Published By Permission of the Vancouver -Strike Committee

THE RED FLAG

A Journal of News dnd Vieits Devoted to the Interests of the W orkmg Class :

=

VOL NO. 23

VANCOUVER, SATURDAY,

JUNE 28, 1919

FIVE CEN'I‘S

-

The Situation in the Hungarlan Soviet Republlc

A comrade who has joined the Hungarian Red
Army wires to the Avanti, under date May 23rd,
his impressions :—

Such ‘‘stories’’ as that Dr. Bela Kun has died of
extreme hunger and that a general strike has been
declared against the rule of the Soviets are all lies.
Here in Hungary, owing probably to the want of
great resistance on the part of the Hungarian capi-
talists, the Distatorship of the Proletariat. is‘ a
mild rule indeed. :

__Dr. Bela Kun is more alive than ever, surrounded
by the affection of all workers; he is optimistically
inclined, in spite of the faet that his country is
surrounded by an enemy well armed and well sup-
ported by the international reaction, and, eonse-
quently, without aceess to the market of the world.

All the factories here are working at full speed,
in order to increase production for the benefit of
all. I have visited, together with Comrade Mor-
-gari (the Italian Socialist) the great workshop for
agricultnral machines, the ‘‘Langmaschinen Fa-
brik, .’ and I have found the (mm po-ible har-

’ f“'m’”mmr erved in the
on the fields, and, but for the menace of the Amod
Powers, the Hungarian people would be able soon
to produce ‘enough for its needs. Never has the
countryside been so intensively cultivated. and this
year the crops will be more abundant than ever be-
fore.

I spoke with Capt. Arcami, of the Ttalian Military
Mission, which has remained here, and he con-
firmed this view. Naturally enough, the Sdviet
Government’s chief ecare at the moment is - the
formation of a strong Red Army.

The Commissaires for War, Fidler and Szante,
together with the Conmmander-in-Chief Boehm and
Commander Landely, and, of course, with the as-
sistance of trade unmions and various politieal
groups, have in less than three weeks put togéther
an army that can face the Czechs, the Roumanians,
ete.

Yesterday I went with Morgari to visit the north-
east front and where we were about a mile from
the Czech position of Miskoleez. We erawled for a
while on all:fours to avoid being hit and in order
to study the enemy position. That night that posi-
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(From the ‘‘Worker’s Dreadnought,”” June 7,
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tion, a town of 50,000 inhabitants, was taken by the
Red Army, with many prisoners and thirty maxim
guns.

Everywhere the discipline of the Red Army is
good ; they go to the front singing the Marseillaise
and the International. At Harszag. the soldiers
stopped out car and a private from the ranks step-
ped forth and spoke, asking us to convey to the
workers in the faetories the assurance that the
workers in uniform will fight to the last for
Soecialism.

The military organization is also good. On the
19th inst., at a given point, I saw that 56 trains
passed in 40 hours, earrying soldiers to the front.
The soldiers have meat, vegetables,  bread nearly
white, but aleohol; in every form, is strictly pro-

hibited. Tobaecco is not lacking.

Chief-Commander Boehm is a metal worker,
who rose from private to lieutenant; became Minijs
ster for ‘War under the Government of Karolyi,
when he rapidly carried out the demobilization of
1,700,000 men of all forees. He has now shewn
his_skill in an equally rapid mobilization of the
Red Army.

Comrade J.° Alpary, who is with Dr. Bela Kun
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, thinks that
the danger experienegd by the Red Army in the
last days of April has had a beneficial ‘effect: it
has united the workers the more. He, too. is
hopeful of final success:and sends greetings to the
workers of all countries,

With me are now 230 Italian Socialists who have

- also volunteered; in our native ecountry they may

eall us traitors; we know that we are amongst
brothers fighting for-the only righteous eause.
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(From the June ‘“New Republic.’”)

Dl-l.\ll)(‘RA(‘Y means gssential equality of men,
but there ean be nb équality of men except

on the basis of equal dignity of function. - Prate of
equality as much as you must; you never do con-
“rise’’ out of
their status to yours. That every intelligent work-
ingman knows. You say, *‘I was once a working-
man myself; I feel myself one with the working
class.”” Nobody takes ypur statement at its face
value. Everybody knogs that behind your words
there lurks a smug acency. ‘‘Even though I
was born into the wo g class, see what I have
beeome!’”’ More than that: there is a hidden as-
sumption that you never really belonged among
the ““lowly:"’ that you ‘l characteristics that dis-
tinguished you from the eradle for a higher place.
That is just the sort of thing every self-respecting
worker means to rid the world of. He means to re-
shape the conditions of life and industry so that no-

hody not a fool will ever talk about “‘rising’’ from

the carpenter’s bench td ‘the eonstructor’s roll-top
desk, from thé farm to the bank or the bar or the
pulpit. He means to em@icipate his job and make
a respected career of it, as the merchants and
lawyers of two centurief ago emancipated their
jobs.

The - niiddle class won ‘ cipation by foreing

.auodmﬁatlivedbydldrmtogivethem a

voice in the econduet of public affairs. As soon as
thmhltmdthehmrpuhelrhndsonthe

that we shall M{ﬁeﬁnﬂeﬂ Bnﬂdtng Trades
ntherthln}hmabuﬂdnuud con-
tnctouqnthm of houses,
_when we shall consult 1 Amtl;muted Assoeia-
tion of Tron mwwa-km about the shortage

of steel, rather thln Mr. Gary and Mr. Schwab, tlle
manual trades will become careers out ‘of which
men do not need to ‘‘rise.’’

But this, you objeet, is to fly in the face of na-
ture. The lawyer’s trade, you argue, is inherently
superior to the bricklayer’s. Just so thé early mod-
ern military officer would have argued the impos-
sibility of equalizing the lawyer’s status with that
of the soldier. Was mnot the most incoinpetent.
drunken general infinitely superior to even the
shrewdest man of law! Lawyers as a class, you
urge, have a higher average of intellectual ability.
Pethaps; we shall have more light on this point
when we lay out as mueh-effort on the general edu-
cation of bricklayers as on that of lawyers. The
lawyer’s work sharpens the wits; the bricklayer’s
work is deadening. That may be true or it may
not; anyway what most interests society is the
mental energy a man has over for disinterested uses
after the earning of his living, and the bricklayer
may have as much surplus mental energy as the
lawyer when we end the working day short of the
point of stupefying fatigue. ;

It is not proposed to reduce all economic condi-
tions to a dead level; it is not proposed to remove
the natural incentives that draw men out of one
career and into another All that demoeracy re-
quires is that the manual trades shall be vested with
industrial responsibility and freed from the servile
incidents of excessive fatigue and sweated wages,
so that the young men of ability and pride and am-
bition who hdve a personal vence for them
may elect them without fee hat they are com-
mitting themselves to a role of inferiority. That is
essential to democracy. It is also e.entid to

economie pnpe-. ;
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wars now going on which will not be affected by
“the signing of the Pea¢e Treaty with Germany.
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