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Shock therapy used on California prisoners
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VACAVILLE, California (CUPI) —
California State Prison authorities
are just now putting the finishing
touches on an intensive psychiatric
prison centre at the Vacaville state
mental facility to control ‘‘the
aggressive, destructive, political
inmate”’.

The new facility will house up to 80
prisoners and will open in late
January or early February. The
prisoners will be taken from the
maximum security adjustment
centres at Soledad, Folsom, and San
Quentin. Psychiatrists will ad-
minister ‘‘adversion therapy’” to
inmates considered
violent’’.

The therapy may include electric
and insulin shock, fever treatments,
sodium pentothal (truth serum)
interviews, anectine (a death-
simulating drug), anti-testosterone
injections (to neutralize sex hor-
mones), electrode brain implants,
and lobotomies.

Revealing letter

According to a letter that was
ripped off recently, R.K. Procunier,
California chief of the department of
corrections, wrote on Sept. 8 to
Robert Lawson, executive officer cf
the California Council on Criminal
Justice:

“Thisletter of intent is to alert you
to the development of a proposal to
seek funding for a program in-
volving a complex neurosurgical
evaluation and treatment program
for the violent inmate. Initially,
following a screening at the Calif.
medical facility at Vacaville, a
period of acute hospitalization would
be involved for a period of five to
seven days.

After this during a period of two or
three weeks the patient would un-
dergo diagnostic studies — surgical
and diagnostic procedures would be
performed to locate centres of the
brain which may have been
previously damaged and which
could serve as the focus for episodes

‘‘the most’

of violent behavior. If those areas
were located and verified that they
were indeed the source of aggressive
behavior, neurosurgery would be
performed."

The outlines of the new Vacaville
facility have been leaking out to the
press for the past few months, but
detailed information was not
available until Nov. 19, when the
Department of Corrections held a
“think session’ at the University of
California at Davis. The meeting
was to get support among the
psychiatric profession.

New centres failed

But, Dr. Edward Opton Jr., a
Berkeley research psychologist with
a strong liberal orientation con-
tacted the Medical Committee for
Human Rights after he attended the
conference to get the information
made public. According to his notes
from the meeting, the Vacaville
Centre has become necessary in the
eyes of prison administrators
because of the catastrophic failure
of the relatively new adjustment
centres, as demonstrated by George
Jackson’s ‘‘escape’’ murder from
the San Quentin ac. Adjustment
centres are maximum security
prisons and Jackson, a noted black
militant was shot in the back in an
alleged ‘‘escape’’ attempt.

Far from understanding that the
real causes of prisoner violence are
in reaction to the highly repressive
life they are forced to lead inside the
adjustment centres, prison ad-
ministrators seem to blame it on
‘““some sort of inner organic inner
agitator,”’ according to Opton’s
notes.

The meeting was led by Dr.
George Bach-y-Rita, the head
research psychiatrist at the new
unit. He mentioned a few of the
treatments his personnel would
experiment with. One would be the
anti-testosterone injections to
counteract sex drive and supposedly

reduce the tensions a prisoner feels

“without the negative side-effects in
terms of poor self-image that direct
castration creates’’. :

Bach-y-Rita also feels that about
10 percent of the adjustment centre
inmates would benefit from partial
frontal lobotomies in which sections
of the brain controlling motivation
and drive would be cut out. The
method usually leaves the patient a
passive vegetable capable only of
simple tasks. Another experimental
technique would be to implant
electrodes in the brain to control
behavior directly.

The basic method to be used on
most of the prisoners will be
‘“‘aversion therapy’’. Aversion
therapy is aimed at making the
prisoner sick or terrified every time
he gets involved in violence.

Clockwork Orange techniques

It works like this: The patient is
strapped into a chair in front of a
movie screen. When he is shown
movies of violence and sex, he is
tortured; he may be given shocks or
drugs to make him feel nauseous or
like he is dying. His eyes are
clamped open so that he can’t turn
away from the screen. (Clockwork
Orange, anyone?)

The process is repeated daily until
the man is deeply conditioned in his
reactions. Supposedly, then, when
the reformed prisoner tries to
commit violence, his new drive
takes over and makes him helpless.
Aversion therapy using the death-
simulating drug Anectine has
recently been reported in the

treatment of homosexuals at
California’s Atascadero State
Hospital.

You don’t have to worry, though, |
according to the administrators
because the Vacaville treatments
will be voluntary. “If they don't
want to take the drug, they don’t
have to,” says Dr. L.J. Pope,
warden of the facility. ‘‘If they want
to stay coo-coo and stay locked up all
their lives that’s all right with us.”
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TYPIN

FOR SALE:

‘' TERMPAPERS:

TERMPAPERS:

‘MISCELLANE®US

ESSAYS, THESES, LETTERS,
electric typewriter, 10 years ex-
perience. 30c per double spaced
page. Jane-Sheppard area. Call Mrs.

+ Fanfarillo, 249-8948.

EXPERT TYPING done at
reasonable rates. Essays, theses,
etc. Telephone Miss G. Singer at 481-

| 3236.

\

EXPERT TYPING Recom-
mended — Paper supplied: Please
call for estimates: 223-4351 - Pat

. Milne, anytime.

TYPING: Essays, theses, reports,
etc. 35¢ per page. Right on campus.
Graduate Residence No. 1. Please
call 636-6462.

“ RIDES ;

RIDE NEEDED from Finch &
Martingrove area daily. Share gas.
Call Mrs. Granville, Atkinson Ad-

DEALS

Hi-Fi Components

PIONEER, KENWOOD,
HALLMARK, DYNACO, SONY,
PANASONIC, SCOTT, FISHER,
SANSUI

HALLMARK SOUND OF CANADA
1912 Avenue Road
781-2114 —781-0157
783-2582

'JOBS

STUDENTS REQUIRED for part-
time work on commission basis. Call
Peter Kitchen at 362-5781.

PHOTOGRAPHER REQUIRES
female and male models. Enclose a
photo and phone number. Contact:
Mr. D. Lees, P.0O. Box 43, Etobicoke,
Ontario.

missions, 635-3946 or 635-7898,
evenings.
#ACCOMMODATION :::

WANTED: University student, or
teacher. Free room and board in
exchange for babysitting.
Willowdale area — 223-1103.

SUBLET: Avenue Rd. - Bloor. At-
tractively furnished lower 4-plex, 5
rooms, plus sunporch study
parking. One year lease. $310.00
monthly, 483-5569.

GIRLS WANTED

to pose for art photography, part-
time — good pay.

Phone

635-5541

ADS IN THIS SECTION, other than
want ads, cost $2.80 per column inch.
Maximum size is 40 column inches.
Ads that only run once, also have to
be prepaid.

TE RMPAPI RS
PLEASE LET US
your termpaper
understa
results, ¢
638-4674

HELP you with
problems. For
discretion and
n Tutoring College,

TERMPAPERS

For Reference and Research only

DON'T WORRY

Our Termpaper Service
is quick and highly
professional. A well
qualified staff of college
graduates will research,
write and type your
order at reasonable cost
(custom-made  only).

For Information call:

638-3559

Or write to:
TERMPAPERS SERVICE
Suite 906, 12 Goldfinch Crt.

Willowdale, Ont.
A CANADIAN COMPANY

PIRATE

PAPERS
WRITES

ESSAYS

FOR YOU

-416-
924-3432

| 115T. JOSEPHST.

! TORONTO

TERMPAPERS UNLIMITED

of Toronto Inc.

Our staff of professional writerresearchers
produces top quality material.

Thousands of papers on file at $2.00 per page.
“WE GIVE RESULTS"
752A Yonge St. at Bloor
964-7328

“CAR REPAIRS

STUDENT DISCOUNTS

109/0 off on all bodywork

at  ROXY'S
AUTO PAINT CENTRES
THE auto paint specialists

Guaranteed, factory-
finish Avuto repainting
from $59.50.

1 Day Service by Appointment

957 Roselawn (east of Dufferin)

PHONE 787-9125
Open 8 to 6 weekdays. Sat. to 1 pm

Do you own a...
Rover - Triumph - MG
Austin - Jaguar

Then you should know about us We're
Fossman Racing Service, but apart from
Racing cars we also have a \ actory Ap
proved Service Shop to look atier your car
(We even do Warranty work). So if you are
not satisfied with your selling dealer, give us
a call at 783.7372 783-664¢

FOSSMAN RACING SERVICE
961 Roselawn Avenue
Clip this ad for 10 per
1 =
[ discount on parts.

cent

ASTROLOGY. . .Character portrait
based on date, hour and place of
birth, Accurate chart included.
Contact Tom Weisman, 638-3203.
$15.00 fee.

GOING ON SABBATICAL
Vacationing in Europe? For ex-
change, rental, hotel and paying
guest accommodation, contact
Guests International, P.O. Box 261,
Station B, London, Ontario.

Services Directory

ABLE OPTICAL

Glasses the same day — We fill
doctor’'s prescriptions, repair and
replace broken glasses expertly.
Large selection of modern frames at
reasonable prices. Located in the
Jane-Finch Mall opp. Food City.

Cary Quail, Optician, 638-2020.

PSYCHOLOGICAL
SERVICES DEPARTMENT
INDIVIDUAL and GROUP
COUNSELLING, SKILL
TRAINING, COMMUNITY SER-
VICE.

Located in the B.S.B., Room 145.
Open Monday to Friday 9 am to 5
pm, Rm. 145, B.S.B., 6352304,

24-Hour Emergency Service: 635-
3333.

YORK STUDFNT
CLINIC

Drug Crisis and Infornmaticn
Unplanned pregnancies
Birth Control, V.D. info
Natural Child Birth

Rm. 214 Vanier Res. 435-350¢




