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raaaon out in any attempt to give a reaaonable account of the coe*

mOSa •
'-:'.. "•'*
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But naturally for man it ta of prime intereat to vindicate a ra*

tional unity in hie own life rather than merely in the eatemal world.

In indirection no aervice haa been render»4 greater than that of

the Stoica. No, achool h#a ever graaped more clearly the concep*

tion of all nature and all life aa created and controlled by Perfect

Reaaon. In fact the conception of nature (^(MTis) waa itaelf ele-

vated and expanded. Prior to the Stoica the term had been mainly

uaed, aa it ia perhape mainly uaed atill, in reference to the external

materialr world. It waa the Stoica who aeem to have firat applied

the term to the phenomena of man'a internal liia ; ao that hia moral

nature and the nature of the extem«l world came to be repreaented

aa governed by the aame lawa, and theae the lawa of Perfect Rea-

aon. Natural law, therefore,—the law of nature,—waa no longer

conceived aa merely the mode of operation in the phyaical world.

Henceforth it came to be thought of rather aa that unalterable prin-

ciple of atf^poinute reaaon which finda ita higheat expretaion in

the lawa winan'a pioral life, and ita lower expreaiioni in the lawa

of the phyMcal world. ^
.>> .,

But in apite of thia fpparently all-abaorbing rational moniam

an unfortunate dualiam cropa out' in the Stoical ayatem. It ia the

old dualiim of aenae and reaaon, which had been the pcouinent

feature of Eleilic philoaophy. No longer, however, doea it aignaliae

aq antitheaia in our viewa of nature in general ; it ia apecially cen-
'

tred upon an antagoniam in man'a moral life, which ia declared to

be irreomcilable. Following Plato and Ariatotle, the Stoica divided

ofi the aienaibtlity with ita paaaioiha aa a function of the aoul'a life

totally diatinct from, and even oppoaed to, reaaon. Paauon, for

the Stoic, became explicitly what it waa implicitly for Plato and

Ariatotle, an embodiment of the abatract eaaence of irrationality— l

I Perlui» the moit intereating developinent of the Stoical doctrine of theUw of

Bktare «»n in RoeMui Jwriepnideiice. Tb^^ later inriata of ReoMt who were fen-

eraUy Stdka ia qtecalation. fancied thai the law of aatnre waa to be looad ia their

own JTm HtHtimm. The oonjectnm waa qoite nahiatorical ; hot the Stoical theory

of as-ldeil law of natore, which all hnman le^alation boght to follow, exerted a

beneficent iafloenoe on the Jariaprndence of the empire. '
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