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CuMila W0 rotiUI ttot in 18A0 nm^« mom tkuin four voluntM, mo^
rate in •(<« recorJiiig lUiriMioiMi of tiwi Courts. (I)

Our flnil, and imhml only Ifgitlatbn on Uio inUJiNEt, ia to he found

In the Act 13 anil 14 Viet. cufi. 97, which enacts, see. 13, that out

of a s|»e«ial fumi "a ri'ttsoiinblo •uni may ftoni time to time he taken

and aitpliiHl (according to such regulations as shall b« from time to

time made by the Oovenior) to defray tlu) expense of compiling

an«i publishing tlie decbicftis of the tribunals 6f Lower Canada, and to

the imyment oft fit salary to such person or penons aa the 6oreruor

may from time to time entrust "witii the said couipilation ami publi-

cation, which persons sh^ll conform to such instructions aa may from

time to time bo given to them by order of tlie Governor." It ia fan-

portaitt to add.^tlmt^a subsequent section crrattnl a tax of Ave dollan

per annum to bejluvied on all the Judges, clerks of courts, sheriffli,

and iiroctising ailvocaU>s in Lower Canada, for deOaying the expen-

ses of the publication of those! decisions.

This Act wos'lput into force by the appointment of reporters

resident iu Quebec, where the reports were published, with co-

aditon resident in Montreal. iTho latter had no conlrol whfttortr

over the publication, but only supplie<l matter.

The o|)erationJof the law did not givo satisfaction. The law was

defective in not providing for the revision by. the Judges of the

reported cos<!s before publication, and the reports hod accordingly no

authority with the Courts. It was olso complained, that the publi-

cation was only at great ond irregular intervals ; and the Montreal

bor complained, that ^ery few of the decisions of their Courta

appeared at all in the publication^
'

A Committee ofthat Har was accordingly nani«d on the 14tli Fob-

niary 1856, consisting of Messrs. 0. S. Chorrior, Q.C., R. Mackay,

J. A. Dorthelot, 8. nethuoe, and F. W. Torrahco, to report on the

subject and suggest amendments in the law.

This committee unanimously reported, and made the following

suggestions :•—

(1) We nkt bera to Sturt'i RaporU, 1 rol., •b4 tb« Rttui it Ltgitlalion, 3 Tola.
Ths former It much estoerafld bj the profeiilon, snd ttie Utter hu alio conniilerablo
value, nrom lome important deciiloni repprud in it, though the publicaUon embraced
likewise eiiajri, Ac, on legal topici, and was not thvrcforo altogether a publication of
Law Reportl. We have not alluded though perhaps we ihould to Prke's Rnports, s
thin Tolume of 77 pagei ; f9r It ia entlrel/ out of print, and a copy la aaldom to b« aaaa.
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