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stock, for the scarcity is as great in other coun-
tries as in our own, and with the facilities we
have for producing suitable feed, it is cheapcr and
more satisfactory to breed than to buy, even if
we could secure in the markets the stock we need.
Enterprising importcrs and breeders have, with
commendable public spirit, provided the necessary
sires for breeding the class of horses needed, and
farmers have patronized them fairly well in most
districts, breeding such mares as they have, but
these are generally of an inferior class, as, dur-
ing the depression of a few years ago, most of
the best mares the country were sold for ex-
port or for city dray purposes, and now it is a
rare thing to see a good draft mare on the road,
except those harnessed to railway in the
large cities, which have been secured from farm-
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ers by the offer of tempting piices, and are not

Leing used for breeding The prospet, therefore,
i8 that there will be for many vears vet a short-
age of good brecding mares and a scarcity of
good draft gcldings to supply the assurcd de-
mand at high prices.

To wait ti'l the produce of the filly foals of
this rear ond next are maturcd and fit to :ell
for wirk or breeding purposes, means a wiait o
four to five years, though a good colt  of th
right 1yvje will gencrally sell for a good pn
at anyv age, even if it be only a grade in hrecd
ing, while o purce-hred filly of the best stainp wil
bring a hi pidee, and it costs as much 1o rais
an infvrior horse as one that will <ell for S200
or more,

With the present outlook, there would, there
fove, apjpear to be no hetter Opening for anve
mint Terivge an any ne of live stock than that
of the purc-hred mares and fillies being b ht
wit. by evtorprising importers and offered | ol
| IO S ORI roop it ntract, and thouch 11
numbe f mMa) seen nsiderable, thiy
1 ! | i apoan can of opnn nnd
of drminand Yon ch s | \ 11 great oty
whi Foh il of it cannot he used
to bet'er purpose than in i ¢ voung horses of
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the best-selling sortg. Men who have the means
at their disposal should lead the way in pro-
viding the necessary stock of breeding mares, and
this some of them are doing with praiseworthy
public spirit, by importing the right class of
stallions and mares, with no prospect of more
than a nroderate profit, as prices are high in the
Old Country and the risks and expenses of im-
porting by no means small. Farmers who have
the facilities for keeping and breeding horses have
here the opportunity to select from these impor-
tations, and may well avail themselves of the
offering, for it is certain they could not import
the same class of stock singly or in small num-
bers at the cost at which these may be bought, to
say nothing of .the risks to be run in shipping.

 HORSES.
Handling Horses in the Show-ring.

It seems to me that the most important mat-
ter in showing horses is to tend directly to your
own business and let the other fellows alone.
Watch your own horse, and study if there be any
point on which you can improve, and try to get
all out of the horse there is in him.

We will assume that your horse is in good
condition, and t(hat he has been properly
‘ schooled '’ or mannered before leaving home,

then we will try to give a few general hints or
rules which may be of service. In the first place,
we must divide the classes into those shown ‘“ on
the line '’ or halter, and those shown in harness,
and again subdivide by adding saddle horses,
roadsters, draft and heavy-harness horses. We
will take the juvenile classes first, or those
shown ‘‘ on the line,”” which include most every
kind up to three years old. On fixing these up
to show, a neat halter or bridle is generally all
that is necessary, preferably of white webbing,
or leather, and surcingle to match, with a side-
line on the ‘‘ off '’ side, from the bit to the sur-
cingle, to help the colt carry his head straight,
and consequently ‘‘ go '’ straight without ‘‘ plait-

ing '’ hig legs or turning out his toes; no horse
can ‘‘ go '’ straight with his head carried to one
side.

Any judge that knows his business will get
out behind, or before, every horse, to see if your
especial entry does or doea not have these obhjec-
tionable faults. 1f it be a draft colt that is to
be shown, a little ‘‘ color "’ in his mane and tail
will help his appearance, but in any other kind
decorations are out of place and in bad taste.

On entering the show-ring remember you are
subject to the ring-master’s orders, and it never
hurts to pay attention to what he says, al-
though many seem to think it ‘“ smart '’ to ig-
nore his orders as much as they dare. It is
usual to parade around the ring in single file at
a walk, and then (at his order) at the trot,
keeping up the last-named gait long enough to
enable the judge or judges to compare the differ-
ent entries and make selections, subject to
further examination when ‘‘ pulled in.” When
standing, see that your horse does not ‘‘loll
around in slipshod fashion, but stands firmly on
all his legs at once, like a soldier at ‘“ attention.”

All these things count. Give the horse every
advantage possible; most of them nced it, and
more especially when the poor ones have been
weeded out and it comes to a close thing. You
may then be called upon to show out your colt
again, and this time by himself, so that any
peculiarity of gait may be observed and the
judge may be sure there was not something he
had overlooked ; <o (ry to make him walk his
hest and trot his best, then yvou can rest assured
that vou have done all vou could to obtain the
covated prize The judge should do the rest
and put the ribbons where they helong, and us
ually does so, notwithstanding all the nonsensi
cal talk to the contrary

ITeavy-harness  horses should be shown in
heavy harnes:, hitched to an appropriate vehicle

most premium lists specily what kind  at  the
head of each (lass, You will serve your own
niterests by conforming to the conditions named.
It does not do to show a heavy-harness horse 1o
a light road wagon, any more than it does to
show o licht roadster to a “ gig,”” or other
heavy-harness horse hitch "' in other words,
horses of this class should wear heavy leather
til he hiatehed 1o a good substantial !‘iL:“ other
wise they do not look properly hul;nu-‘(\d, and
thise thines mean a great deal in the show-ring.
he <ame rules apply as to parading on enter-
e the ring, only in this class it is usual to
show at the f(rot until called in, when animals
are more closely examined hv the judges, who
then nml\f‘ their short leet. and afterwards have
these animals again shown out for their final
awards High action ne of tlie egcentlalg of
a heavy harnes haorse, <o have vonr horse wear
the shoes he ¢rces highest and best in. Drive

a
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him carefully, and when on his stride let him go
at that, with always a trifle in hand, so you
can make an extra spurt if need be; also have
your horse so he will/back ’* if you are asked
to put him to this test—nothing looks worse
than a horse that just opens his mouth and re
fuses to budge when asked to *‘ back.” Such
things make a big difference, and, besides, arc
essential in all high-class horses.

How can anyone reasonably expect to sell g
half-broken horse for a large price? And these
are indications either of the disposition or the
poor handling of the horse—both very undesir-
able, and in the one case, at any rate, not easily
remedied, and in the other taking more time and
patience than the avcrage ‘‘ user '’ has at com-
mand.

Roadsters should, of course, be shown to light
wagons, wear light harness—the neater the better
—and be able to show a good, free, frictionless
road gait, and speed when required. The latter
being the essential feature in a road horse, it
should never be lost sight of, and to do the trot-
ting-horse men justice, I may say it scarcely ever
is.  Promptness is also a very desirable qualifica-
tion; show your ability tJ ‘‘speed’’ at any moment,
and that you really have a road-horse and not a

- lobsvt'er." The same general rules on showing
apply in this class as in the ones mentioned
above.

Saddle horses need to have a good man on
their backs. I want to emphasize this point—it
makes so much difference that some men can go
into a ring and bring out the first prize, where
some others, with the same horse, would scarcely
be considered for 1st, 2nd, 8rd or 4th place.
They should show a good flat-footed walk, a
well-balanced trot, and a nice casy slow canter ;
they should also show they are handy in turn-
ing and in changing from one gait to the other,.
also ‘“ back,” if required. There is only one
recognized way of equipping a saddle horse, and
that is with a plain, good English saddle and
double-reined bridle ; breast-plates, martingales,
etc., are, of course, a matter of taste, but savor
too much of the hunting-field or breaking pad-
dock. Manners are of paramount importance in
any saddle horse, and without them no horse
has any right to the name, however perfect he
may be in fineness of wither, slope of shoulder,
length of neck, or stoutness of back and loin.

Heavy-draft horses may wear all the -letora-
tions you may wish to put on them—Scotch ccl-
lars, brass buckles, and newly blackened harness,
with bright ribbons in mane and tail, coupled
with newly-painted wagons, certainly make a
draft horse or pair look attractive. Thay should
be paraded at the walk, which is, in this class,
of the first importance ; then at a moderately
slow trot. (Good shoeing helps in this, s&s in
every other clases. Have your horses well shed,
well groomed, and ‘‘fit '’ to be able to show
they can haul a good load when asked. In pairs,
have them closely matched both as to color and
markings, and have them ‘““handy,” so they re-
spond promptly, either to “‘back ”’ or go for-
ward at a moment’'s notice. Details of harness-
ing or hitching are largely a matter of taste,
and no hard-and-fast rules can be given. All 1
can say is, have everything as good as you pos-
x!hly can, and above all, have it clean : be con-
sistent, and have your harness and vehicle bal-
ance in whatever class you show. Then ride
or drive the hest you know how and let the rest
take care of itself; if you have the ‘“ goods
you will get the ribbons. Self-interest some-
times blinds a man to the shortcomings of his
own horse. Tt is only on comparing with others
that he may find out he has not got as good a
one as he thought before he left home. Horse
shows are great educators, not only to the gen-
em‘] public, but to owners as well.

New Jersey. R. P. STERICKER.
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