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The pages are loaded
by one "Mac” McCarver, a 
young man in his mid-twenties 
whose life-long dream was to 
play professional ball, but whose 
batting average(ERA) never 
matched the numbers exerted by 
his heart.

a month the man visits some old 
broken-down hockey player, a 
young upstart baseball pitcher, 
or a once-great sports legend, 
and comes back with the goods—
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classic The Year The Mets Lost 
Last Place. I don’t know if 
Snyder began the book asan idea 
in spring training, or if hehasjust 
gone back to the files in an 
attempt to cash in on the Expos’ 
success. I believe it is the latter, 
for the book reads like 
yesterday's sports papers. There 
is little information to be gained 
outside of what you already 
know, if you did follow the race. 
The book is also full of 
typo’s. I’d suggest Virgo trade 
their proofreader.

witch doctor. He reaches intothe 
soul of the interviewee and 
extracts the story, blood and all.

You may recognize some of the 
people he is writing about, and 
others you won’t. But it doesn’t 
matter. After reading a McRae 
story you don’t forget. The 
pictures are timeless. About 
Reggie Fleming, a brutal hockey 
player, formerly of the NHL, now 
buried in the minors: "In the 
green reflection from the 
dashboard, Reggie Fleming’s 
face is almost grotesque, the 
lumps and furrows from 18 
seasons of violent warfare in pro 
hockey casting their own proud 
shadows.”

The baseball season is only 
three months away, but it seems 
just a few days ago that the 
Montreal Expos were fighting it 
out with the Pittsburgh Piratesfor 
a pennant. Montreal sports 
writer Brodie Snyder keeps the 
memory alive with a diary of last 
year’s miracle season, The Year 
the Expos Almost Won the 
Pennant! The book, illustrated 
with 20 Aislin cartoons, is 
fashioned after that great sports

Elliott Lefko
The Year the Expos Almost Won 
the Pennant! by Brodie Snyder, 
illustrated by Aislin, Virgo Press, 
1979, 232 pp„ $12.50.

A Baseball Classic by Meritt 
Clifton, SAMISDAT, 1978,95 pp., 
$2.50.

"Mac” lives in a small town, 
working in a mill, playing 
industrial league baseball, 
maintaining his batting average, 
and reading the Sporting News, 
baseball’s bible. As the thirty- 
year age barrier approaches, and 
he knows the major leagues are 
fading faster than a Koufax 
fastball, "Mac” begins to re­
evaluate his life. Someof hislogic 
is as telling as the scuff and 
bruises on a kid’s only baseball. 
As one

Bitl
IfRequiem for Reggie, by Earl 

McRae, Chimo Publishing, 1977, 
149 pp., 99<t

I i :

?
^ I

The sports novel is back! Merrit 
Clifton,a resident of tiny 
Brigham, Quebec, has written 
the sports cult find of the year: A 
Baseball Classic. Two other 
books, Earl McRae’s Requiem for 
Reggie, and Brodie Snyder’sThe 
Year the Expos almost Won the 
Pennant! arealso recent winners.

Clifton's book is a homespun 
novel put together by the cheeky 
SAMISDAT, a Vermont mail­
order printing company. The 
paper and string binding are 
refreshingly simple, placing the 
emphasis on the hard-hitting, 
typewritten words inside. A 
Baseball Classic is a narrative told
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demon” tells him: "You’re a
queer! Baseball's your excuse— 
an obsession, a fetish. Why 
don’t you just wear pantyhose? 
Face it, Mac: bats are dick 
symbols!”

Flaws aside, the book is still 
worth readingforthedrawingsof 
Aislin and the wordsofthe Expos' 
"Spaceman," Bill Lee: “When 
I’m going down the street and see 
someone throw a piece of paper 
out of a car window, I writedown 
the license number. Someday 
I’m going to write a book.”

.Earl McRae is a thirty-eight- 
year-old sports feature writer, 
You've probably read his pieces
in the Canadian Magazine.
They’re hard to miss. About once

red hot, and spicy, just the way 
you like it. McRae approaches an 
assignment in an unusual 
manner. It’s as if the man is a
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Staff
meets
today

oa FEATHERSTONCYSF TYPING SERVICE 
ANNOUNCES A NEW LOCATION

ROOM 121 FOUNDERS COLLEGE
AND...

A JANUARY SPECIAL:
10% discount on essays (students only) 
typed and picked up before February 1st. 

Present this ad and your student card 
when paying.

GET YOUR ESSAYS DONE EARLY AND 
SAVE ON TYPING!

S<o
16 RECENT PAINTINGS
TO FEBRUARY 1

Mondays-Fridays 10-4:30

Classifiedsat
TYPING SERVICES
IBM Selectric, reasonable rates - 
prompt, accurate. Essays, theses, 
statistics, resumes, etc. Days - 
889-5324, or 669-1354. Evenings - 
889-5324.

2 Pm
6monmso(snow-.and

TYRING BY Professional. Manu­
scripts, Theses, Term Papers, etc. 
IBM Selectric. Fast. Accurate. 
$1.25 D.S. Page. Christine 
Roberts 489-5937 After 6:00.

skHnal &
ALPINE SKIING FAST, EFFICIENT TYPIST

Expertly done work, all materials 
supplied. Steeles and Bathurst. 
70c per typewritten page, 222- 
3432.

• 50 km of groomed hills
• 14 lilts. Over9500skiers an hour
• The only gondola in eastern Ca­

nada
• 625 m vertical drop: 800 m ele­

vation at summit
• Slopes: beginners, intermediates, 

experts
• Season: November to May
• Ski school: Group or private les­

sons
• Ski week (5 consecutive days)
• Adult rates: daily, $7 to $12 de­

pending on day and lift; weekly, 
$36 to $50 depending on period.

CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING

Will type essays, theses, term 
papers, etc. Accurate. Central 
Toronto area preferred. $6.00per 
hour. Phone 423-9208 after 6:00
p.m.YORK STUDENTS HELP WANTED
Part-time position: MANAGER 
for Black Creek Food Co-op 
situated on campus at York 
University. To begin end of 
January. Experience preferred. 
Application deadline 15 January, 
1980. For more information 
contact Mrs. Joyce Thompson, 
Rm. 205, Bethune College.

• 150 km charted and patrolled 
trails

• 9 heated relay stations along the 
trails

• Equipment rentals.

Winter/Summer Courses Available

A change in policy allows immediate 
enrolment (space permitting) of on-going 
students (all Faculties) in Arts courses for 
the Winter/Summer Session (February 4th 
- June 27th, 1980).
For information, contact the Office of 
Student Programmes (Arts), S302 Ross, or 
phone 667-2221.

of pleasure
#

CAMPUS REPS. WANTED
Earn extra money by introducing 
the GRAD CREDIKIT SERVICE to 
your fellow graduating students. 
No ACTUAL SELLING; NO 
INVENTORIES SUPPLY KIT 
PROVIDED; EXCELLENTRENU— 
MERATION. Contact H.Hoff, 
GRAD CREDIKIT SERVICES, 
Phone 481-5637.

0 Gouvernement, 
du Québec 
Ministère du Loisir, 
de la Chasse 
et de la Pèche 
Direction générale dee 
opérations régionaiee

P O Box 400.
Beaupré. Québec GOA 1EO 
(418)827-4561

Snow conditions Montréal:*
(514)861-6670
Québec:
(418)827-4579
Toronto:
(416)462-1796

* Toll free, direct communication 
with Parc du Mont-Sainte-Anne.

TASTEE PATTIES. Students, 
Faculty, Staff! Your delicious 
Jamaican meat patties are back at 
the Central Square Cafeteria. Get 
yours today, before somebody 
else does.
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