
Conference on Soil Fertilify and Soil Fibre

WlMiHi. jHljr 14. II, U, |«N

UNUER the aiupinm of llir C»miiiiMion of Conwrvatioii, 4 niiifemiiw wa*hM at Wiuiipte. Jnly 14, 19 and It. IMO. to conaider tb* b«at OMthod*
of coaamint Mil fartility and toil ibn.

Dr. Jaaaa W, BoUrtaon, Chairman of tho Ccounittea on Landa, ooeupicd
tlM ekair, nd iatradaoad Sir Jamea A. U. Aikana. Liaut-OoTeroor of Manit^.
who waloooMd tho dalocataa.

In Um ooniao of bia addnat. Sir Jaowa aaid: " There ia an adar% 'Ha ia
walooma wLo brinfa.' On tl ' ground you are weloome, bccauaa you briar to
ua aometbinc wortb wbik, th . useful tboucht and aucgeationa wbieb will be
t-xpreaMid in this convention. We welcome you, raorwivi-r. h<>cauM you ar".-

from all parte of Canada, your purpow ia national, and not aeotional, provincial
or elaae. I* ia for unity and conperation and not for aeveryl tboui^t and
action. Oanaral Smnto well aaid, in roapeot of tbe war. tbat tba battle front
waa in tba aoul of tbe nation. That truth is equally applicable in ra^aet of
the battle you are waging againit waitefulnev and for the oonaervation of our
natural raaouroaa. We have need of an entbuaiaatie and sane directing spirit
among ua at tbe preaent time, when there ia anob a confiiet of claasee and such
seMabnaas in individual effort. When there appeara to be a dispoaition to follow
the suggection of 'avaryone for hiireelf and de'il like the hindermoat' the
strong probabilitiea are that the de'il has largely already possession of tbe one
who thus endeavours to hrip himself in disregard of ofbers.

" Any parson studying the political and constitutional hi .of Canada
sees ariaing out of its miste a national form of beauty end ttn h, requiring
•till development. At the present time, Canada ia in a nuge 01 aelf-oon«cious-
new, a stage in which egotism may develop to itr iwrn-y, or where it may ba
guided by aane thought into safe paths. Ito greate^l dangers ara aelfiahneaa
and waate. a aelfishnua which doea not 'i ^; simply , th9 present disregard
of the righte of others, but a disregard fo» r}» righto and nteivsto of those who
are to follow ua. and for whom as well as 10^ rarselves Miia heritage waa given.
Tho aelfiduMss lies in a aacrificing of the future for the present. We are told
that that which ia aeen is temporal but that which is not seen ia eternal, and
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°' *o-<l«y ™ not simply to act for the preaent moment, but to

build for tbe future; they are to coneerve and save, not to exhaust o- deatroy
any part of ito heritage.

"Nature baa beeo very prodigal in giving us such marvellous natural
resources, the greatest of which is perhaps tho fertility of our soil, for Canada
18 essentially an agricultural country, whatever else it may develop into. If.
from miause and lack of care, the aoil is exhausted, the country is going to
suffer, rad future generations will condemn us. It is to consider the conserva-
tion of this aoil and the preaent proper use of it that you are now aeaembled.

Ji'^ "7 ^'*'* ™' ™^ "^ friend. Rev. Dr. Qeo ^e Biyce. He baa often
heard, and ao have I, when a family assembled for their meal around an abund-
^intly aupplied teble, this grace: 'Bless these creatures to our uae and us to
I^y service. And well might Canada as a whole, so abundantly aupplied with
all the provisiong neceaaary to sustain the life of many million* in happiness
and health, with bowed head and lifted heart ask the same blessing, that our


