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aires or immensely wealthy out of this war. If they can
secure the help they'll make the best use of it, but in-
experienced help is not 7 satisfactory under present-
day farming conditions which call for men who can
handle machinery. Farming in 1918 requires trained
men. The only reason farmers asked to be safeguarded
fn the hog proposition was that they had lost out before
at the pig game and so had little confidence, and ch

anging

i to pigs made it necessary to change farm plans so that

;‘ fncreasing hogs meant decreasing something else of

h| vital importance. No one can show that farmers as a

! whole have made, even in 19]7, unreazonable profits,
and farmers as a class are not complaining. They are
ready to do their share as they have done it in the past
without any thought of compulsion being necessan
Anyow€ who would hint that the farmers of Ca
have been holding up on production since the war
begcan in order to boost prices doesn’t know anvthi:
about farming conditions and what has been a.

b plished.
!Q‘ We are started in 1918,

If the Government

any considerable acreage of unulled lund in
the \West and bring it under cultivation no doubt
Hon. T. A. Crerar, who knows the West as well
man can, will take hold of the proposition

surc he will work every plan that seems

take over

the
AN R\
W teel
at all teasible.
For the farmers already on the land, we can
from a long experience in dealing with them and from
years of intimate knowledge of farming in all its
and knowing what they have done in the past
! years, they will again do all that is humanly
and that they are entitled to a reasonable return for
their efforts.  Put all on a basis of no more profit
farmers get and there will be fewer millionaries 1
Canada in 1918.

Now, to be practical select seed early
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than

nade 1n

and clean
ft well; plan handy devices to help  wherever
sible, do as much as practicable with

pos-
power,  either
engine or horse; use wide implements
arrange with neighbors to change worl
hired help is available do
best advantage.

and’ machiner :
K, and il anv good
as you have done, use it to the
If any compulsion is necessan
greater production the farmers of Canada
land re

maot

)
toward

NOW an e

not responsible for it.

here efforts deserve
reasonable and gencrous consideration and will get
it from those who know the situation,

Let all orcaniza.-
tions

get together and evolve the best posaible s

schemes

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
or helping on production in all lines. some things
The Farmer’s Advocate o irin on production in il tines. 1f some thing

are luxuries, let them be “cut out” for the time. Placing
every man where his services will be of greatest use to
his country, taking all things into consideration, will
meet with the approval of all thinking Canadians.
Fair play for all will bring best results.

To Increase Production.

BY ALLAN MCDIARMID.

It is pretty generally admitted by those who are in
A position to size up the situation, that this country,
as well as the world in general is approaching a time of
tood shortage, if not of actual famine. But apparently
We are not taking the matter  very much to heart,

for the money spent on the unnecessary things in life
WAs never o great as at the present time.  This
carclessness  in - the spending of money would  not
be so serious if it was  not accompanied by a
lack of thought and preparation in - another  matter.
Money is plentitul and  while that 15 the case
the majority of people apparently  think that every-
thing that” monev can buv  at present  must con-
tnue to be plentiful as well. Ihat this is not the

= anvone can see if they will take a minute to think
about it. NMonev s only a medium of exchange,
not a means of existence. It will not take the place
of bread in case of a complete crop failure.  And so far
War-time  cconomy’ consists in hoarding up acutal
dollars and cents it is of very little real value as a pre-
paration for the conditions that are going to face us
' the near future. The fact that the spend-thrift
squanders his fortune is of little concern to the country
at large because of the fact that the money remains
in circulation and the financial state of affairs has not
been affected.  There is as much gold and silver as
ever. It has changed hands, that is all.

But in the case of anything in the line of food-
products it is a very different matter. Any waste
means a shartage in the supply and probable hardship
and suffering in a world where production and con-
sumption are on a fairly even balance in normal times.
By economizing in the matter of food, by eating no
more than we need, and by stopping waste in the cooking
of our meals, a good deal can be done to relieve the
situation. At any rate a good habit will have been
formed. But the most business-like and common-
sense way of undertaking to prevent famine in a country
is to increase the food-supply. Not in every land can
this be done. \We know of nations that are cultivating
almost every foot of land that hasn't a building en it,
and they are making the best possible use of natural
and commercial fertilizers as well. But here in Canada
the case is different. In the West there are hundreds
of thousands of acres waiting for the breaking plow.
Can our Government be induced to take th
steps towards bringing this lanc
to the extent of their effort
will follow a great shortage

as

€ necessary
I under cultivation and,
» prevent the disasters that
of food?
Here is the case in Saskatchewan
acres of “School Lands”
of the Province.
rors,

Thousands of
are Iving idle in various parts
Thousands more are held by specula-
Traction engines are owned by a large percentage
of the farmers and these engines are used by their
owners  but a very small part of the time and in some
Cases not at all, the breaking on many sections having
been all done vears ago. Now the question 1is, why
can’t these practically idle engines be put to work on
1= idle land and thousands of acres broken up during
« “7!1i!¥if summer ll']ll\"‘ (N nernment
control I'here 1s qiie 1 but

had if good waces were

supervision
that capable
offered, and

no

Stion

b

as vt

al importance that we increase

d

pl'()~

1s different from the coniferous fore<ts further
of the luxuriant carpet of

the
deal moister
notices also the abundance of lichens, both on the
and on the ground
great numbers of different species of fleshy fungi.
in this moist, rather dark,
these fleshy fungi, and they
profusion,

some species, such as the
Fern and the Shield Fern
The Club-mosses are

at all rich,
any except shade-enduring species.
with its clover-like leaves and delicate pink flowers with
the petals lined with deeper pink, is one of the commonest

is fairly common in the woods,
it grows in huge patches which,
full flower,
Wintergreen, with its single, white,
quite common in many places and
often spreads its trailing stems over considerable areas.

these one of the commonest
noticeable during spring
Thrush.
we have in Canada, and
sun over the waters, the
the shore and the
blend to form
which fringe
breeds from May to July, the
ground and composed of
lets.
a uniform greenish blye.

the \l.i!(‘r\\\vlnl‘!‘tl J!lnln,
remains throughout the
very early in spring
nest being well concealed
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duction here as there.
the outcome of the war.

Should the results of this enterprise warrant it and
conditions a few years hence make it advisable, the
work could be carried on in other districts where very
little land has yet been taken up and Government lands
could be farmed by the Government on a scale that
would provide for “any conceivable emergency. But
the first duty of those in authority would seem to be to
cultivate the land within reasonable distance of the
railroads, where the object in view could be accomplished
in the shortest time and with the least risk of failure
And action should not be long delayed.

We are equally concerned in

Nature’s Diary.
A. B. KLUGH, M.A.
Canada From Ocean to Ocean. 1II.

If we turn from the shore and walk inland

in the
Maritime Provinces in

a locality in which primaeval
conditions exist we find ourselves in a Spruce-Birch
forest. This forest consists alimost entirely of \White
Spruce, Red Spruce and Paper Birch.  There are, of
course, some places in which a different tyvpe of forest
exists, such as a hardwood forest, hut the Spruce-Birch
forest is typical of by far the greater area,

This forest which occurs along the Atlantic coast
inland
because
moss which covers its floor,
moss is undoubtedly due to
along the coast the atmosphere is a good
in summer than it is further inland. One
trees
., and one is at once struck with the
Here
forest is an ideal habitat for
accordingly flourish in great

in several respects. It is notable for one thing
This great development of
fact that

Ferns also grow in large numbers in this forest,
Beech Fern, the Ha -scented
being particularly abundant.
also extremelv well represented.
plants the Spruce-Birch forest is not
the shade being too dense for the growth of

The Wood Sorel,

In flowering

and most characteristic flowering plants. The Star-
flower, with its white star-shaped flowers at the end of
slender, upright pedicels is common. The Bunchberry

and in little clearings
when the plants are in
resemble snow-banks. The One-flowered
waxy blossom, is
the Twin-flower
The Spruce forest is the home of many birds. Of
» and certainly one of the most
and early summer, is the Hermit
This bird is one of the most beaut iful songsters
a calm evening, the low-sinking
lapping of the rising tide on
silvery chant of the Hermit Thrush
a glimpse of nature in the Spruce woods
the mightv Atlantic. The Hermit Thrush
nest being placed on the
leaves, grass, bark and root-
The eggs are three or four in number, and are of
Another bird characteristic of the Spruce woods is
In some localities this species
winter, but in most it arrives
nests in May and June, the

in a hole in the ground or

It

(To be continued.)
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SEH T CATIe T s ol i under an old root, and being composed of grass-stems sole. \\
Sy | '.“c‘{‘\l:ﬁvl(uku‘.!:'\;‘ l;x"‘.’;'I’!‘TH‘;'\:'\! ‘“t‘:_’\" lous objection and !inwl( with hair.  The Slate-col red  Junco II«l\_ a margin o
» o . el . P great variety of call-notes and a Irlllmg. song which exit. In
DWIEE v Hy”-“!;j‘\"\‘ Land could be H"?“M"f O quite closely resembles that of the Chipping Sparrow. 1s due to
\ ‘, e own fotdings Iy a bonus of ‘A“?"“: or Ihe Crow is also a very common bird in these woods, 1 dead cart
Cotars anacre pard by the Government it might byt we can h wdly call it characteristic of them, since to remon
well to doar “W““‘\§""1\" would probably }'{'i”\_’i“"l the Crow is characteristic of all kinds of country clear of this ki
. N, and as for the present, money is no object if the across the continent.  But these Crows of the forests the prob
! 1S wd. Millions have been spent for the manu- along the sea-coast have a wav of mixing up the ferns 1n contac
Licture . iuni pas o destrov our "H“V”'“\ Let us the sea shore and the woods, as lh\‘\\ pit*k up Sea- h)lh\'n[r(
S oW maore, af necessary, to save the lives of our urchins and Clams and earey them into the woods, so lii such ¢
S TS .\-;£! to prevent sufiering among those who  that the nature-student  frequently  encounters these sole and r
nowunat home. - This idea has the support of many  gpimals or their remains some distance inland. extend th
\\y“ Stern farmers and it would seem to be practical. The commonest mammals of the Spruce-Birch forest red hot i
Whar s ‘ilj' use ob controlling the price of tood and  gre the \arving Hare and the Red Squirrel. cutting o
rexulating the qQuantities to be sold if, in the end, there The forest country of the Maritime Provinces is in- p«lrv(l\\lhr‘
’!jji vm\llmhu!_»mi ?.f‘\'*l to kl‘-t‘l"h‘zl‘“'l"“”""'1 starving? - terspersed with numcerous little lakes, and in these we object to
:‘1‘(\'!.\‘\\%\21“;;‘\‘ P\I:;yl»\'\l‘\,‘ wl}:ed:in‘lj\»\l(:” ‘"A(-““bi‘"z”‘\”“; iil\l;]ll'(lhtli tl‘) find aquatic life well  developed —fresh-water _clams, other me:
and the !»m,-\(in\'[ of prices l\\;h(nl we need 'n\uI ‘\\'hlllt] };mllll'\-‘ Seshes and vl Kumay species, inclushing ti}e continied
the Government has not yet undertaken  to \‘llllli‘l\' ] E,!l”'\l\v'xllf]d .‘ll“ng s gy shores of many of these $0 inject |
dires eI, is more Whest: Bacon arid beel are nerca. ki a \(\.l‘n T'l) «lllt ll»]‘l}l‘\ \Al‘I). llltl"rexllllg aqsmn.c Pld{lts, say l;} gre
3 ) : o CSArY,  such as the peculiar Quill-wort, a plant which is an ally injections
o course, as w cll as many other things, but the breaking  of the ferns and looks like a little tuft of grass, the Water 1 of the sini
up of our idle l‘f”‘l IS at present the most practical way [ obelja with its hollow two-barrelled leaves, and the ranulatir
m which the Government can help out the situation Arrow-head ' ' %)evon(‘i 1
and the most F“H“‘”f’” mnany case. Large tracts are also covered by peat-bogs, areas daily with
!‘\)mi NOW is the time to get ready to do jt. Prairie  in which the substratum is mainly Sphagnum Moss the princi
sod that 1s broken next spring will not grow wheat profit-  among which grows a host of sedges, cotton-grasses, orifice by
abh ‘:Inf vear. It may grow oats or flax, but in any  rushes and plants belonging to the Heath Family and destroy pi
‘ ‘\:: ijn\:\:”“l;;‘,‘x:;md\ ;tl«ir \[‘ l}uluiiu‘t.h.c spring ‘<_~f 1919, and Fhv ()!‘(:hid Family. In some of these bogs Blueberries stiml{lilt(:
(0 < T L€ PossIDly be the very time it will be needed  and € ranberries are abundant. Most of the plants of are situat
to ave 1_ho situation.  Anvway, \\'lmg 1s needed s that  these peat-bogs are the same as those which occur in great care
e Minister of Agriculture take this matter in hand similar habitats across the continent, but there is one, lation of
v et capable men to look after the details of the the ]hku«l~;lppluVBt‘rr,\' which is characteristic of bogs is superfic
akmg, and who will see also that the work is  near the coast. This plant has roundish-kidney-shaped tures, hen
od J!nng - a methodical and business-like way. leaves and bears berries which are nearly an inch across sloughing
}\\ vk of a similar nature is being carcied on in Great and which, when ripe, resemble a baked apple in ap- - ary to gi
Britain at the present time and as part of the Empire  pearance and taste.
I~ ol just

great suffe




