
What's Wrong with the World

We want the will of the people, not the votes of

the people; and to gi/e a man a vote against

his will is to make voting more valuable than the

democracy it declares.

But this analogy is false, for a plam and par-

ticular reason. Many voteless women regard

a vote as unwomanly. Nobody says that most

voteless men regarded a vote as unmanly.

Nobody says that any voteless men regarded it

as unmanly. Not in the stillest hamlet or the

most stagnant fen could you find a yokel or a tramp

who thought he lost his sexual dignity by being

part of a political mob. If he did not care

^out a vote it was solely because he did not

know about a vote; he did not understond the

word any better than Bimetallism. His op-

position, if it existed, was merely negative. His

indifference to a vote was really indifference.

But the female sentiment against the franchise,

whatever its size, is positive. It is not negative

;

it is by no means indifferent. Such women as

are opposed to the change regard it (rightly

or wrongly) as unfeminine. That is. as insulting

^eiSn 'irmative traditions to which they are

attached. You may think such a view prejudiced

;

but I violently deny that any democrat has a right

to override such prejudices, if they are popular

and positive. Thus he would not have a right to

make millions of Moslems vote with a cross if
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