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pishop Laval's
Double Anniversary.

(Rev, T. J. Campbell, S.J., in American Missionary. )
o

Quebec they mnever did

d
m’:},,zl by balves. The Governors
© us gorgeous as could be  got,
ot re the choicest, and

sople we
g;:il‘w‘l"fll‘st bishop was none . other
than Francois de Muntmorencx—ha.v;_x,l
do Montigny- The name alone is
awesome. Henry IV. used t:q say
that if the Bourbons were _evel ex-
tinct in Irance, the M-ontm-)ox:encx;
should rule in their sbcs_xd. lexha{)s
there are sone \v‘h-o_ think that such
an arrangement might have been
made with advantage. !
The Monumorencis g'o‘back 1_m.o
the mists of lli§bory. bomu“;.x{lcwnt
chroniclers have ]F that the Suz,t,_ of
the line was baptised with (Jloles _by
st. Remi; and others mot satisfied
with that, maintain that he was the
post of St. Denis when Lha!, great
apostle came to Gaul, and for hls
hospitality merited  the martyr’s
palm. Jut whatever clouds his-
tory or romamnce may have gathered
ab(;ut the beginnings of Lhe_ race,
there are at least no breaks in '_Uu:
line after 959, when. Jh_)uchurd Sire
de Montmorenci basked in ‘the glory
of being the greatest warrior of the
realm. Even in those days he styl-
ed himseli Sire de Montmorenci par
la grace de Dieu, which would .mp!y
that he had many a forbear. by
that taking it all in all, there is
scarcely anything older in France L})axx
the illustrious family of U,uel;cc’;; first
bishop. Nor has it any rival in qlc
glory that crowned it, by ‘the bril-
liant alliances it formed, the import-

ant offices it held, the ability of
many of ils representatives, and
even the sanctity to which some of
them attained. No less than six

Montmorencis wielded the baton of
Constables of France, which, meant
that they were styled “‘noble prin-
es,” and “‘princes of the realm,’”” and
had the privilege of putting ¢ their
sign manual to all the State papers.
In the course of time ome of them
married a daughter of Henry I, of
England, though, sad to say, there
was a bar sinister on the lady’s es-
cutcheon; but he did better in & Se-
cond alliance, when he espoused the
widow of Louis le Gros, becoming
thus the step-father of Louis VII.
When that Prince went off to the
Crusades, Montinorenci, though a
warrior, remained behind, and with
the famous Suger administered the
realm. Another, who was called le
Grand, helped Philip Augustus to
wrest Normandy from #Bngland when
John Lackland was king. He was
also in the crusade against the Al-
bigenses, and was ocommander of all
the .armies of France, and subse-
quently guardian of St. Louis, who
was @ child when Louis VIII, his fa-
ther, died. This particular Montmo-
renci never called himself anything
else than ‘‘The Baron,’”’ though he
was burthened with the relationships
of grand uncle, uncle, brother-in-law,
nephew, and grandson of two em-
perors and six kings, and was allied
in one way or another with all the
sovereigns of Burope. It was ‘this
third marriage that bound the fami-
ly with that of Laval, and a grand-
daughter by that union became the
wife of Louis de Bourbon, which
made her the great grandmother of
the king whom the French are most
fondof, Henry 1V. The result was
that all the rulers of Christendom
could at one time trace back their
origin to the great Comstable de
Montmorenci. So that one cam well
imagine' the splendor that dazzled
Quebec when g Montmorenci arrived
there as bishop in the summer of
1659, It goes 'to show, also, how
much account was made of Canada
by the mother country.:Unfortunate-
ly, however, the mother was s0 Husy:
at home that she did not do much
to defend her illustrious datghter
abroad.

Laval was born in the castle of
Montigny-sur-Avre, om April 80,
1622, When a lad he was it school
With the scions of ‘all the great end
noble races of Francein the royal col-
;986 of La Fleche. We refer the rea-

: ege was Pierre Pijart,
uture  missionary !
French river that. em
gian Bay; and better
Gabricl Lalemant,
Canada to die o
With the glorious B
the scholastics studs

time was René de

-

|apostle in central New York.

Though not destined to be identi-
| fied with America, it may be noted
|50 as to better appreciate Laval,
that the Superior of the Pensionat
|there was Noél, the intimate friend
of prscartes, and after him the theo-
logian, Cellot. De Rienne, the fam-
ous physicist of those days, was of
the faculty, as was de' la Barre, one
or_f the great preachers of the period;
.Vavusscur. whose name looms large
in French literature, was Professor
of Humanities, and Bagot, remark-

al?le as a Director of Sodalities, ad-
n‘nLtc(l Lu}'ul as a member of the
Congregation of La Flache, More-

over, when hewent to TLouis-le- and
for his lh:-o]o;:_v—-fm‘ he had determi-
ned to become g priest—he had the
privilege of sitting at the feet of
Petau, or Petavius, and of coming
under the influence of St. -Iunﬂ
whose works are still classic in the
ascetic literature of the Church. An-
other great ascetic writer, Julien
Haynevfe, was then rector of the
lu_)usu. So that the future pioneer
h.ls)mp of Canada lacked nothing in
his formation. Besides he furnished
excellent material for such influences
to work upon.

He had f{inished ‘his theological
course, but was not yet ordained,
when suddenly ali his plans for his
future career as a priest were ap-
parently on the point of being wreck-
led. The Bishop of Evreux advised
him to abandon the soutane and
look after the vast worldly interests
|of his family, for his two brothers
had just been slain in battle, one at
Fribourg, Lhe other at Nordlingen.
He obeyed, but the bishop soon after
| fell grievously ill, and when at the
point of death called Laval to his
bedside and bitterly regretted the ad-
{viez he had given. He was then or-
dained a priest, and a littie later
we find him "with several other ec-
clesiastics in the famous Solitude of
Caen, devoling himeself to prayer and
work among the abandemed classes.
A special interest attaches itseli
to this Solitude. Tt was founded by
the Treasurer of France, de Berniv-
res, who had contracted the curious
marriage with Mme. de la Peltrie,
the lady who brought o Marie de
I’Incarnation and the Ursulines to
Quebec. 1t is even said that de
Berniéres had something to do with
the spiritual training of these re-

| cluses, but whatever dangers might |

be apprehended from such g procced-

|

| superintendence of the wise Father |
| Bagot, who was the General Direc- |
} tor.
| One day there came to this Soli- |
| tude the great Jesuit, Alexander de
| Rhodds, the founder of the Missions |
| Etrangeres. He had travelled .over-
land from China, after having en-
deavored to introduce Chnistianity |
into Tonquin, of which he is regard-
led as the apostle, though he was not
the first onec to enter that country.
He had come to France in quest . of
bishops, and Pallu and Laval were
selected. The choice meant martyr-
!dom more than mitre. DBoth accept-
ed, but only Pallu went to the East,
thré)ug‘h he never reached Tonquin.
Laval was destined for Capada, and
here a very interesting chapter of
Church history opens.

The Bishop of Rouen angrily pro-
tested against any one being sent o
Canada as a bishop. That was part |
of his diocese, he declared; for the
curious reason that the French ships
going to American cleared from
Rouen. He, therefore, reiused to
consecrate Laval, and all the bishops |
of France practically aranged them-
selvés on his side.

home but in all their colonies. No

ary of any kind could be appoi‘g'ted
without the government’s sanotion.
Against this servitude de Rhodes bad
been fighting, and it was to escape
imprisonment in a Portuguese dun-

that he made his heroic over-

|]land journey from Tonquin to get

!bishops who were mot Portuguese.
The same question mow presented it~
gelf for the French colomies. Was

Jouis XIV to control church matters
|in the colonies as he did at home?
The tion was fraught with dan-

he was at the height of his
Galli was

ther because it did not suit his pur- lantic to plead for the wictiws.
3 P

pose just then, or because the influ-

ence ol his spiritual guides restrain- the power of his soul entreated hiu

el aun; butl the very reverse

Perhaps it was the
of this fight for fp

23 - : A : Al

courage Lo the Jesujy SOMe waster painter. He did not get

but he succceded

stood belore the king, and with S l. h B g

briug his royal authority I ls USIBFYl
work of destruction.
be immortalized

priests, Plowden, Sewali
ungly, much later
of Barbé Marbois
cverything ecclesiasticy

P astical
United States depe:
Both stories are
as to how -the establishment of

» LO upsel the plan
ans .
i ers, and strove only the more r

them completely.
was Lot merely the desire 10”00 away
with g moral disorder that prompted
the Lishop to enter into this
¢ saw also that great political
mierests were involved in it.
the famous Sulpician, who was
associate of La Salle in his explora-
who knew the nature

G lutely Lo rout

nd on g bishop in

can 1'ex_1‘c}y be laid at the do
the missionaries.

Bishop Laval’s reception
Wwas entausiastic,
but there was a current of

opposition to hin, nent that 4f the

I to sell liquor to the ln-
the best part of the Iroquois

noL fail Lo percejve.
splendor of s |

auily connections in-

was-bringing  on their people,

self-prescervation, and
would have thus put

Abbé de Queylus, who claimed 10 be

was not Bishop of Quebee, but was

Apostolic and Bishop
in partibus infidelium—
: Litle, by the way,
Archbishop Cornigan 5
was Coadjutor of New
oth Uhurch and St
was a determined
ed up by mighty
A smaller man would have 1

and civilization.

wild and disorderly ca-
one, and was back-

influences in France

ship for France,

He set to work herojcally,
were estaljished; schools for Indians
ary was organized,
took on a new life, which they necd-

beuf and his companions had

g 1 distinguished birth we
place a few vears before st ) s

the bishop’s energy made itself

people’s generosity
overstepped the mark; the dependence
exacted of the secular clergy

There is another phase of this
churthman’s life

was that of religious on their
: emained m France he might have
s We can dismiss all
consider the other happenings which
Chigeeh or State,
Church of Camada.

rate even the mmeniory
of himself in the hardships, and pri-
vations, and martyrdom of Tonquin,
or the equally greatperils which con-

loremost were the

ways seeined to have had an stohing
for meadanng in cwelesiasuical allair's,

came to Quebec there
a house ready to re

been ail one-sided.
pegan with d’Argenson, wlio wus re-
then d’Avagour,

ing, if it were permitted, it must |
{have been obviated by the general |

shop’s, followed him to Franoce.
Lo setiie wmatlers,
let Laval choose his* own Governor,

one of the bishop’s great errors

to some extent, but it is hard vo see
how it could have been avoided. De attendant; his soutane was ‘poor and
and  shabby, and his crozier was of wood
whole country was in
terror of the Indians; massacres were

Mesy was his intimate friend,
though a laymaun, had been associat- Just then the
ed with him in the Solitude oi Caen.
What more likely than that this de- | gecurring  everywhe A ¢
vout Ciapistinun and experienced man | thorities were thinking of giving up
of the world should have proved an | the fight
ideal Governor? :
happened, and De Mésy was recalled, cpite of that, this wonderful
dared to travel to every pant
most courageous
We find him far up
Lawrence immediately after
giving counsel to

but died before the ship
take him back to I'rance.

these shiftings of the Governors
early Canadian days is I)«,-\\nldur_mg, Indian raid, : }
But abstraction made all the minor | .14 missionary, Ménard, who was go-
differences which caused or octasion= ins out to preach in the swamps of |
ed what scems, when we look at Il Wicconsin, or agein down on

from a distance, one long series Ol chores of the oulf at Gaspe, tramp-
forests on snowshoes,
w-oting the rapids of furious
in his frail canoe. living in the

reason for this battle royal,
was waged by Laval
! cessive governors; a

places him \muu.lg the
pions of humanity, V
against the liquor traffic. ¢
| Las Casas of the North American In-  (hom, : carr
dians. The cases are almost parallel. (peir hearts away with him.
s the matives in the
nish colonies were being ¢
of existence by the cruel labor
slavery imposed

sickening fare, sharing

" says Dablon, ‘“‘he carried all

The question was of an importance |
that is now hard to realize. At that |
particular time the Kings of Spa-ini
and Portugal claimed control of |
| everything ecclesiastical, not only at |

brought, a pestilence to Quebec and
clailned many victims in the
day and night, in the wards of the

on them by their
masters, so the savages -04. the north
| were being rapidly exterminated

the rum and bremdy furnished them
the Dutch, French and :
It was not an occasional
that Laval com-!
but - there was a u

helping the sufferers spiritually and
their bodily wants
like the lowest menial, was
Laval, who persisted in his wo
spite of the protests and prayers o
sts and people.

Such was his life in Canada, from
At last, worn out

bishop, or priest, or church function- |

fit of -drunkenness

. which transformed
hat Dongan him-| 1459 o 1688.
ocate of limit- | v hardships and exposure, crushed
“theatres of | disappointments and defeats, shat-
rrels of  iired in health so that he was phy-
d at one bime gcally unable any longer to. bear the

8a- | hurden, but chiefly actuated by the
every | hope that someone else would
.0 the Prime Min s-

‘the villages into W
self, who was an adv
ed liquor, describes as

brandy could be
in a single wretc
ngvm\ the result tlmlt“.i ¢ p

oman and child wou e rav- | 1 ove acosptable |
W other’s | (or of France, who thwarted him at
out ot hatred for the fa-
| mily of Montmorenci, he
office into the hands of his successo:

, chewing off each
n_ml; ears and devouring them; | .cory step,
racing about the vi
nd | €4 hatchets and

‘the fire-brands;
their mothers a

the men murdering
nd children and per-
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7 “
umately aud estecined hi. But troan
the ue o1 his comung and through

L ol the years ol nis cpiscopate,

eCwas i tarmoil and contusion

Ihere was peace ouly when he Wis
absent. Lavai asked for lus recall
and even Louis NIV. requested hin
personally to  resign;  but  without
avail, and the old bishop saw
of his cherished institutions cha
or swept away, alid for twenty e
had to live in resignation and 1
uirewent in ¢ aidst of the wreck

Such are the main Lnes anoche per-
sonality of chis magnificent church
i ‘The d.cious Ferland,” as
Gilmary Sh:a st s the historian of
Canada, thus sy T him:

Laval,”” he says,, isvd a
sreal  intluepet n tt uies of
vanaca o Prectly throush his
own i e S B 1 1y
through the insutucions which 1
iounded, and the spirit which he
breathed into the clergy of his im-
m e diocest All those who have
spoken of him agree in according him
a loivy piety and the most beautiful
gualities of mind and heart Based
on profound conviction, hig firmmness
n stamping out evil in its birth in
order to give lile and development
to great and noble projec never re-
cotled before the suggestions of
friendslup, or the menaces of hate
Some have reproached him with he-
ing firm even to stubbornness But
no virtue is perfect on earth. Though
he may have crred sometimes, it s
better that the founder of a socicty

should sin by excess of firmness than
fail through feebleness, and it wa
of the highest importance that a vi-
gorous hand should lead in the right
path the people that was just be-
ginning its existence on the banks of
the St. Lawrence, If he had per-

s S g | mitted it to take a wrong direction
chose by predilection a rigid evange- |

lical and apostolic poverty.

pomp and splendon
which prelates of his rank were usu-
and he selected de Mésy, which was ally surrounded, and which the civic
rulers of the colony regarded as in-
dispensable to their dignity.

episcopal journeys he had but

at the outset, it would have  gone
farther and farther fromn the path
of honor and duty, and perhaps
waould have had to be led back again
by one of those great chastisements
by which Providence purifies the na-
tions."’

The Church which he founded is
comuemorating this year the 250th
anniversary of his comsecration as g

| bishop. One of the features of this

celdoravion is the unveiling of a mag-
nificent statue of the prelate, in the
erection of which the entire French-

| Canadian pcople have been only too

willing to co-operate. Voery fitting=
ly the work has been entrusted to a
son of the soil, who has already
given prool of his great abilily an

i“'“ other splendid monuments with
| which he has adorned the great cities

of his . native lana, and wno must

! have labored with more than usual

affection upon this great inemorial
which teaches a great lesson and
markls an epoch. It stands at the
head of the precipitous street which
descends from the hillside to the ri-
ver, and which must have been often
marked by the footsteps of the great
bishop. Back of 1t are the Basilica,
the Archbishop’s House, and the
Great Seminary, while above it  on
the right towers the statue of Cham-
plain.

Singularly enough, while the city
is celebrating these two anniversa-
ries, a third, the 200th anmiversary
of Taval's death, likewise occurs. He
died on May 6, 1708.

In the civic celebrations of this
Catholic city, Catholics everywhere
must nacessarily feel a great interest
but in those of Laval it amounts al-
most to a personal concern for the
Catholics of the United States. For,
as Gilmary Shea notes: “On May 6,
1708, Bishop Laval died, surrounded
by h s loving children, the clergy, the

as a saint and Was vencraved a8 ony,

religious, and the people. He died |
many sought his intercession with |
God, and for nearly two centuries
frequent miracles have been ascribed |
to him. 'The Chureh of Canada has
petitioned for his canonization. 'As
by his authority the Church was es-
tablished in New York, Michigan, Tl-
linois and Wisconsin, and 'the cross
borne down ‘the current of the Mis- |
Church in ' th

L East
TE— i s 4 e———

I'he Church Bereft of Her Property.

L have worshipped in Canterbury
and York in Winchester gnd Salis-
bury, in Lincoln and Durham; in Ely
and i MWells, wmites Willian Winter
in the New York Tribune. I have
stood in Dt when the green
grass and the hite daisies were

AVing o the swummer wind, and

oked upon those gray and

russel o walls and upon those lovely

arched casements—among the most

graceiul ever devised by hyman art—

ot hich the gsheeted ivy dronps,

and through wiieh the winds of hea~
SING e perpetual requiem

I have seen the shadows of heaven
slowly gather and softly fall over
the gawnt tower the roofless nave,
the giant pitlars, and the shattered
arcades of Fountains Abbey, inits
sequestered and melancholy solitude,
where gincient Ripon dreaans, in the

spacious and verdant valley of the
Skell I have mused upon Netly and
Kirkstall, and Newstead, and Balton
and Melrose and Dryburgh; and, at
a midnight hour, 1 ha stood in the

grim and gloomy ch of St. Co-
lunbia’s - Cathedral, remote -in the
storm-swept Hebrides, and looked up-
ward to the cold stars, and heard
the voices of the birds mingled with
the desolate moaning of the see
with awe, with reverence, with
many strange and wild thoughts,
I have lingered and pondered in these
haunted, holy plac:s, but one I
membrance was aiways present—the
remembrance that it was the Roman

Catholic Church that created  those
forms of beguty, ana ureathed into
them the breath of a divine life,
ond hallowed them forever; and, thus
thinking, I have felt the unspeakable
pathos of her long exile from the
temples that her passiona'te devotion
prompted and her loving labor rais-
ed.

A Pill for Brain Workers.—The man
who works with his brains is more
liable to derangement of the diges-
tive system than the man who works
with his hands, because the one calls
upon his nervous cnergy while the
other applies only his muscular
strength, Drain fag begets irregula-
rities of the stomach and liver, and
the best remedy that can be used is
Parmeles’s Vegetable Pills. They are
specially compounded for such cases
and all those who use them can tes-
tifv to their superior power,

Miracles at Lourdes.

His Eminence Cardinal Andriere,
Bishop of Marseilles, has published a
decree establishing as miraculous, af-
ter all the due camonical formalities
had been complied with, the cure
of Sister Maxmilian, of an enormous
cystia tumor of the liver, complicat-
ed by a grave aud painful phlebitis
of the left leg. Her state was so
dangerous that the doctors declined
to attempt an operation. Brought to
Lourdes, she was suddenly cured on
May 20, 1901, and since that date
KRas suffered no necurrence of either
of the maladies with which she had
been afflicted.

His BEminence Cardinal Lucons,
Archbishop of Rheims, has just given
canonical judgments affirming the
miraculous character of the cure of
Marie Therese Noblot, afflicted with
Pott's discase. She arrived  in
Lourdes in a most alarming state,
and. suffered most atrocious pain. On
August 80, 1907, she was suddenly
cured at the entrance of the Hospice
of Our Lady of the Seven. Dolours.
His Eminence attests that this cure
was accompanied by all the circum-
stances required by Pope Benedict
X1V. for pronouncing it miraculous.
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