Kids Day at McLaughlin a splashing success

McLaughlin Residence
held its 5th annual kids
day with a record 90
volunteers.

by Roslyn Angel

tudents of Tatham Hall
Residence in McLaugh-
lin had their hands full

Saturday March 24, when 24
children from York Woods Gate
Public School arrived for the 5th
Annual Kids Day, which is part of
the Adopt-A-School Programme

The children arrived a little
afternine inthe morning. and the
volunteers wasted no time get-
ting the kids involved. They
began with ice breaker games
like dodge ball and duck duck
goose. The children were then
paired up with buddies (Mac stu-
dents). A lot of the kids had the
attention of two buddies be-
cause, as In past years, there are
always more volunteers than
kids

At 10:00 am. the real events
began with a three-legged race, a
sack race (inagarbage bag). and
a dress-up competition. The
children and their buddies were
separated Iinto teams. and the

team with the most points at the
end of the games won. All the
children won, however. Each
child was given a miniature
McLaughlin flag to take home
with them. and the winning team
received little fuzzy bees as a
bonus

The next stop was the Tait

Mackenzie Building, where the
kids were treated to an hour of
swimming and water games. The
shy kids. by this time, really
warmed up and agreed to take a
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On Kids Day,
the children can
just have fun.

They don’t have
to worry about
being
responsible

e —

dip in the pool. No one wanted to
leave, but a barbecue lunch
tempted them out of the pool

The children and their buddies
chowed down on hot dogs, ham-
burgers, potato chips, ice cream.
chocolate cake and fruit punch
The only thing that stopped eve-
ryone from eating was the offer to
go outside and burn off some
calories by playing tag. soccer
and the infamous dodge ball

By 4:30 p.m. everyone was
pooped. The appropriate people
were thanked, and the kids were
driven home with three kinds of

chocolate bars in hand

Among the many sponsors
were Marriott, which donated the
hot dogs, cake, fruit punch, ser-
viettes, plastic cutlery, paper
plates and condiments: Neil-
son’'s. which donated ice cream
bars and sundaes; the Tatham
Hall Residence Council which
donated $500; various houses in
Tatham Hall which donated a
total of $500; and Mac's Well Cof-
fee Shop which donated $150
Volunteers included 90 residence
students, co-ordinators Tracey
Forrest and Conni Martin and
Michael Lanphier, the master of
McLaughlin College. who was on
hand to contribute his barbecu-

INg expertise

Forrest said that overall the day
was a success even though the
weather was a little colder than
they had expected. The children
had a ball, and more importantly
they had a chance to just be kids
for a day. "A lot of the kids are
from immigrant families in poor
economic situations,” said For-
rest. They spend most of their
time taking care of siblings and
they “haven't had the chance to
bekids," she added. On Kids Day,
the children can just have fun
They don't have to worry about
being responsible. “Everything is
taken care of for them when they
are here,"” said Forrest

She added that during Kids
Day. the children get a lot of
attention with a ratio of “two
adults per kid, instead of at
school where one adult's atten-
tion” must accommodate a whole
class of kids. "They get a chance
to feel special and important [on
Kids Day], and not just feel like
they are one of the crowd,” said
Forrest.

The original idea for the Adopt-
A-School Programme was estab-
lished, according to Forrest, “to
Increase good will by the York
community.” with the other col-
leges participating as well.

Kids Day is fun for both the
children and the volunteers
“Something like this pulls the res-
idence together.” said Forrest
So. it seems that the adults get
Just as much out of it as the kids

The children get exposed to a
university environment that “gives
them role models that they don't
necessarily get at home,” Forrest
commented. It shows the kids
that “life isn't drugs and booze
and that there are adults out there
who care.”
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TIRES & AUTO CENTRE

Front Brakes

(most cars)

labour & pads $83.95
metallic pads extra
Rear Brakes

(most cars)

labour & lining $68.95

2050 Steeles Ave. West
(East of Keele)

669-6104

Purchase & Instalation
of any 4 tires

BF Goodrich,
Michelin,

Uniroyal

FREE

LUBE & OIL FILTER
with any of the following services
(with coupon): 10W30 oil. Most cars.
Reg $22.50 value.

Engine Tune Up
(most cars)

4 cyl $59.95

6 cyl $69.95

V6 & 8 cyl $79.95
includes labour &
spark plugs

Van $15.00 extra

® WheelAllqnments ® Brakes ® Tune-Ups ®
® Shocks ® Auto Accessories ® General
Maintenance ® BF Goodrich
Tires ®Michelin ® Uniroyal ® Dayton ®

15 % OFF LABOUR on non-sale items with York 1.D.

Expires April 30, 199()

Getting

Get The Righ

your Degree?
Now Take The Fast Track to a Profession.
t Credentials with
High Standards.

Seneca’s post-graduate Regulatory Law Administration
program prepares you for a professional career in
Advocacy, Arbitration, Tribunal Adjudication, or
Government Agency Regulatory Administration.

After graduating from this one-year C 0-0p program
you could be working with Human Rights Commissions,
Workers Compensation Boards, Pay Equity or Rent Review
Boards, Legal Clinics or a host of other re gulatory agencies.

Talk to us today.
Call (416) 491-5050, ext. 2158
Applied Arts Division

'~ SENECA COLLEGE

OF APPLIED ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY

1750 FINCH AVENUE EAST NORTH YORK ONTARIO M2] 2X5

Thursday, March 29, 1990




