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IiGfivcii" :ni(l '•(li'cp ;i.s lu'll," and cnniiiiiis rojtresoiitat'ons wliich

tlio iiii'j,iit;('>r iiiliids (.•aniiiit uoiiipivlieinl ; Imt in rt'ft'iciiii' Intlioso

tnitlis, t!i<' i'';;lit, kiio\vl('(l^(! of wliicli is osi-Mitial to our lia|i[iiii(!ss

orsiffly, if: may 1"; alliriuci!, wltliout fear of fotitradii'liori, tliat

the >-ay'ii^s of tin; Hililc arc cloiir and easy to lie iiii Ici.-lood.

Aiiioiiij; (li(':-(! arc tlic dcclaralioiis ofilic iiispirod vrritois rc-pcct-

in;^ tiic d(i(i!ii (if till! ungodly. Is it imt, now, passiu'i; .'•;iiiiij!;c,

that ninc'y nine out of a hundred of the readers of tlie saerod

volume

—

fjiat very plain hook—undcrstaml it a;^ toaeliin;:; tlie re-

mediless woe of the Avieked, if all the whlhs no sueh docti'ine is

there V

Tor -what are the faets of the case? They are hriefly these.

Christendom has heeii liroken int(» sects, divisions, parties and

denominat'ons ; and opinions the most diverse from each other, and

even of op[)osite character, have heen maintained hy them. ]>iit

on some topics there has always heen a suli>tantial and undis-

turhed un^ty. One of them is the state of the w'eked, dying

impenitent. That ///r'// sliall '• go away into everlasting punish-

ment ' has heen held witli undevialiug uniformity, hy persons of

uU cla.-'-es and persuasions:—hy the Ka.'-tern and the (jlreek

Chun.lies—by llomau Catholics and Protestants—hy ]C))iscopa-

Uans, I'leshyterians. and the various Congregational hud'.es—by
Calvinisls and Arminians. However difii'rintr from one another

on otiier sulijects, there is here a marvellous agreement. We
trace it in christian writings nil down the stream of time, from

the earlii'.-t period t(j the present day. Now, this is a moral

argument in favour of the truth of the doctrine. It is u legiti-

mate a[»i)lication of the celebrated maxim of Vincent of licrins (a

christian writer of the lifth century), which so notoriously fails in

regard to the pcint.s at issue between Protestants and lloman

Catholic,^. With exceptions, too inconsiderable to deserve more

than a passing notice, the irremediable doom of the impenitent

transgressor has lieen taught " eveiywhcre, always, and by all."

It may not be amiss to observe, to<i, that the final punishment

of the wicked found a place even in l*agan systems. In some


