17 chmng economy, the attempt of the
rench to. etermme the1r own €conomic priorities by in-

much more leverage thanithe Canadians over the economy.

akmg at all levels of the work place This is why by
984, natiorn

some of the trade unions, partlcularly the usually pro—
: alist Force Ouvriére, have criticized Socialist plans for
’economlc democracy, seeing in them an attempt to co-opt
_the rade umons into a neo- corporatist arrangement. For

commg to power the Socialist government has
( Iutlonary changes in local government Hith-

ppomtedTrefect No matter how big or small
; almost every decision they made had to be ap-
; by the Prefect. Since the recent decentrahzatron bill
sed the Natronal Assembly, however, the Prefects have
- béen stripped of some of their major powers. Local munici-
: pal budgets no longer need his approval (“his” is incorrect
-+ heresince the Socialists for the first time appointed women
e Prefects) the departmental executive power hitherto ves-
‘ted in the Prefect has now been given over to the depart-
‘mental general.council, and even the title “Prefect” has
fbeen changed to “Commissioner of the Repubhc

: Solldarrty — French style

Both economic ‘democracy and décentralization 2 are
policy: objectives which fall within the realm of everyday
_‘t:politics: But the notion of sol1dar1ty and the creation of a
~Ministry of National Solidarity is certainly a curious one.
- And here we come to an area where there has been a happy
- conjuriction between contémporary French Socialist the-
. oryand the personahty of President Mitterrand. Like other
European left wing parties, the French Socialists have
recently paid a lot of attention. to the idea of linking social
“:and economic reform to changes in people’s attitudes and
values. In the 1920s, Socialists used to argue,that only a
iterate, educated population could be expected to under- -
~stand ,’nd accept the enormous changes that would come
: about'wrth socialism. More recently, under the influence of
{ Titings of Antonio Gramsci, the European left has
rgued that all the means of communication and culture
rofound effect on the nature of socialism and on

 control of the economy should be.of some -
~Th dlfference is, of course, that the French have

hrrd reason for natlonalrzatron has to do with eco- -

S ocmlzst France

v

'somalrst socrety Wrth tlns in mlnd the Socrahsts have begunr J
- to reexamine the role of radio, television and the various- .
instruments of culture (book pubhshmg, theatre, cinema)
- in an attempt to liberate them from what they feel hasbeen - .-
the dead hand of capitalism: At the same time, the Ministry, -
~.of National Solidarity is intended to coordmate the actions
of the various social service ministries with a view to getting

President Frangozs Mzttermnd

the French to act in, and if necessary to make economic
sacrifices for, the common interest. This means that, in the
name of national solidarity, the better-off will see their
taxes rise in order to finance the expanded social security
programs. It means that higher-paid civil servants have
seen increases in their social security deductions in order to
help their colleagues lower in the hierarchy. It means that
workers have been asked to curtail wage demands in order
to increase national productivity, all in the name of the
national interest. The reply of Nicole Questiaux, the Minis-
ter of National Solidarity, to a question about the meaning
of the term demonstrates the interweaving of the major
themes of decentralization, participatory democracy and
mutual responsibility: - : _
Solidarity means that together and in a responsible -
fashion, people take charge of their affairs, their se-
curity and their social needs. Think of those in.the-
nineteenth century who organized themselves into
mutual societies to cover themselves against risks;
who were the first to imagine that one could contrlbute :
according to one’s resources, and where a form of
redistribution was initiated within a small group. .
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