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PROHIBITION IN VIEW.

The movement fur the general adop
tion uf the Canada Temperance Act 
throughout Canada is rapidly gaining vol
ume and strength. One of the best evi 
deuces of the breadth, depth and power of 
the agitation is the serious concern with 
which it is viewed by the conductors and 
supporters of the liquor tratiic. They ate 
organizing in every constituency and sub
scribing money freely to oppose the adop
tion of that excellent measure of permissive 
prohibition. Although their advocates in 
the press and on the platform repeatedly 
declare that the effect - the Act will be to 
create as large an unlicensed sale of liquor 
as now exists licensed, all the same they are 
going to fight tooth and nail against the in
troduction of a law that will let them sell 
as much as ever and withal relieve them 
from license taxation ! It cannot be too 
often repeated that the present is one of the 
most critical junctures in Canadian history, 
from the opport unity, to be improved or 
cast away, which the people have of utterly 
overthrowing the monster evil that is the 
most dangerous enemy the new nation can 
possibly harbor. This can in a great mea
sure be immediately achieved through the 
Scott Act itself if the organizations to carry 
it be continued for its enforcement. Our 
highest hopes regarding the Act, however, 
concern it as a stepping stone to entire 
national prohibition. Parliament has sol- 
emuly recorded its obligation to enact pro
hibition whenever the people show their 
readiness for it. There is no way in which 
readiness for the larger measure can be more 
effectually shown than by the adoption of 
the Act in most, if not all, of the consti
tuencies of Canada by large majorities, and 
then the insistance upon its enforcement by 
unmistakable popular sentiment in both 
speech and action. Petitions for prohibi
tion, if they could be got, signed by three- 
fourths of the electors of the Dominion 
would be less convincing to our wise legis
lators of ripeness for the act than the local 
option law of 1878 firmly administered 
over 'ue greater part of the country. If,at 
the expiry of three years after the general 
adoption of the Act.it was still in force and 
favor, and no extensive movements for re
peal were attempted, or, if attempted, suc
cessful, then Parliament would belie its re
cord if it did not immedi ately enact a law- 
prohibiting the importation, manufacture 
and sale of intoxicating liquors in the Do
minion of Canada. The man who is indif
ferent in the present struggle is an enemy of 
his race and country.

A Dozen Ladies and Gentlemen em
ployed in New York as telegraphers, 
teachers, and writers, last year leased a 
tract of land at Bergen County, New Jer
sey, on which they erected a cocoonery. 
This new enterprise in the culture of silk
worms proved so successful that they in
tend to start 2(H),000 worms by June 1st, 
10,000 being the number raised last season.

On Monday Last George Peters’ house 
at Sliarbutlake, Ontario, was burned ami 
with it Peters, his daughter of eight years 
old, and a young woman named Bridgeu 
were burned to death, their bodies being 
almost totally consumed. The fire was 
caused by a lamp being dropped and was 
afterwards spread by some one throwing 
water on it.

THE WEEK.

A Leipzig Antiquarian has in his col- 
ection two unprinted productions of 
Beethoven when he was only twenty-one 
years old. Otic is a canto on the death of 
the German Emperor Joseph II., ami the 
other a canto on theaccession of Leopold 11.

Since the Opening ok Navigation this 
spring the lumber trade from Ottawa is re
ported as quite unprecedented and there is 
a great e'emaud fur barges to carry the 
lumber.

Great Excitement has been caused by 
the report of a morganatic or left-haudul 
marriage between the Grand Duke of 
Ilesse-Darmstadt, widower of the late Prin
cess Alice, and a Russian lady named Mme. 
de Kalamire. It was understood that the 
Duke was to have married Princess Beatrice 
if the bill legalizing marriage with a de
based wife's sister had passed.

The Second Reading of the Channel 
Bill has been rejected by a vote of 2-2 to 
84 in the British House of Communs. The 
opposition to this proposed dry road under 
the sea to the Continent is one of the 
strangest exhibitions of British sentiment 
ever known. It is a most striking illustra
tion uf the insular prejudices of John Bull, 
all the more remarkable when viewed along 
with his other more prominent characteris
tics. Great Britain is the most free and open- 
doored uation in the world in commercial 
matters. She is also the most hospitable 
and secure a refuge to the oppressed sub- 
jects and political fugitives of other nations. 
The so far insurmountable prejudice against 
making a mere molepath beneath the silver 
streak of sea that divides the United King
dom from the rest of Christendom shows 
what great importance the British people 
place upon their insular position, from 
which they are able to defy the world. 
Perhaps they are right in this, and, indeed, 
it is not impossible to conceive of invasion 
being several degrees more feasible to Bri
tannia's enemies with the Channel Tunnel 
than without it.

The Contract for the Bi-ant memorial 
monument to be erected in Brantford, Out., 
has been awarded to Mr. Percy Wood, of 
London, England. The work will be done 
in England and the monument shipped to 
Canada in time to be erected on October 1st, 
1886. It will cost $16,000. This is a fit
ting tribute to the memory of the Indian 
chief, Joseph Brant, who so materially as 
sisted England against the colonies in the 
Revolutionary War and also in the previous 
war with France.

Baker Pasha has returned to England 
fruin Egypt and was well received. His 
gallant conduct when at the head of the 
Egyptian army has aroused a great deal uf 
sympathy for him, and twelve thousand 
signatures have been obtained to a petition 
to the Queen in favor of his being restored 
to the position in the British army which 
he lost by a breach of morality some years 
ago.

To Shelter the Farmers or France 
from competition the Government of t liât 
country proposes to cover them with the 
rags and tatters of protection in the shape of 
taxation on imported cereals and cattle.

Commendator Pericoli, a prominent 
politican of Rome and a former member of 
the Legislature of Italy, has been arrested 
under charge of a long series of fraudulent 
transactions.

A Bank Cabhier iu Bavaria, Germany, 
committed suicide to avoid the disgrace of 
being arrested for embezzling nearly fifty 
thousand dollars.

The Failure ok the Oriental Bank 
has caused wide-spread consternation, and 
suicides have been plentiful. What trouble 
innocent people would be saved if banks 
hail the same restrictions as are within the 
constitution uf the proposed Colonial Bank 
of Germany, which forbids the bank to 
issue notes, deal iu its own shares, speculate 
or acquire lauded property or advance 
money thereon.

Mrs. Webb, the widow ofCapt. Webb, 
who perished last year in his attempt to 
swim the rapids below Niagara Falls, has 
accepted the position of cashier of the 
Whirlpool Rapids Park near the falls

The Fact that a large number of New 
York and Brooklyn merchants have sent a 
petition to Congress asking fur a reduction 
of import duties shows that the re-action in 
favor of free trade is gaining strength in the 
United States.

On Opening up a freight car at Altoona, 
Pennsylvania, the bodies of two young boys 
crushed so that they could not be recognized 
were found among the lumber, which must 
liavu rolled in on them.

The Government ok Madagascar has 
offered France one million pounds on con
dition she will give up all claims to land iu 
the island.

A Verdict has been given in favor of 
Mrs. Langtry, against whom a suit for 
breach of contract was entered in the New 
York courts by Arthur E. Garwood. The 
spokesman of the jury said they Lad not 
been influenced by the lady’s fascinating 
powers but by justice.

Farmers near Quebec arc complaining 
of the want of help and have left off some of 
their heavy work for this year. Truly our 
immigrants who “can’t get work here” do 
not go far to look for it.

The Czar is taking the right course to 
gain the confidence of the people. On his 
son becoming of age a grand file was given 
and the Czar and his sou drove through the 
crowd without an escort and iu an open car- 
riage.

Victoria Lodge, Good Templars, at 
Stellartou, Nova Scotia, has over 220 mem-

A Band ok Spanish Bandits have been 
sentenced to imprisonment for life by n 
court-martial at Pamplona, Spain. The 
case has been appealed to the supreme 
council of war, the captain-general thinking 
that the sentence should have been death.

The Intercolonial Railway has opened 
an ollice uf the line iu Quebec. Thu next 
thing to be done is to erect a bridge across 
the river opposite that city. Legislation 
has been effected to that end, but it remains 
to be seen whether action will be taken 
uuder it.

The King ok Spain is under medical 
treatment, as it is thought that he is con
sumptive.

The Princess Louise of Batteuburg fur- 
got the regal dignity so far ns to actually 
jump over the royal coal-scuttle, in doing 
which she sprained her ankle.

The Prussian Legislature has been 
snubbed for an alleged violation of a clause 
in the Prussian Constitution which says that 
executive power rests with the King only. 
The Lower House of the Prussian Diet had 
dared to request the Government to punish 
certain ulticials. Now it is informed that it 
must not do so any more.

Howell & Go’s Bane at Spokane Falls 
Colorado, has failed and the proprietors have 
taken llight, after, it is thought,squandering 
between thirty and forty thousand dollars.

Colonel J. J. Hickman, the Good Tem
plar orator from Kentucky, is under en
gagement by the Grand Lodge uf Good 
Templars of Nova Scotia to deliver a series 
uf lectures iu that Province, beginning in

The Members of the Money-or-your- 
life fraternity in California are nut all 
weeded out yet. The Yosemite stage was 
recently waylaid and the passengers reh jved 
of three watches and $60 cash. So i* ap
pears that even iu the present stage of ei i- 
lization there arc other rogues besides de
faulters, embezzlers, speculators, &c.

Two Young Men named Desjardins and 
Groulx, boarders at St. Joseph’s College, 
Ottawa, made off to Montreal with a large 
sum of money belonging to their parents.

Edward King, in a letter from Paris, 
states that Governor Stanton has decided 
to give several million dollars to found a 
university in California for the sons of 
working men, the university to be called 
after his deceased sou.

Damaging Disclosures are being made 
in England regarding the commissariat de. 
partaient in the Anglo-Egyptian campaign 
uf 1882. The hay fur forage was mouldy 
and loaded with brickbats and rubbish. 
Cattle were lauded and then left untended 
to stray over into the enemy’s lines. In 
many cases troopships and transports were 

j overloaded, necessitating much valuable 
stores being thrown overboard to save the 
vessels. Branding irons ns big as frying 
pans were made at the Woolwich Arsenal, 
and their use disabled hundreds of mules 
fur which treble value had been paid. Of-* 
fleers uf the department have testified that 
they received word from time to time of 
outlying detachment., of British troops who 
were in a.starving condition, hut to whom it 
was impossible to send food because of the 
utter inefficiency of the transport service. 
This is a huge scandal for staid old England, 
above all to lie found in the army service 
that is supposed the world over to be n 
model as to order, method and efficiency.

An Old Man of 61 years has been sen
tenced to spend his declining yeais in 
prison in the state of Calitornia for attempt
ed poisoning. Such crimes, horrible in any 
case, appear tenfold worse when commit
ted by patriarchs like this man.

The Pacific States appear to be com- 
peting successfully with their Eastern breth
ren in the fruit line. An exhibition of 
strawberries from therauch of Mr. Murphy,, 
of Brighton, Cal., contained berries an inch 
in diameter and an inch and a half in 
length.

The City Engineer of Philadelphia says 
the water supply of the city is horribly 
polluted. If city governments were aa 
solicitous about the supply of nature’s be
verage as they are about that of the deadly 
drinks sold in the saloons, human life would 
be a good mauy percent lunger in cities than

The Rev. Robert Ignatius, who died 
lately in New York at the comparatively 
early age of forty-five, was a well- 
known Jesuit priest. After receiving 
a collide education he was married and 
moved to San Francisco,where his wife died. 
He then joined the Jesuit order in Canada, 
being ordained in 1879, and was ultimately 
stationed on Blackwell’s Island under di
rection of the Society of St. FranyoU

Resolutions Adopted by the Association 
of Superintendents of Insane Asylums of 
the United States declare that one-third of 
the insane people arc brought into the coun
try by immigration, and urge the attention, 
of Congress to the subject.


