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2) PRESENT POSITION OF THE LRAGUE OF NATIONS

The League unfortunately has ceased for the present to
play any important part in the conduct of international
nrrnu.l To explain the reasons for this would involve a
reviww of the whole course of European and world affairs for
the past ten years. Wahtever may be the inhmt#arits of
the principle of collective securijy - and ¢
case can be made - the events of the last few years| have made
it painfully apparent that the
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anywhere 1f it were attacked, does not correspond to present
facts. © There has never been any clearer case of aggression

than that launched by Germamy. There is not one member of

the League outside the Allies which has even considered the
application @f military or political sanctions. This was so
apparent that 1t was not even considered worth while to hold

the ordinary regular meeting of the League Ageembly last Sep-
tember.

When the Soviet Uniom attacked Finland, there was a tem~

porary revival of collective interest and the situation was
considered at a meeting of the Assembly and Council in

December. A resolution was passed condesming the Soviet action
and Russia was declared by the Council to be no longer a member
of the League, but there was no suggestion from any quarter

1l GSee telegram from Jose VENOL (Late Secretary-Ceneral):
copy in Appendix A (boﬁ-’ .

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950,
MG 26 J 4, Volume 242, pages C162889-C163381

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA




