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Wol-e as.seuiblofl, nnd the p.> 3ence of thoir mighty rulor.

They shouted in their dninken joy ; warriors ein-

bracod one another with a tenderness only excited by
wine, and here and there a novice was carried away in

the arms of a pair of sturdy attendants, while an old

hand at the work would seize a winejug instead of a
goblet and drain it at a draught amid the cheers of the

lookers-on.

The king sat on at tlie head of the table, pale as death,

staring into the wine-cup as if unconscious of what was
going on around him.

The thought of his proud, powerful position flaslied

tlirough Iiim like lightning, fie woke from his dreams
into new life, flung his golden goblet far into the hall,

so that the wine flew round like rain, and cried :
" Wo

have had enough of this idle talk and useless noise.

Let US hold a council of Avar, drunk as we are."

** That is what 1 wished to know," ecntinned Cam-
byses. "To-morrow, when we are sober, wo will

follow the old custom and reconsider what has been
resolved on during our intoxication. Drink on, all of

you, as long as the night lasts. To-murrow at the last

crow of the sacred bird Parodar, I sliall eN]u!ct you to

meet me for the €ha.se at the gate of the teni[>le of Bel."

So saying the king left the hall, followed by a thun-

dering " Victory to the king !" ——. ^ •,.««

The Jeivs were both cultivators of the vine and
consumers of the wine, as commanded by their Javeh
(Jehovah.) Shekar and Yayin (Ohios in the language


