT THE CATHO-
LIC CHURCH.

BY A PROTESTANT THEOLOGIAN.
CCCXLVI.

When the Republican correspondent
talks of the ** endless wars lostered or
incited "’ by the Papacy, we may re-
mark that in the weltering turmoil of
pew forces, interests, apprehensions,
races, nationalities, which distinguished
the earlier Middle Ages, it would be
strange if the Papacy was not more or
less drawn into the whirlpool, but that
its engagement in these blind conflicts
was mostly a thing by the way.

In Italy the Popes, more and more
neglected by their acknowledged sover
igns, the Emperors, now seated perman
ently in Constantinople, were driven
by necessity into the defense of the
City and Dakedom of Rome against the
Lombards. At length, finding their
own strength inadequate, they appealed
to the rising power of the Franks.
Setting aside the outworn Meroving-
ians, and following alike the dict!tt‘vn of
good poliey and good gense, and national
Frankish feeling, they declared that
the Carlovingians, exercising the royal
functions, were worthy of the royal
name, and through the grateful alacrity
of Pepin and Charles obtained a final
deliverance, which enabled them at last
to breathe freely and healthily for a
future which was greater than they are
likely to have foreseen.

Dr. Hase gives a curions proof of
polemical blindness in reproaching St.
Zachary with his interference in the
authentic Teutonic succession, which
finally divided into the French and the
German. It would be hard to find a
wiser and sounder act in the history of
the Popes than that which authorized
the Iranks to set aside a line of kings
80 utterly degenerate that for genera-
tions they had given up even the pre
tence of discharging regal duties, and
to declare that that illustrious tamily
which had already saved Christendom
on the field of Tours, and which had be-
come permanently charged with the
burdens of royalty, was worthy at last
to enjoy its honors.

Neander, a Protestant of the Protest
ants, so far from flniing anything to
blame in Zachary's conduct, adduces it
as the most striking exemplification of
this Pope's love of justice and truth,
which, remarks Neander, he scems de-
cidedly to have setabove mere interest,
even the interests of the Papacy. More
precisely, he did not thivk that the
Papacy had interests of variance with
Jjustice and truth,

I have little doubt that this sentence
of St. Zachary is one of those wise and
just prononncements of the Popes which
Bishop Wescott of Duarham mildly cen-
sures the Catholies for not using more
often than they do as a proof of the
Divine institution of the Papacy.

Atter Zaehary, there were three
great medieval contests of which the
Popes were the leaders.

The first was the twenty two years'
war (broken by ocecasional pauses) be
tween tho Northern ltalians, headed
by Pope Alexander III., and the Em-
peror I'rederick Barbarossa. As this
struggle was for national independence,
I do not suppose that even the corres-
pondent will put it down among the
** endless wars fostered or incited '’ by
the Papacy. Mr. Ruskin has abund-
antly shovn how honorable its justice,
its perseverance, its temperateness,
were to the Pope, to the Papacy, and to
Italy.

The second contest was the Albigen
sian Crasade. This is the conflict on
which Protestant zeal is wont to dilate
with peculiar intensity of horror, as the
crucial exhibition of Catholie ferocity.
Of its cruelties there can be no quss-
tion. As Gioberti says, then, and for
centuries afterwards, sympathy scarcely
existed between antagonists fundament-
ally opposed in belief. When, as late
as 1611, eighty wives and children of
Irish soldiers in Scotland were tossed
over a bridgo into the water, dies this
prove the inherent cruelty of Presby
terfanism ?  Assuredly not. It simply
proves that more than four hundred
years after Simon Montfort, Christian
men might still be fonnd as hardhearted
as savages towards those of an opposing
religion. Because, a century earlier, a
company of Knglish Calvinists, fleeing,
I think, from Mary, and coming into
North Germany, were turned out by
the Lutherans in midwinter to perish
in the fields, have Knglish Calvinists
now any such thing to lear from Ger
man Lutherans ?  Of course not, It
simply showss that once Catholics, Cal
vinists, and Lutherans were apt to be

found equally eallous against those
whom they accounted heretics. Al
ways, however, even as now, I'rench
intolerance, Catholic, Calvinist, or
Albigensian, was apt to be found pecn
liarly intense, I'he Afiest  legislation
against the Albigenses, at t Mhird | o,
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I'ne third contest was that
takes vp most of the thirteenth cer
tury, between the Papacy and the
Hohenstaufen Kmperor nding i
utter annihiliation of this m 1
ficont of human dynasties

Yet even this implacable conflict, al
though waged immediately by the

l'.\p:u'y, was not waged in the interest
of the Papacy alone. Milman remarks
that the issue might not have been by

ay means s0 trinmphant for the Popes,
had Frederick the Second limited him
self to attacking, however unsparingly,
the papal administration. Possibly, he
thinks, it might have turned out diffe
ently had the KEmperor gone so far as
to stir up the pri and prelates to
reduce the Holy Bee to a primacy of

honor, with a rigorons limited power
of hearing appeals. 1 have filled in
some of Milman's lines, but I think I
have substantially cavght Lis meaning,

Frederick, however, did not limit
himself to attacks on the Pope, on the
Popes, or even on the Papacy. He
went on (whether directly or indirectly
I do not now well remember) to insinuate
disintegrating doubts concerning the
whole sacramental ministration of the
priesthood. This was to overturn the
whole fabrie of religion as then existing.
Therefore even Dante, intense Imperial-
ist as he was, does not hesitate to put
this great and fascinating Emperor,
as an impenitent heritie, intoa burning
sarcophagus of the City of Dis,

Dr. David Miiller, the engaging pop-
ular historian of Germany, a warm Pro
testant, thinks that Frederick the Sec-
ond’s attack on the Popes, had he even
gone no further, foredoomed his line to
rain. The Papacy, he remarks, was
far more widely and far more deeply an
object of human faith than the Empire,
The four hundred and filth years since
Charles the Great had very much
vapor'zed the Holy Roman Empire, out-
side of Germany. It remained a senti-
ment, an august image, but hardly a
practical necessity, The ban of the
Eupire, outside of Germany, and more
or less of Italy, was little more than
empty sound, The ban of the Church,
everywhere, struck terror int, the
hearts of men, from the lowest to the
highest, from the peasant to the king,
nay to the Emperor himself.

Therefore, had Frederick simply at-
tacked the Papacy, remaining in every-
thing else peifectly orthodox, he would
hardly have saved his line trom over-
throw. How much less when it was
generally believed that he reviled the
Blessed Saviour Himself as an imposter,
and meditated bringing in soma wild
half- Manichaean, half - Mohammeded
scheme, vpon the ruins of Catholie
Christianity. The Papacy was vot
fighting for it:elf, alone against him,
but, almost as much as in Provence,
for Religion itself.

The details of the long conflict de-
serve some attention.

CHARLES C. STARBUCK.

Andover, Miss.
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THE OSTENSORIUM.

ITs USE DATES FROM INSTITUTION OF
FEAST OF CORPCs CHRISTI,

A Monstrance called also os-
tensorium and portable tabernacle
is that large altar utensil in which
the Blessed Sacrament is expo-ed at
Benediction and borne in solemn pro-
cession outside of the church on certain
oceasions. It consists of two parts—
the foot, or stem, upon which it rests,
and the repository or case, in which the
Host (s exhibited. The stem is like
thatof the chalice and its upper partisso
formed as to resemble the rays issuiog
from the radiant sun. In its centre
there is a circular aperture in which
lunula, or lunette, with the Blessed
Sacrament enclosed is placed during
exnosition,

Monstrances date their origin from
the institation of the Feast of Corpus
Christi which was first set on foot
by Robert, Bishop of Liege, in 1210, at
the instigation of a holy nun named
Juliana, who frequently saw in a vision
a luminous moon with one dark line
on its surface., The moon represented
the Chureh and the dark line indicated
a least that was wanting among these
annually celebrated and this one spse-
ally directed toward the Blessed Sacra-
ment,  This led to the institution
of the Feast of the Blessed Sacrament
or Corpus Christi, which Pope Urban
IV, in 1261, extended to the universal
Church.

In some of the churches of the Cis-
tercian Order in France instead of
the usual monstrance there is employed
a small statue of the Blessed Virgin so
constructed that the Sacred Host may be
placed in its hand during the time of
exposition. The present shape of the
monstrance imitating the radiant sun
recalls the divinesplendor of the Lord's
countenance at His transfiguration on
Mount Tabor and that saying of the
Psalmist, *‘tle has placed His taber-
nacle in the sun.” (Psalm xviii, 6)

The material for the monstrance may
be of gold, silver, brass or copper gilt.
I'he base should be wide, and it must
be surmounted by a eross. In the
middle of the moustrance there should
be a receptacle of such size that a large
Host may be easily put into it. On
the Iront and back of this receptacle
there should be a erystal allowing the
Host to b seon, the one on the back
opening like a door. The circumfer
ence of this raceptacle should be of
old, or if of other material it should
be ot gilt and smooth and polished.

I'he lunula or lunette, is made of the
same material as the monstrance, It it
be made of any other material than
gold it must be gilded. In form it may
be eith ol two cresconts or of twy

erystals encased in metal It two
tals are used it is necessary that
they 08 wranged that the Sacred
Host d n any way touch the
li e Case the lunula is of silver
per part of the mon
0 3 t precious
t or silvered,
2 1ow portion 1s ceasion
t bronse artisticilly wrought.
|1 \ cases it § L most costly
work Anshiy
onstrance is not consecrated
hop but is simply blessed by
who uses the form of blessing
e or ostensorium.
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PRAYER.

v i a sovereigniremedy for de-
jecti f spirits Is any one sad
umong you ?  Let him pray. Prayer is
v source of comfort to our hearts.
How can we as children approach our
Heavenly Father, the Father of mercies

wnd the God of consolation, without
feeling a sonse of security and confid-
I‘IN""

You are not obliged to have a friend
to present you at court, for no one
3 better than your Creator,
tHe who fashioned you knows the eclay
of which yon are made.

You are not compelied to wait for an
sudience. Your Heavenly Father never
nods or sleeps. He is never pre-
occupied or engaged. He is always at
home and ready to receive you., The

knows y«

eyes of the Lord are upon the just, and
His ears are open :to their prayers.
You can speak to Him in _church and
out of church, at home and abroad, by
day and by night.

And when you enter into the pres-
ence of the Most High you are not re-
quired to present your petition in choice
language and well-sounding periods.
Those 8o called eloquent prayers, of
which we sometimes read in the papers,
I fear do not go farther than their
authors intended them to reach. They
tickle the ears of wen, but donot pierce
the clouds. The prayer that moves our
Heavenly Father is that which spontan-
eonsly flows from the heart, such as
the prayer of the publican when he ex-
claimed : ** Oh God, be merciful to
me, a sinner!”’ or the prayer of David :
¢ Have Mercy on me, O God, ae2)rd-
ing to Thy great mercy.”

FIVE-MINUTES SERMON.
Passion Sunday.
THE PRECIOUS BLOOD,.

The Blood of Jesus Christ His 8on oleans:th
us from all ein. (1 Ep. 8y John i. 7)

We all know, my dear brethren, that
when a man is born into the world he is
born unclean before God. He is then
s0 unclean that he is not fit to associate
with the Sons of God and heirs of the
Kiogdom of Heaven. He is then so un-
clean that he can never be anything
but an outeast from God until be is
nade clean.

Is there any way in which he can be
wade clean ? Yes, for when he is bap
tized he is made a new creature ; he is
cleansed from the stain of original sin,
made a child of God and heir of the
Kingdom of Heaven., He is then so
pure aud holy that if he die immediately
he will go, to a certainty, straight to
Heaven. For baptism applies the Bloo1
of Christ to his soul, and he is become
truly clean. But supposs he does not
die immediately after baptiswo, how is
it witn him then ? If he keep his bap
tiswal innocence, so far as never to
commit a mortal sin, he still has a
right to go to Heaven. He can then
demand of God permission to enter
Heaven.

Can he, however, demand this per-
mission to enter Heaven immediately
alter his death if he has committed only
venials in? That depends entirely upon
his contrition at the moment of death.
If be is not so sorry forall his sins that
his contrition is perfect, then he can't
enter Heaven immediately, but must
g0 to purgatory to be made perfectly
pure, so that he can be takean into
Heaven.

I bave said that baptism applies the
Blood of Christ to the soul and makes
man pure and innocent. Now, baptism
is a sacrament. It is the first one and
is necessary to salvation. Without it
no man can enter Heaven, nor even
purgatory, for the purgatorial state is
the first and lowest state of blessed and
holy souls who must go to Heaven in
the end. Bat the blood of Christ is
applied to the soul of man in other
ways, although baptism must come in
in the first place.

In what other way is the Blood of
Christ applied :

First, by the Sacrifice of the Mass,
For by the Mass we repair our sins,
get grace to keep from sin, and make
our purgatory shorter in consequence,
He who hears Mass daily makes the
best prayer that a man can make, and
he is more certain to have his prayer
answered. He also helps the living and
the dead, and brings down upon him-
solf and his own special graces from
God.

Secondly, the Blood of Christ is ap-
plied to our souls by the Sacrament of
Penance. Men defile their souls by
sin, by mortal sin after baptism. He
who receives the Sacramont of Penance
worthily-——that is, with true sorrow for
all mortal sin, with a firm determina-
tion to lead a good life and repair the
wrong he has done—that man receives
again the grace of God that restores
his soul to eternal life.

I'nirdly, in Holy Communion we re-
ceive the Body and Blood of Our Lord
Jesus Christ in a hidden manner, but
in deed and in trath. The consecrated
Host is the eternal and ever-living God
Himself, You know, my dear brethren,
the strength of this divine food. FHow
It gives new energy to the soul, des-
troys the power eof concupiscence,
banishes, or at least weakens, t mpta
tion, always giving us the grace to hoid
our own aguinst the world, the llesh,
and the devil, And there are Catholics

ho refuse to malke this Communion once
1 _‘H'Vi"!

But there is one thing that ought to
be said here. A Catholic ought never
to consider as ll‘(‘ll‘?’l“, Oor as a most use-
less, any one of the sacraments. This
too wmany do as regards confession.
I'ney underrate it. They think, there-
fore, it is no good unless they receive
Commupion every time they go to con

fession Now this is a grave error.
One is not obliged to go to Communion
every time he goes to confession.
I'hose who cannot go to Mass nor Com
munion, on account of their business or
employment or work keeping them
away, can at least go to confession very
often during the year. All such a

one has to do is to prepare himself
carefully, step into the rector's house,
make his confession, and go on to work
again., It ho but make an arrangement
with some one of the priests he can
always be heard at once. Irequent
confession is a wonderful help to a good
life and a happy death,
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ST. JOSEPH

The articles of the Apostles' Creed
are not dead, fossilized, antique say
ings; the Catholic Church regards them
as living and active—as her energizing
fabrie, whereby she builds up and main-
tains the functions of her daily life.
She is, for instance, always keeping us
familiar with the * Communion of
Saints,” not as a form of words which
we repeat in our daily prayers only.
She brings into prominence, through
her calendar and feast days, this saint
and that saint ; she chooses dates on
which to honor them ; she indicates
their special oftices or privileges ; she
canonizes rvew saints ; she appoints
saints of by-gone times as special
patrons of good works in our own day.
In all these things, God the Holy G host
guides her. One perceives immediate
ly how fit St. Vincent de Paul is to be
called the patron of all associations of
charity, for instance ; or St. Thomas
Aquiras for schools and scholars; or St,
Francis de Sales for Christian editors
and writers.

How beautiful all this is in its appro-
priateness ; and how close the Church
makes the tie that binds the Church oa
earth to the Chuieh in heaven. She is
not afraid to let the centnries pass, and
then suddenly call even a comparative
ly unknown saint into spee’al notice,
just as Pope Leo XL appointed St.
Paschal Baylon a special patron of
associations in honor of the Blessed
Sacrament, rather than St. Alphonsus
de Liguori, who is o mueh more promi-
nent and who wrote 0 seautifully aboat
our Kocharistic King. So, too, many
long years, pasted away, before the
Church saw fit to bring into the im-
meuse prominence he nowoccupies that
holy and favored St. Joseph, chosen out
to be the foster-father of God's own
Eternal Son, and whom now we are
taught to revere as the special Patron
of the Universal Church. If we consult
the Raccolta. or book of author zed in-
dulgences, 1900, we shall find that of
the twenty-five pages devoted to St.
Joseph, not a single indulgence earlier
than one of Pope Pius VII., 1804, is
giver. This is not because the devo-
tion to St. Joseph was not known and
practiced earlier, to some extent ; one
of the very prayers indalgenced by
Pope Leo XTII., Dec. 14, 1889, is that
of St. Bernard of Siena to St. Josegh.

But, as we often in life have occasion
to ohserve, God has His own times and

seasons for accomplishing His own ends.

In our day, when the conditions, the

duties, and the rights of the lahoring

classes are becoming more and more a
matter of serious consideration among
thoughtful men, and especially as wo
oegin this twentieth century which
Cardinal Manning prophetically de
clared would be *for the people,’” it is
most proper that the Church should
hold up to view, with sudden and
marked prominence, St, Joseph, this
working man, this carpenter, this

artisan, chosen by (iod nineteen cen-

turies ago to be head of the household
at Nazareth, and now with peculiar fit-
ness et before us as the Patron of the
Universal Church. Those who study
his character and his calling on earth
will find a steady illumination thrown

on some of the most difficult problems of

our present day.— Sacred Heart Review.

Prudence

It is the peculiar province of pru-
dence to regulate our words and ac-
tions. [t teaches us to speak with suit-
able circumspection, an1 in the man-.
ner which the circumstances of the time,
place and person require. It forbids
all discourse against God or our neigh-
bor, every word which may be spoken
for an unworthy purpose.—St. Vincent
de P’aul.
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It WiLL FProroNe Lirg Do Sota, the
Spaniard, lost hislife in the wilds of Florida,
whither ha went for the purpose of discovering
the legendary ** Fountain of perpetual youth,'’
8ald to exist in that then unknown country,
While Dz, Thomas’ Eoclectric Oil will not per-
petuate youth, 1t will remove the bodily pains

which make the youug old before their time

and harass the sged into untimely graves,
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