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escape is, indeed, the careless thought of the un-
believing mass ; without one just thought, either
of the character of God, or of the evil of sin. But
if such a manner of forgiveness were possible, it
would leave the recipient of it in that state of une
easiness which'a man feels who finds himself in
the presence of one whom he had injured, yet who
had forgiven him. He would be under the con.
scious sense of degradation. Such a condition
would be the very opposite of being ** blessed.”
It is the mode of the forgiveness, bringing the
person forgiven to stand at ease in the presence of
God, declared to be just, while He is the Justifier
of him that believeth in Jesus, which constitutes
the blessedness, The atonemeat of Christ is ine

deed the remedy, the only remedy, the divine
remedy for the forgiveness of transgression ; but

it is more, it 1s the great medium of the display of
the moral glory of God. ** Angels look into these
things,"” and learn the glory of their God by means
of His dealings with sinners. And it is a wonde
rous thought, that man’s necessity as a sinner and
the manifestation of the divine glory, find their
one and only meeting point in the cross of Christ.
Yea, blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven 3.
and so forgiven as that God is glorified. Oh,
what riddance of anxiety to the soul, when its
salvation is thus taken from off its own responsi-
bility, and it is no longer the question, Shall | be
saved ? but, Shall God be glorified? Blessed
peace, indeed, surpassing all anderstanding,.




