
the canadaian BEE JOURNAL ! 180

by

mpe- 
n ex- 
xhlblt 

po*-

pers In 
ie busi­
er done! 
to time] 
s belr

to pub-j 
n 10,1 
them 
total 

uae 
tals 
work 
aplaril 

kept 
ad ii6i 
Eitment, 
iuld hai 
it of II 
this, 
entlot* 
•EVOT.

ALFALFA.
1 (Frank P. Adame.)

This plant le usually considered of 
small value to the bee-keeper here In 
the North t possibly because It Is grown 
only to a limited extent In most lo­
calities, and bee-keepers have not had 
an opportunity to give It a fair test 
for Its honey yielding qualities, but 
really, If some of my bee-keeping 
friends could have seen the way that 

‘the bees worked on It this spring, and 
llhe Immense loads of honey they se­
cured from It, they would have Mfeen 

ivlnced that Its value to them had 
[been greatly under-rated.

It Is true that Alfalfa does not yield 
I honey every year. Weather conditions 
|must be favorable for the secretion of 

tlar, but there are times when It 
[yields well, while alslke and white 

ivers are yielding practically nothing. 
A heavy shower does not seem to af- 

jfcct It like It does the other clovers.
Iding the weather comes out hot 

Iter a rain the bees literally swarm 
iver the alfalfa fields, while the other 
îlovers are practically deserted for a 
ty at least, or until the honey again 
»rms in the blossoms. In this respect 
resembles the sweet or Bokhara clo- 

Glven plenty of moisture and a 
el, close atmosphere, the flow Is very 

Id, and while It takes the alslke 
white clovers from 12 to 24 hours 

recover from the effects of a rain- 
>rtn, alfalfa will yield as soon as the 

can get out of their hives to ga- 
the honey. This quality of the 

int Is of great value In seasons like 
one Just past. The yield is never 

from alslke and white clovers 
ten showers are too frequent, but It 
(((prising how much the bees will 

up from alfalfa under Jqst such 
lions. The bloom comes on It a 

days before the other clovers are 
and bees must be strong enough to 

Into the supers early In order to jse- 
a surplus from the first crop.

The second crop Is Just now coming 
into bloom (August 1st) but this wea­
ther has been dry while It was get­
ting Its growth,, and the plants do not 
look thrifty. As a consequence It Is 
not likely that there will be much 
honey In It. In previous years the 
second bloom has yielded considerable 
honey, but It will not do so this year.

“Bow Park." Ont.

The average In this district will be 
about 25 to 86 lbs. per colony and un­
less the fall Is favorable much feeding 
will have to be done, sus there Is little 
below the supers.

' H. G. SIBBALD. 
Peel Co., July 28, ’06. |
The season here so far has been very 

good, especially In districts where there 
Is little cultivation. However, In dis­
tricts where large areas of wheat are 
dultlvated 1 am Informed that In some 
places the bee-keepers have been 
obliged -to feed swarms until lately. I 
shall be pleased to report to you later 
on. 1

THOMAS GELLBT,
- Secretary Manitoba B. K. A.

Some bee-keepers have thought that 
wasps were subject to foul brood, and 
have argued that there was little hope 
of getting rid of the pest so long ae 
wasps' nest were allowed to harbor it. 
M. Lichtenthaler relates, in the Rheiu- 
ische Bienenxeitung, that during the 
past year he received two wasps’ nests 
whifch really appeared to have the dis­
ease. There was the characteristic 
odor, rotten brood, and all the other 
signs of foul brood. He sent these two 
nests to the Biological Institute at 
Berlin, where the foul-brood question 
had been thoroughly studied. . After 
careful examination it Is stated that 
there was no foul brood in the two 
wasps’ nests; the microscopical exam­
ination and the cultures did not show 
the presence of the disease germs, 
either In the bacillus or spore condi­
tion. This will dispose of the Idea 
that wasps can infect hives or that 
they are subject to the- disease.—Beeï 
Keepers’ Recor<L


