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waited the Royal sanction, which
was in every sense a mere matter of
form; a matter of form in Pariia-
mentary procedure, and a foregone
ctonclusion when we consider the
King's sentiments, both expressed
and implied, in regard to Ireland
and the Irish people.

A few extracts from the speech
from the throne give due indication
of the sentiments to which we refer.
In dealing with his visit to Ireland
His Majesty said:—

“The warm expressions of good

'iil with which I was everywhere re-
ceived, greatly touched me. My visit
enabled me to realize how much was
being attempted t6 improve the

Using  accommodation for _the’
Working Population, stimulate com-
mercial activity, advance the methe
ods of agriculture, develop technical
&ducation, Muych remains to Le done
but it was with feelings of the deep-
% gratification that T notived signs

Teasing  concord among  all
clageen ip Ireland, presaging,  as I
hope, & new era of united efforts for

general welfare,” -

districts in which not a single fam-
ily attend a church service, and once
prosperous rural churches are tumb-
ling into decay and the buildings and
sheds falling down.”
a sad state of affairs, and does not
speak very highly for the enterprise
of the missionaries and representa-
tives of the Tract Society in that
section of the Republic.
be’ that the people over there are
getting tired of the hum-drum meth-
‘od of imstilling religion into them

this
the

the measure that has marked
last session is concerned. And

fact that it has gone through is
now being printed on the statute-
book is proof to us that the day is

not far away when the same Parlia-
ment will pass a Home Rule Bill jor
Ireland.

WHERE RELIGION DECAYS.— A
contemporary says that “in the sev-
enty-eighth annual report of the
American Tract Society given to the
public on June 20th, the statement
is made that in the interior of the
State of New York there are school

This is surely

Or it may

the peculiar methods of render-
Church service attractive. We

thing beyond this statement

|ation places them under a religious

| claration is known by all to be the
legacy of a time of religious
and is there regarded as an unjusti-
fied and obsolete formula couched (to
quote the words used in Your Lord-
ship’s House by the Marquis of Sal-
isbury when Premier), in language of
‘indecent violence.” But ‘in
where the religion of Christ has to
maintain its ground against the
whole force of the non-Christian re-
ligions of the East, non-Christians
find justification for their hostility
to Christianity and encouragement to
intemperate attacks upon it, in the
offensive reprobation of doctrines of
the Catholic faith which is put into
the mouth of the Sovereign on his
accession to the throne.

‘““The Royal Declaration is not ne-
cessary for the maintenance of the
Protestant succession, as this is ful-
ly secured by the Bill of Rights and
the Act of Settlement; and therefore
His Majesty’s Catholic subjects in
Ceylon regard it as a gratuitous out-
ﬁge upon their religious convictions.
The millions of Buddhists, Hindus
and Mohammedans in Ceylon are not
compelled to submit to a public at-
tack upon their religious beliefs at
the accession of the Sovereign: His
Majesty’s Catholic subjects in Ceylon
—who form five-sixths of the Chris-
tian population—are alone addressed
in terms derogatory to their {faith,
and they feel that the Royal Declar-

strife,

Ceylon,

disability which ought to be remov-
oy :

sorted to by European ‘‘vellow jour-
nals” is shown in the case of “I.,A-
sino,” an Ttalian sheet, This paper
in a recent issue told of a priest, by
name Don Andea Pasquale, a great
poet who composes verses for the
edification of the Children of Mary
and for the entertainment of boys
in the 8t. Aloysius Society. It
claimed that the verses fell into the
hands of the father of a young lady.
The courts of Rome condemned the
poet, on account of obscenities, to
eight months’ imprisonment and 10
a fine of 500 lires. Tt turns out,
first, that Pasquale is no priest; scc-
ond, that his poems are a collec-
tion of vile verses against priests
and religious.’”

We know, from experience on this
side of the. Atlanticy and especially
during the days of the A. P, A. fe-
ver, that there is no chance for the
Catholic institution to withstand the
lies, the inventions, the insinuations,
the false statements and the misve-
presentations that are hurled against
it. If we had to hold a complete in-
vestigation in each case, these en-
emies of all order and authority
would simply keep us investigating
from year’s end to year’s end. They
could trump up charges much more
rapidly than any one could disprove
them. g

train
track, is none
olic Church.

against all oppression, usurpa-
tion of authority, all that
may become detrimental to’ society,
and she alone has to bear the brunt
of the criticisms that would fain de-
And
the very elements whose future
pends
tion of her principles are those that
are the most bitterly antagonistic to
her work. We are pleased to see
that, in the higher walks of Protest-
ant journalism, this great truth is
being recognized, and we trust that
its recognition may spread to the
State and to every strata of society,

of evils that follow in it

the Cath-
She alone sets her face

other than
all

license

stroy her saving powers. vet
de-

on her and on the propaga-
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The many friends of Mr. George H.
Pearson will regret to learn that he
is attacked with illness, which will
prevent him attending business for
sometime. !

Miss Grace, Alexander street,
left on a visit to her brother
Rutland, Vermont,

has
in

ent parishes in the United States.,

A newphew of theirs is also a priest
and Curate of St. Cyprien.

Mr. Gratton was born the 23rd
September, 1834: hig good wife,
whose maiden name was Marie~

Louise Vermette, was horn the 22nd
November, 1832, They were married
on the 18th August. 1853. They had
eleven children, and of these Rev,
Jules Gratton, is parish pniest of
fardner, Mass.; Rev. Fdmond Grat-
ton is parish priest at Indian Orch-
ard, Mass.; and Rev, Alphonse Grat-
ton is parish priest at Pawtucket,
R.I.

————

—————
Two Catholic children, boy, aged 7
vears, and girl, aged 8 years, #hose
father is dead and mother now at
point of death. ¥
Only applications from Catholic
homes will be considered.
Address D.,
TRUE WITNESS OFFICE,
Box 1188 P.0:
Montreal, P. Q.
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