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Two native Japanese Christian leaders
have been imvited to visit India, and o
pvak at five university centers  upon
gapan’s history and ideals,

In the Northern Presbyterian Assem-
bly the cause of foreign missions was
honored in the selection ot Dr. Corbett,
forty-three years a missionary in China,
as moderator,

Dr. Torrey, who is far from satisfied
with the results of his campaign in Phila-
delphia, says of the Philaaelphians: “They
have not made an absolute surrender,
and they are therefore not in the king-
dom.” However, he calls them “the nie-
est people; the most moral people | have
ever met.”

The Rev. Hugh Black, colleague of the
Rev. Dr. Alexander Whyte, of the Unit-
ed Free Church, St.  George's, Edin-
burgh, has intimated that he has receiv-
ed the offer of a professorship from New
York.  Mr, | is one of the most
attractive chers in Scotland, and re-
cewed a similar offer two years ago, but
declined it.
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The Whitney Government has made two
excellent appointments within the  past
few days; Dr. Seath to be Superintendent
of Fad iom for the provinee; and James
Leiteh, K.C., of Cornwall, to be Chairman
of the new Railway and Municipal Board.
We look upon both gentlemen as exce
ingly well qualified for the proper dis-
charge of their respective dutie.

The Lord’s Day Observance bill not
only prohibits very definitely the sale
on Sunday of either Canadian or foreign
newspapers and  periodicals, but makes
illegal the importation of journals of
any kind on nday.  American Sunday
in some cases are issued
in the middle of the week, can be im-
ported up to midnight Saturday, but not
afterwards.

The union of the Cumberland Preshy-
terian  Church and  the Presbyterian
church in the United States of America
was formally and solemnly announced
in the General Assembly of each church
on the 24th, the assembly of the Pres-
byterian  church  sitting  at Des
Moines, Ta., and that of the Cumberland
Presbyterians  at Decatur, I, Great
cheering took place in the assembly of
the Northern Preshyterians, and the
Cumberland assembly adjourned a'most
fmmdliatdly upon the announcement—
to meet no more,

THE MINISTER'S HOLIDAY.

We presume that most minieters get
holiday, or at least a changs, ol some
sart, for a longer or shorter period, daring
the summer season, No awed to be frudge
th minstr his holiday. It will do him
good and his congrgation no barm.  If
he @n get release altogether for a Sal-
bath or two from his usual work, so much
the better; if not, the next hest thing
may be some stimulating pulpit exchange
for a couple of Sabbaths, with the change
of scene and the new surroundings,  Any
thing to break up the rut of thought and
assoviation,

pition,” must not
is no erime, bu'
ister to be ambifious
to keep up his own int t as the best
way of keeping up the interest of his con
gregation. A good “hard” book, out of
which to extract the essence; the friction
of membership in some sort of thorough-
woing small conversational club (two or
three members o~ as good as more);
etudies necessary for a degove, op for a
course of lectures apart from one's heaten
track; the encountering during the sum
mer of new minds and new ideas: some
victory over the commonplace and the
vepetitions  in thought and form along
these or analagons lines, the  minister
should make up h's mind to start his fall
campaign a wieer and a fresher man.

It is worth while. The pmocesses of a
preacher’'s mind after a while become as
transparent to a congregation as do the
processes of the body under the Rentgen
rays.

“I charge thee, flee
be taken too literal
a duty, for the n

HELPS IN CHURCH SERVICES.

Dr. Henry Van Dyke, one of the most
respected and trusted Presbyterian lead-
ers in America, is advocating n the re
ligicus Press the preparation  of some
forms of public worship, 8o as to avoid
certain evils that are manifest to all
thovehtful Presbyterians He is opposed

. to an,thing like imitation of the Episco-

titurgy, and holds that a better
service help can be, and ought to be, pro-
vided. Dr. Van Dyke remarks—“If the
development of the idea of common wor-
ship—which has been so much promoted
by the Sunday-schools, and i which all
our children are being traimed—isto con-
tinue along reasonable and proper lines,
and not to run off into secular vagaries,
nor into a feeble imitation of the Kpisco-
palian service, certainly it will be of great
advantage to have within the veach of
those who desire guidance, a book of
orderly forms containing the Scriptural
clements of public worship amnd construct-
ed in accordance with the principles
which are held by the Preshyterian
Church. Sucha book, carefully  guarded
against any enforced authority, may serve
at least as a type, a form, a guide in the
conduct of our services, and will probahly
promote, in the course of time, a much
greater unity of womship among our con-
gregations, It will certainly lead to a
more uniform and orderly pmetice among
our ministers in the administration of
the Sacraments, and in the condncting
of ordinations and installations, weddings,
and funerals. It will tend to secure o
more careful compliance with the require-
ments of the Form of Government and
a wiser following of the advice of the
Directory for Worship.” For oureelves,
ays the Delfast Witness, we have always
expressed a preference for free prayer—
when fittingly and effectively conducted.
Yet even Dr. Charles Hodge, of Princeton,
that standard-bearer of Preshyterian orth-
odoxy, wrote once—“If such a hook were
compiled, . . continuing appropriate
prayers for ondinary public wordhip and
for special occasions, with forms for the
administration of baptism and the Lord's
Supper, for funerals and for marriages,
we are bold to say that it would, in our
judgment be a very great blessine”

THE TORREY-ALEXANDER MEET-
INGS.

Letters received by people connectel
vith the committees which have in hand
the prepamtions for the forth-coming mis
sion of Dr. Torrey and Mr. Alexanlor,
indicate that great interest ix being mani-
fosted in many places outside of Ottawa
in the campaign. Reports are to the ef
feet that many people are praying  for
a blasing upon the serviees,  Our cor-
respondent down in Fastern Nova Scotia
wittes: Y1 trust that the st time to
bless Ottawa is near. It is a  strategic
position. Many eyes are turned towards
it. 1ts responsibility is as great as its
importance,” With respect to the out-
come of the services he says. “You know
from experience that we get out of such
services in proportion to what we uut
mto them. As many are evidently in-
vesting time and interest and moncy in
them there is no ~oubt at all in my mind
that they will be amgly rewarded.” This
is followed by the intinaton that  the
services are being remembered at prayer
mecings in varoms localities in the co
respondent’s neighborhood.,

A correspondent writing  from  Lyna,
Mass,, refer to the forth-coming s:r-
vices, writes Two wonds keep coming
to me all the while, “Prayer, Power.
How much both are needed today. The
one follows the other and cannot he sep
arated. The upper room experience in
Jerusalem furnishes the best illustra
of it—'of one accond, in one place.” The
must be much emptying before there i
much filling. Peter must be emptied of
his impulsiveness, John of his thunder
and Thomas of his doubt.  The Holy
Spivit only  comes into clean, responsive
hearts. It always seemed to me to be
terrible thing to contemplate 1
person can keep the Holy Sy 3
I read that they were ‘all ‘of one accord.
May God send a onencss and an empti-
ness among your people that will make
the way clear for a mighty out-pouring
of power in answer to prayer.”

It is decidedly encouraging to be told
by those who are in close touch with
the work of preparation for the Torrvey-
Alexander meeting, that a decpening in-
terest is observable, not only at  the
meetings for prayer which are being held
in different parts of the city, but also
among the people wherever the subject
of the Ottawa  evangelistic  services 18
talked about. There is a  yearning for
rich spiritual blessings upon the people
of Ottawa and an expectancy which indi
cates that many hearts are being stivred
and filled with desives for a great bless
ing.

From our Toronto exchanges we learn
that the results of the Torrey-Alexamder
rveival are  considerad as permanent  in
cha ;3 that the conversions bave been
genuine, and that those January meet-
ings were the leaven which is stll doing
wonderful and abiding work for the furth-
erance of Christanity in the ecity, A
Star rveporter interviewed a number of
ministers with the view of elicitng their
opinions on this subject. Rev. Mr. Esle,
of Cooke's Church, who was intimately
associated with the evangelists while in
Toronto, said he would not speak in too
enthusiastic terms of the beneficial re-
sults of their month's campaign in Tor-
onto.

“The good work commenced then is
still going on. Since February T have re-
eived into the church two hundred and
sixty-three new members, and this is
absolutely unprecedented in the history
of the church. And T think that the
majority of these conversions in fact,
nearly all of them, can be traced directly
or indireetly to the revival  meetings,
Why, last Wednesday night at the mid-
week prayer meeting service there was an
abnormal number of persoms= present, and
what is so strange is that over two-thirds
of them were men! I think that the
Torrey-Alexander meetings are still hear-
ing abundant fruit, and that the work
among the ahurches of the city has heen
greatly Dblessed.”
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