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' iM U8 look aJQlbhese glt>rious words. .They jforni one of

tbe brightest constellations in the heaven ot promise, and

«ach wo,r4 is a star of t:he first iiiagnitude. °. - .-

'

Spe hovf plain the promise is ! All that is Vital ili Ood'a

W^rd w ^14in. There are p^rts of that} "Word dark with

excessive light : regions that are like the primeval forest,

where there is no footprint, and into w.hich man cannot

penetratev Many have foolishly made the attempt, for

"vain man would be wise ; "13114. they have comeback with

bleeding feet, «and a weaiy ,h§art, having learnt by -sad

, ©xperienpe that^n God's Word, as Well' as elsewhere, " tres-

passenai will^be' prosecuted." God « understands us better

-thaif we understand ourselves, and He leads us "'jn a 'plain

path, because^of our eliemies." Xh^ path of duty; and the'
'

p^tii of promise, arrf both plain. We are «?n ahMmportant

jpuriiey, and our time is limited;. let us therefore be on our
guard against the temptation to wander ; and leav^ the .

mysteries, till we have more time, and^ cleai^el* lights Dr*

Watts, who w&s once a trespasser, and who reaped the,

trespasser's punishment, jsaid, when his feet again trod the

nariow path : " Oh, how I thank God for the . simple.

'promises]" Soviet us say as we ,turn to bur text. ' ^tt

is milk for babes. Theie is only one word of tw^ syllables/

in it. Wq may give it as a first re?,ding-less6n. to the

little chil^, and yet it has in it a\ meaning at whi'ch tli||l

highest archangel will wonder. It is well that -it should be

so; for the promises, like the stars, ar^ made for night.

When the sun is shining, the stars are not visible, but ^dien/

the^sun disappears, the stars steal out i^ their silvery

beauty. So it is^rith the prpmlses : in the. sunshine of-

prosperity, their beauty is invisible, but let the night of

advei-sity throw its dark shadow round us, and a -thousand

promises will appear, to throw; light upon our path, and com-
fort into our hearts. The fuu^auty of a promise is nevet

aeen till "it has been read through tears. Look up, then»
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