
300 OUR FIRST ACCIDENT

The nioimtaiiis looked sur])ashiugly lovely, dud as tliey wove in liviny

green ; ribbed -with lava ridges ; flecked -with white cottages ; riven by
doe]> chasms purple Mith shade ; the great slopes dashed •with sunshine
an<l mottled >vith shado.vs flung from the drifting squudrons of the sky,

and the sup.ei'b picture fitly crowned by toweling peaks whose fronts

wore swept by the trailing fringes of the clouds.

But we could not land. We stayed all day and looked, we abused
the man who invented cpiarantine, wo held half a dozen mass-meetings
and ciannned them full of interrupted speeches, motions that fell still-

nought and I'esolutions that died from
the house. At night we set

})orn, amendments that came to

slieer exhai'.stion in trvini; to get before

saij.

Wo a\craged fou" mass-meetings a week for the voyage—we seemed
always in labor in this Avay, and y(>t so often fallaciously that whenever
at long intervals we wei-e safely delivered of a resolution, it was cause
for public rejoicing, and we hoisted the flag and fired a salute.

Days passed—and nights ; .'uid then the beautiful Bermudas rose out
of the sea, we ent(n'ed the tortuous channel, steamed hither and thither

among the bright sunnner islands, and rested at last under the flag of

England and were welcome. We were not a nightmare here, wdiere

wei'e civilization and intelligence in place of Spanish and Italian supersti-

tion, dirt and dread of cholera. A few days among the breezy groves,

the flower gardens, the coral caves, and the lovely vistas of blue water
that went curving hi and out, flisappsaring and anon again appearing
tlirough jungle walls of brilliant foliage, restored the energies dulled by
long drowsing on the ocean, and fitted us for our fin«l cruise—our little

run of a thousand miles to New York—America

—

home.
We bade good-bye to "our friends the Bermudians," us our pro-

gramme hath it^tlte majority of those we were most intimate with were
negroes—and courted the great deep again. I said the majority. We
knew more negroes than white people, because we had a deal of washing
to l)e done, but we made some most excellent friends among the whites,

whom it Avill be a pleasant duty to hold long in grateful remembrance.
We sailed, and from that hour all idling ceased. Such another system

of OAerhauling, general littering of cabins and packing of trunks we had
not seen since we let go the anchor in the harbor of Beiront. Every
body was busy. Lists of all i)urchases had to be nlade out, and values

attached, to facilitate matters at the custom-house. Purchases bought
by liiilk in partnership had to be equally divided, outstanding debts

cancelled, accounts compared, and trunks, boxes and packages labeled.

All day long the bustle and confusion continued.

And now came our first accident. A passenger was running through
a gangway, between decks, one stormy night, Avhen he caught his foot in

t!ie iron staple of a door that had been heedlessly left off a hatchway,
and the bones of his leg broke at the ancle. It was our first serious

misfortune. We iiad traveled much more than twenty thousand miles,

by land and sea, in many trying climates, without a single hurt, without


