
been in its third svimnK-r. The following tahle i^hows the determi-

nations made for the eighty speeimt-ns fxamiiied :—
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Tlie first column shows the number of mutton iish of eaeii age.

The seeond column gives the age as determined by the otoliths.

The third column shows thesinall.^t andgreutot lengthsiound

foreai'hage. ,i i- •,

The fourth cohin.n gives the (stimated average growth hmits

for each year. For example a muttotifi- h is 4 inches long at the end

of the tirst vear, Oi inches at the end of the second, S, inches at the

end of the'tliird y.ar. .te. .Vt 2] years of age it wuuld probably

be 7' inches in leiigtli.

The lifth column gives the average growth in inches for each

These resnlts are shown graphically in fig. 4. The dots

represent the actual determinations while the curve represents

the estimated av.rage rate of growth. This diagram can theretore

be u.sfd to determine the probable age of any muttonlish wh-n the

length is kntjwn. For example, if a mutt.,iinsh is tuund to be 14

inches lung, then following the horizontal line to tiic left trom where

the 14-inch line meets the curve, shows the li-h to be years of age.

A diagram of a fish has been drawn in to illustrate this. It must

be remembered that these calculations are only approximate

because temperature, food and other conditions atfect tlie rate ot

vear.


