approval or disapproval of it. Heaven seemed
closed to the voice of the leader of Israel, Never-
theless the Spirit of Jehovah accorded to him the
victory, '
Jephthah returned tq Mizpeh, unto his house,
and, behold his daughter came out to meet him
with timbrels- and with dances, ¢ Spe was his.
only child * {ver, 34).  These words reming us of
more than one Passage of Scripture. God said to
Abraham, *Take pow thy son, thine only son
Isaac, whom thoy lovest” (Gen. xxii. 2). But
Abraham offered up his son “ by faith * at God'’s
command, jephthah offered his daughter by an act.
of his own will, which was simply a want of faith, -
The words *“only,” “ only begotten,” remind us
again of a greater than Isaac, Like Jephthah in
his earlier history, his daughter reproduced in a
touching manner some traits of the character of
Christ.  When faith was lacking in the father, it
shone out brightly in his poor child. This only
daughter, devoted beforehand to the sacrifice by a
rash vow (Christ, on the contrary, was that by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God),
is seen submitting herself, instead of rebelling or
blaming her father, My father,” said she, ¢ if
thou hast opened thy mouth unto Jehovah, do to
me according to that which hath proceeded out of
thy mouth ; forasmuch as Jehovah hath taken vene
geance for thee of thine enemies, even of the child-
ren of Ammon ” (ver. 36). She submitted on ac.
count of Jehovah, a faint reflection, doubtless, of




