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Christian Living.
S. S Lesson—Jan. 11th, 1903; Phil. 4: 1-13.

Golden Text: Phil. 4:
Lord alway.

4. Rejoic: in the

BY REV. GEO. B. MCLEOD, M. A, TRUOR, N.'S.

Deatly beloved, v. 1. Itis no shame to
have a warm heart and to let it speak. Both
home and church miss a great deal when
they omit the language of true emotion, and
congeal the streams of lcving exvression. 1If
Christ dwell in us, the spirit of His love must
fill ‘our hearts with a new current of un-
disguised liking for our brethren.

Be of the same mind, v. 2. Harmony is
of the very essénce of divine truth, This is
not that we are to think or believe or act,
one the same as another. There may be
wide diversity and yet real concord, If the
mind of Christ be in us, we have the only
real union, that of life.

Rejoice, 'v. 3. Our deepest religion is
not hindered but purihed by true joy. *On
one occasion, William Guthrie, author of
the Christian’s Great Interest had been en-
tertaining a company with mirth-provoking
anecdotes, and being called upon afterwards
to pray, he poured out his heart with such
deep-felt fervor to God that all were melted.
When they arose from their knees, Durham
of Glasgow, a grave solid man, took him by
the hand and said, * Willie, you are a happy
man ; if I had laughed as much as you did a
while ago, I couid not have prayed for four-
and-twen'y hours."”

The Lord is at hand, v, 5. = The coming
of our Saviour should be often n our
thoughts. It is assigned as a reason for
patience atd love, Jas. g 851 Pet. g7 If
Christ is soon to be seen in persen, we
should be getting ready. to receive Him.

Be careful for nothing, v. 6. Easy to
say, hard to practise. But Paul has done it.
He is in prison and at any moment a death
warrant may be signed, which will fling him
tothe wild beasts. He is also in penury,
living on the gifts of his friends, yet he says
he has all things and abounds.
gained .the key to the treasure of perfeet
peace, Most people are careful about every«
thing. They are matured in fear and grow
up'ir anxiety. -How to sucéeed how to
eseape calamity, how to overcome wealth,
how to conquer poverty—these are the wor-
ries of so many peaple. ‘What a nightmare
the fear of poverty is! M «ale tells of a man,
who asked a ‘wizard to call forth the great
enemy in visible form.' H= did so and an
empty purse fell out on the floor,, When will
we learn to cease our torture of doubt, . and
Dbegin to live the life of trust?

Prayer and supplication, v 6. T we will
not pray, we cannot have rest. But prayer
and caré can never get on together, Il we
pray it all things, we cagnot have carking
care tar anything,

The peace of G3d, v. 7. Not our own
peace. but God's peace.  God can step into
our lives, if only we will open our hearts to
Him by faith. And if He enters, He will
surprise. us with the blessing which He
bringsi - His peace will far excecd even the
highest device of men. It will surpass
understanding, - We must cultivate the pre-
sencef af- God, and live in Him as in an

at
Think on these things, v 8.  Christ is the
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He has.

mind cire.  Our thoughts are’things, the
most real things in our experience, and as ‘a '
man thinketh in his heart, 'so he is,” W
magnificent range is herg givén {6 our mind,

—honesty, trath, beaufy, ;;‘mrit"y',. virtue, efc.
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Prayer at, ‘the, begh ning. "“/Sanciify me
through thy trpth , : th o

n
y, word is truth.”
15t Clause, “Incline your ear,” and “And
come unto me.”
. “Inclind ybur 'edr ~This is Gtid"¥'“Ho I
over again, and ‘yet ‘a_little differept. He

© Who shall com ain of an emptiness of ‘the , % :
‘sea.. Wehust be changed in niind, "if we g;:ﬁfﬁ%ﬁiﬁ;;m‘ '.h‘ll M.r:::h i':

aré to be saved. " Transformed by the re-
newing of-your mind.” Roni. 12:2. 7
1 have ledrned. .. .to Be contént, V. 11.
Content has many counterfeits, Tt is not
carelessness, that Tives for “ti-day, with no '
thonght of the morfow 3 nor indolenice, that '

pa "
. inélifie your'éar, helir absut’ my

. get the precious invitation with its marvel-

lous arguments really lodged in ihhul_\der.
standing ? Sn he pléads with_the arrested
i passer by: “You hear me ? stp and listen,
. “feast, ‘tome

1 at iy invitation: | “God “knows, ‘i ' this

shrinks from thie strenaous’ struggle of Wle -y, 1qof pressing e, the thought of ' this

nor stupidity, that sées no way of bettering
things; wor fatalism, “that ‘holds it’s im. "
possible to change things, “right or wrong.

Heé only has learned the sécret of “content’

who views his Tof as -ordered by a Toving |

Father, and sets Himself with all earnesiness
to make the hest use ot the powers and
talents given him, g b ;

I can do all things in him (Rev, Veér),"
v. 13. Al through the «pist'é ‘the 'samé
remedy.-is recommended, -Colleet -the  re-
ferences to Christ in the letter, and, see
what good resulis are assigned to His dwell-,
g in us, To be Christians, is to be in
Christ, and,to have Christ in us., , We have,
to do nothing except submit tp Him by .
faith, and God will do all things except com-
pel a submission,  Christ lives in us as long
as we believe in Him. . If we doubt, He
dies. Like a gleam of light on placid water, -
a silver ray, so continuous that you, cannot
tell where light ceases and reflection. begins,
s0 it is with us if we only trust calmly in God,
His light will break into beauty, so that we
cannot tell where divine ends and human

begins. We shall live in Christ and He will
live in us. The bond of this blessed union ,
is faith,

PRESEESTLE
A Prayer.
BY REV. ] H. JOWETT. .

Our Father God, we bless Thee that the
same gracious power which made the man
Christ Jesus invincible is offéred to us.  We'
bless Thee that'we negd not be the children
of weakness and of shame.' By Thy grace,
by the nower of Thy gospel, and the indwell-
ing of Thy Spirit, we can all be children of
strength and of triumph, We' bless Thee
that Thou hast made it possible for us to
turn even our disadvantage into opportudity, '
to convert even our temptation intd conquest, **
to turn eved seeming “disaster into’ an "
oceasion of great and eterngl good. Tt is
Thy purpose that everythibg should be ta'us
, the fingerof God It is' Thy purpnsethat -
all our changing experience ‘should only ™
bring-wariety of 'benédictivn’; that whether

we are-called to dwell in the sunshine, or to
stand back in the chill of the shadow, we'
shoutd find growth and blessing and spiritual
peace and test. “If Thou' shouldst tead tis *
along an éasy way whefe we have'few bur-

dens to carry, we pray’ Thee that our-eage ~ most forgotten.

# God Hunself.

feabt of MY iy’ * néver really eiter the un.
deretandivg, and e puts’ His' urgency into
this renérared eal). - “Tncline your ‘ear ‘and

: cotie™ ‘-n whioes \
3¢ Hear: §th. *And ‘your soul shall live.”
“HEar ™ Gnothier all to listen—this time
. pehidps not Merely ¥ the Invitdtion, ‘but to
, th& w0 ds > (Nat “eonstitdle’ the feast.” It is
 rather'a tépetitiori of the “Eat yé that which
is good ,* "It i¥ our invitation 10" appropri-

até God's words as our own, 7

Colipled Witk the invitation 6 Hear is a
protiise.” ' “Whiit God Has“joided 'Yogether
< et fio A putdbsunder.™ ' “Hear"' that is
thé eommsand § and your dolll * shall Tive—"
 that is " thie " primide, **What" ?nod thing
© shtfl T°ad that'T may inherit “eternal life ?”
The answer is given here vety " briefly.
“Hear, and your soul shall hive.,” Soul hfe
is prowised-to himy who -shall fvar the-words

ot God. ’ R PUY be queaey de
The satie statémeént s made by ‘our Lord
Jesns i -John g 23 *Verily, verily, I say
- unto you.*' Ele that ‘heareth' my ‘words ‘and
betieveth in“Hhm'that sent” me. hath ~ ever-
lasting fife; and shall not cbmé into condem-
* natiory tat is passed Yrom deatn” anto™’ life.
« “Liobk at what is heré prothised 1o him ‘who
hears'ChrisP’s words, and “count’ that He
+ wHo 'sent the'message mearls what has ‘been
+ spoken, * “Hear, ahd your soul ‘hall * live.”
Lafefor attending to ' God'd ‘words, but
what1f we ndglect them ¥ "Hov| shall we

“+ escape” if weneglect them P

' Whatisit' to dear God's' words ? and
what is it to neglect them ?" These are
questions that each one needs ta settle

- clearly, for Zife hangs on the answer.

t sth. “And I will make an - everlasting

* covenint with you,” e

Life is not the only thing that is promised

1 to him who hears, G)d's word,  Power is
promised as well, even covenant hold upcn

Itis u great thing to have
covenant. held .upon a bank, anda propery
signed cheque..as) its wkem Ji'. means
power.over that bank to the full extent of
thatcheque.. . It is.a greater thing -to have

- covenant hald vpun:Ged,.and an appropriat-
edwpromise. as its token, . That-means power
over, God ta thedull extent of that promise.
This is the. {'event” that.the chutch. ‘has. .al-

“The secret of.the Lord is

may not become our foe ; and if Thou 1 with them that tear Him, and He wiil -show

shouldst call us to d fficalt thing!, and to
carry heavy burdens, we pray Thee that we
may not; ‘berause' of the' weakness of self,
But wilt Thou grant that the heivy barden
may omly resultin’ closer clinging to Thee,

“them His covenant” «. Poverty . stricken
Chnistians there is wealth just here.
i 6th. ¢ Even the sire mercies of David.”

ihe track o the' “secrer™ spoken: bf “in ‘the

turn aside ‘trom out task and desert 'l‘hec‘ﬂ' Thank God for that clagsel * Tt'set us on

and the hedvy 'yoke' cduse ubto seck the -

lone proceeding 'it. - 4
‘Tnére are tw ways of dealing with ova
1

more intimate fellomship' with' Thee? ' Our ' promise of Gd that c8rhes' biforé' ub.

Gud, nlaké the ‘whoie ot otir life oherprrper ! cas+eat” 1 =txaken a8°0ur'awn; and
o ber bt 1o (s 4 ol g L £ B
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