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FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

MANAGEMENT OF WEFEDY LAND.

At this season of the year noxious weeds
are pushing upward with amazing rapidity.
Tn fields where it is not practicable to root
them up with some 1mplement or by
pulling them by hand, the tops should be
kept down by a frequent use of the scvthe
or horse mower. It is an exceedingly bad
practice to allow noxious weeds of any
kind to go to seed, as the mature growth
strengthens and fortifies the roots of
perennials against any injury, except the
total eradication of every minute root.
Sut if the tops are kept cut down short,
the roots will be g0 much exhausted by
reproducing new tops that grass will soon
gain the ascendency over the weeds and
maintain it. The grass of a meadow that is
infested with so many weeds that it is
not practicable to pull them before the
cropis fit to be moved should be eut as
soon as the blossoms of the weeds begin to
appear, even if the grass has not attained
half its usual height. If weeds are per-
mitted to remain until the blossoms have
fallen, the seeds will mature and be dis-
tributed over other fields. In many
pasture fields large bull thistles throw out
such broad leaves and branching tops that
more than one acre out of six or seven is so
completely covered with this crowth that
domestic animals cannot reach the grass
which grows beneath the spreading tops.
When the number of such pests is small,
the most economical way to exterminate
them is to cut off the roots two or_three
inches helow the surface of the ground with
a sharp bog hoe or mattock, which will be
the end of them, as this species of thistle
is biennial,and root and branch will die at
the end of the growing season. The ob-
ject of keeping the growth down by mow-
ing is to prevent seeding the next season,
and also to allow the grass to grow instead
of thistles. By judicious management all
such jobs may be performed between
ghowers and in wet and lowery weather,
when laborers cannot make fences, cure
hay or cultivate and hoe among growing
crops. By adjusting the cutting bar of
the mower to runfour inchies high,one horse
would mow over one*acre per hour with
comparative case. In case there is only a
small patch of weeds here and there, let
the tops be mowed frequently with hand
seythes,—N. . Times.

Praster.—A correspondent vithe New York
Tribune says:—1f a person will sow plaster
when the land is dry and warm and likely to
keep so for a few days, he will be surprised at
the results, for plaster is a great absorber of
carbonic acid gas, which is the life of plants,
and not ammonia, as stated; but if he should
undertake to sow it on wet land and in a cold
bleak time in the Spring, when the silver
drop hangs at the nose, he may look with hoth
eyes for the good results, and he will fail to
see them.

T Ouchany my Forest.

INFLU DNCE OV IRON ON THE PRODUC-
TIVENLESs OF FRUIT TREES.

In the Jast number of the Apvocarr was
an article on the bencficial cffects iron was
thought tv have on fruit trees. We now give
another testimony to the same efteet, that we
have mct in the course of our morning’s read-
ing:-

ITON FOR DRESSING IN ORCHARDE

At 2 recent meeting of the American losti-
tute Farmers’ Ctub, Mr. Wagner, whoiives on
TLong Island Sound, about fifty miles east of
New York, exhibited some prunings from his
orehard to illustrate the eflect of putting iron
around trees. 1le took an old place with
fwenty trees in the orchard, full of dead limbs
with yellow leaves, and the crotehes oozing
thick iam, 1e gave the earth a good top-
drossing of iron, breaking up old plows and
scatterinz  the fragments. The etfect has
hoou marveleous,  The trees have renewed
tneir vouth, and now look strong and thrifty.
The bark is tight, and the leaves are green,
and rhe borer has dissappeaved.  ITe tHinks
the sLaeof iron favoaces, ground up and s pread
cut e hards will prove a valuabie iRl fer
fraut trees of all kinds,
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LIME FOR SOILS OF FRUIT ORCHARDS.

On most soils, or in most localities, a pro-
per dressing of lime is useful to both peach
and pear trees. Therearesomescils whereit will
not prove of much benefit, but we are unable
to give a certain or infallible indication by
which the propriety of its application may be
known before making the trial. It would
not be so likely to be useful where the ground
has heen previously repeatedly or heavily
limed, or where the soil was poor for a want of
the application of yard manure or by plowing
under green crops. We have known it to
double the growth of trees on soils that ap-
pear to be quite similar to others where no
benefit was produced. Over doses, or uneven
application, might be applied safely at the
rate of 100 to 200 bushels per acre, but mag-
nesia lime should be used very cautiously.
There is no material difference between com-
mon stone lime and burnt oyster shell.

MULCHING FRUIT TREES.

Every year shows the advantage of mulch-
fruit trees. In the first place, an abundant
mulch of straw or chip litter, leaves, or what
not, retards the development of the fruit buds.
and saves them from the late frosts, which
this year have destroyed half the fruit crop.
Then it retains the moisture longer in the soil,
keeps it mare uniforin in temperature, keeps
the fertilizing elements in a more soluble
state, and makes stronger and better growth
of wood; and all of these unite to produce more
perfect fruit. Mulching is the surest means
especially in dry or well-drained soils, of
securing vigorous and healthy trees, and it is
only such trees that will withstand the
ravages of the borers, caterpillars, and other
diseases to which our fruit trees are subject.
We have this season noticed many instances
where fruit trees have been mulched with
straw only, and in every case the hencfits to
the! tree were most remarkable. Instead of
burning the straw, put it around your fruit
trees.

ORCHARDS,

In our little rambles about town and
through the country we are in the habit of
walking with our eyes open. We do not
merely have them open to see that we are
going the right road, or to enable us to
avoid any obstacle in our way, but open
also to observe and note down in our mem-
ory much that othets, though having as
good eyesight, might pass by unobserved.
In this mauner we treasure up little items
of knowledge for future use. We observe
the care bestowed on gardens and fields,
and we partake, with the owner, the plea-
sure of the well-kept border of Howers,
and the sweet scent of the orchard bright
with blosgoms.

We do not always see matters so well
managed and in such good order,  We
have taken down a few hints about or-
chards: Some farmers seem to think
that when they have planted an orchard
they need take no further care of it, and
leave it to itself.  In this they are much
mistaken. The young orchard will doubt-
loss thrive hetter the more carefully the
gnil is tilled.  Frequent tilling of the soil
sorves to enrich it, keeps it tree from
weeds, and helps also to_keep away in-
juriousinsccts. Thousands of these pests
find a breeding-place and a safe retreat in
the weeds that shonld be carefully extir-
pated. Till the soil of young orchards
frequently with the fork or hoe, not with
the plough, as it would be apt to disturb
and injure the tender roots of the trees.—
Have a root crop in the orchard—man-
volds, turnips, potatoes, or anything else
that will need frequent hoeing.  The crop
will pay you for the labor in the culture.
Keep the soil in good order and the bark
of the trees clean, and if inclined to bhe
bark-hound or overgrown with moss or
lichen, scrape the bark down with some
blunt instrument, and occasionally wash
the stems and limbs as you would wash
yourself. (‘leanliness contributes to the
health of the trees as much as to your
own. All this carerequires little labor,
but it is necessary to the well-doing ot
your orchard. By keeping the bark of

the trees elean you will ina great meaxure |
prevent its heing the receptacle of in- |

cects. Remember that preventative is
better than cure.—-[Ass'T En.]

COVERING FOR THE WOUNDS OF TREES,

We have all found, to our cost, how in-
jurious wounds are to trees, and more than
once have we seen highly valued trees die
from the cffects of neglected wounds. ‘We
give from the Horticultnrist the follow-
ing recipe :—“ The following compound
we have found to be the best and most
lasting covering for wounds, viz.: rosin,
11b. ; tallow, 1 oz; alcohol, 5 oz.. spirits
of turpentine, 1 tablespoonful. Melt the
rosin and tallow together over a slow fire ;
then remove and add the turpentine aund
alcohol, turning in the aleohol slowly and
stirring briskly, being careful not to have
the rosin too hot or the alcohol may take
fire. Stir the mixture until nearly cold,
then turn into a wide-mouthed bottle,
and keep corked when not in use. Apply
this cement in a thin coating with a suit-
able paddle, when the alcohol soon evap-
orates and tlie cement becomes as hard as
the wood itself, and will remain on the
wood for years.

FOREST CULTURE.

Time after time have we urged upon the
farmers of Canada the good policy of pro-
tecting and preserving at least some por-
tions of their noble forests, and of plant-
ing trees for shade in exposed places.—
What we have so incessantly pleaded for
is being done by our neighbors over the
borders. For shade for cagtle and crops,
and for the prevention of too great evap-
oration of moisture from the soil, it is ne-
cessary that we plant and preserve timber.
At the National Agricultural Congress,
recently held in the United States, the
following resolutions were passed :—

“]. That we recommend farmers
throughout the United States to plant
their hilly or otherwise waste lands, and
at least ten per cent. of their farms, with
trees, in such manner as to provide shelter
belts or clumps of rapid-growing and use-
ful timber. 2. That we solicit the legis-
latures of the several States to pass laws
providing bounties for planting trees, eu-
couraging the planting of the hichways,

and for the provision of State nurscries of

young timber trees,and also the appoint
ment of an arbor day for the annuual
planting of trees, as has already been done
in the State of Nebraska. 3. That we
ask the Congress of the United States to
require, so far as practicable, that railroa
companies and settlers hereafter receiving
the benefit of the homestead and other
acts donating lands, shall plant with tim-
ber trees one-tenth of the land so
donated.”

PLANTING FRUIT TREES.

Some people planting fruit trees prefer
cetting them of such an age and size that
they may soon begin to bear and repay
them for their expense and labor.  Hav-
ing seen the results of planting trees at
too great an age, we would give our read-
ors a few words of adviee on the sub-
ject :—

A gentleman wished to plant some fruit
trees, and was desirous of having a return
for his labor as soon as possible.  He
planted trees twelve years old. He tock
the greatest pains in planting them, tak-
ing care to remove from the nursery those
with large roots, and had large holes pre-
pared for them,applied good compost to
them, and during the summer had them
well watered.  He hias watched them now
for more than four years, and from all his
trees he has not yet had o peek of fait
though they had hegun to bear thie season
hefore their removal.

This is but one instance of many illus-
trating a lesson in planting, nerer nlant
any bt yowny trees. It you do your ex-
pectations of suceeeding in fruit raising
are sure to be disappointed, and what lit-
tle fruit you may be fortunate to get frown
vour old transplanted tree will never be
s wood or as large as if the tree had been
planted when young.

In planting shade and ornamental trees
we prefer, in like manner, to plant young
trees.  In the first place,there is less risk

of any failures ; sccondly, we can train a
young tree in the most desiralle form, and
thirdly, young trecs when  transplanted
grow faster, so much so that if trees of
different ages be transplanted at the same
time, the young trees will in a few years
have outstripped in their growth those
that were planted much older and larger.

Of all trees, none of the cone-bearing
species should be planted after they are
five or six years old ; after five years it is
very doubtful if they will succeed.--[Ass't
Ep.]

From the April number of the Gerdener’s
Monthly we take the following: -

“In regard to the yellowsin the peach we
have little more to offer than we stated in our
January number. We there suggested it was
owing fo the fungus at the roots, the effects of
which pervaded the whole tree.  Since then
Dr. Taylor, the microscopist of the agricultural
department at Washington acting on our sugges-
tion, has taken the inner bark of a stem of a
yellowed peached tree, taken just above the
ground, and found it infested by a moliforin,
thread-like fungus, as we supposed.  When the
ceason arrives for etting in the ground, he will
2o to the root of the thing.”

We are safe in saying that the right direction
lias at last been reached in the investization of
this digease and its reinedy.  As yet the subject
has not been exhausted, nor has it certainly
been reached in the eradicarion or cure of the
evil. This, however. is certain, that the appli-
cation of hot water and sshes has saved many
trees. Query. Is this Jdue to the action of
heat aloue; and if so, would not » peck of un-
slacked lime about the collar of the tree well
covered up, by slacking produce heas enough
to accomplish the same result?

Fvery tree in every orchard onght to have a
pail of hot water pourcd around the collar of
the tree every spring. This would accomplish
two results, namely: Tt would kill the peach
borer or grub, and arvest the yellows in its in-
cipient s B Either cne of these results
would amply compensate the labor involved,

CURCULIO ON PLUMY,

T have various mctho’s for keeping these
insects «ff plum trees, but nine so simple nor
yet so effectual as the following:- Soak corn-
cobs in sweetened voater until thoroughly satur-
ated, thrn suspend th m to the limbs of the
trees a little while after Dlossoming, being sure
to burn the cobs aftor the fruit ripens, as they
will be found full of young insects. A good
plan is to change the cobs every few weeks.
My theory is this: that the insects deposit
their egos in the cobs in preference to doinyg so
in the young plums.  The first season I tried
it upon one or two only, and in the summer was
rewarded by a zeod crop of as fine plums as
ever ripen: d, while those on the other trees fell
off when abont half crown.  Nextspring found
sw. etencd corn-cobs dancling from the Hmbs
of all my plum trees. and the summer found
then tull of delicious fruit. 1 have never
known it to fail. and i hope every one who has
a plum tree will try it ,

WORTI KNOWILINt.

A correspondent of the Country Gentlenwrn
says if copperas and  saltpetre water is used
around pear tices, the tree will show the effects
in a large yield of fruit.  He tried this on a
Bartlett pear tree that had yiclded no fruit for
two vears previous; that very year it yielded
one hndred and fifty-five large, fine pears, and
the following vear two hundred and fifty large
ones, and s suill doing finely,  If pear trees
want iron, which most soils are v ficient in,
qulphate of iron, or copperas, is a good way to
qupplyit.”

BUDDIMNG.

«The season for budding depends upon the
proper condition of the ctock intended to be
worked. and upon the maturity of the buds to be
used.  Standard pears usnally require attention,
first. as the stocks are among the first to mature
their srowth, and, as arnle, the o are budded
as soon as huds ean he had mature enotch to he
worked.

wPhe buds must be haed, 7oeoowell misdared.
This is partienlarly true of pears, Pehierries and
plums.

« The hudding season Legins abous the middle
of July, commencing with ndard pears, then
follows plum on plum, cherry on AMazzard,
dwarf pears, plum on peach, cherry on Mahalch,
apples, apricots, neetarines and peaches, inthe
order named, as noar &4 can be enumerated.
The stock is in the best condition to work at
the tinee it booing fo show signs of censation in
crowth,  When the oreweh is vory rapid the
sap is thin and w vy with little disposition
to heal.  CUhierries are the most particular as to
proper condition of bud and stock, while peaches
are the least so.
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