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We welcame his comment on these issues.

GOVERNMENT

First, before I begin a de-
fence of Free Tuition and Cus,
let me state briefly what I feel
is the role of an elected repre-
sentative of the people; for ex-
ample, if you like, the role of
an elected representative on
S.R.C. The need to clarify this
role became clear in the Nov. 18
issue of Excalibur when Harvey
Margel wrote that the S.R.C,
should ‘take into consideration
what the attitudes of York stu-
dents were to C.U.S.’, and
went on to say that the question
of C.U.S. should be decided by
a general student referendum,
Whereas I can agree (with re-
servations) with the first part,
I cannot agree with the second.

An elected representative is
not a puppet of the people who
elect him. Rather he is an indi-
vidual given the mandate to re-
present the electorate in the way
he believes is best for them. He
is judged when he is elected
on the basis of the evidence
that is present: his past record
and his present platform. He
may be criticized or lauded and,
in that sense, judged, during
his term in office, by suchmedia
as the press, the radio and e-
qually well by the personal let-
ters he receives from his cons-
tituents. However, when de-
cisions must be made for
the people it is he who makes
them, based on what he, the
enlightened expert, the man em-
ployed by the people because he
is expert--based on what he be-
lieves to be right,

For one example let me deal
briefly with the question of free
tuition. Hypothetically 70% of the
people could be against free tui-
tion when asked by the Exca-
libur staff and 30% could be in
favour of free tuition. Should
S.R.C. consider this opinion of
the students? Yes! Should S.R.C.
oppose Free Tuition as a goal?
Not necessarily. The S.R.C.
members were elected to re-
present the best interests of the
students. They are the best in-
formed people on the issues. In
the light of the public opinion
of the S.R.C. members must be
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all the more certain they are
right, but above all, they must
do what they believe to be in
the best interest of the students
they represent. If the students
strongly oppose free tuition let
the students elect someone to
S.R.C. who will make this his
platform. Spring Elections are
close enough, (Incidently free
tuition was the platform of se-
veral S.R.C. members and you
gave them office anyway.)

FREE TUITION

There are many arguments for
free tuition. There are few argu-
ments against it that can hold
water. Of the arguments against
three that come to mind
are (1) Tuition fees give the stu-
dent an incentive to work harder;
(2) ‘University is the highest
form of education and therefore
it should be harder to get in,
with higher financial and aca-
demic  standards.’ (brilliantly
spoken by Ron Cannata F2 in
an interview with Excalibur Nov,
18, and echoing the words of our
‘Progressive’ member of parlia-
ment and former Minister of
Educa.ion, Prime Minister Ro-
barts); and (3) The economy can-
not afford free tuition at the pre-
sent.

Now the first of these involves
a strange paradox, We all accept
that giving money to students for
tuition, books, etc. (i.e. in the
form of scholarships) provides an
incentive to work harder; and
NOwW someone is trying to tell
us that taking money away from
students (in the form of tuition
fees) also provides an incentive
o work harder. Give me the
former type of incentivel Based
on the many students with whom
I have had contact at university,
I would conclude that incentive is
due mainly to the social environ-
ment from which the student
comes., The $550 tuition fee plays
little significant role in deter-
mining incentive as far as I can
see. Many of those who cannot
afford to pay tuition and would,
I feel, have incentive to complete
a course successfully, lose val-
uable time worrying and wonder-
ing where they can find that $255
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to meet the second instalment,
And, lastly, this supposed in-
centive, (if youcouldconvince me
it were such) can give little push
to the students for whom tuition
fees are a barrier to higher edu-
cation.

The second argument that I
have quoted, is a pompous equi-
valent to saying that education is
a  privilege for the rich, It
frightens me to think that mem-
bers of a university community
could say this. High academic
standards challenge equally this
internal ability of every student,
High financial barriers chal-
lenge, " with devastating inequa-
lity, the external economic capa=-
cities of every student. If tuition
fees were any higher you could
rename York, The Premier Ro-
barts University and Country
Club and poor students and myself
would trundle off to Bill Davis’
Community Colleges where tui-
tion, if any, we hope will be nomi-
nal. (Or perhaps we would go
to trade school where we would
be paid a subsistance allowance
until we were released to the
union markets at $3.00 to $6.00
per hour.)

The third argument quoted has
some sense. We would not expect
Provincial governments to simul-
taneously announce Free Tuition
for Canada’s 200,000 university
students. However the economy
can stand a reduction in tuition
fees (and next year would not be
too soon) with eventual total eli-
mination of tuitionfees, Further-
more, I believe that the economy
would in the long run benefit
by such a move.

Now some positive reason in
defence of free tuition:

. U. of T. realeased a study
showing average summer earn-
ings and saving for students, a
study which showed an average
summer saving at around $400
and compared this with the
$1600 to $2100 needed to live
during the academic year. How
can this barrier be lowered?
By Free Tuition.

2. It is recognized in economic
circles that the number of people
having university degrees can be
related directly to prosperity in
the country. Canada needs uni-

versity graduates. Let Canada
buy some with free tuition. (This
should satisfy the men and women
who don’t want to support non-
blood-relations through  uni-
versity. They would, rather, be
investing in the growth of their
country.)

3. Taking a historical approach,
we mightlook at the acknowledged
Progress in education inour cen-
tury. High schools, where once a
student was required to pay tui-
tion, are now completely tuition-
free (Newfoundland being, I be-
lieve, the last province to follow
Suit), And many high schools
now give free text books through
all the grades. Does this take
away incentive? Are standards
lower in our high schools to-
day? Certainly not! Society de-
manded that her children obtain
a high school education and 50~
ciety paid for it. Today society
demands her children have post
high school training, Again, she
must pay for itl

4. There are many other reasons
for demanding free tuition, and
they can be treated in far more
detail than I have attempted here.
Ask your S.R.C, to obtain copies
of the various studies that have
been made in these fields, They
will be happy to help you become
informed. Read also Porter’s
Vertical Mosaic to gain some in-
sight into barriers to higher edu-
cation and ruling classes in Ca-
nada. My attempt to convince you
that Free Tuition is right must
necessarily be brief, for time
and space do not permit other-
wise,

In concluding my comments on
the issue of Free Tuition, I must
try to put its importance inpers-
pective. Free tuition is only part
of an extensive program being
carried out for ‘universal
accessibility’. It seems easier
to most of us to strike at the
financial barriers to higher edu-
cation but the existence of social
barriers has not been forgotten,
Money must be spent to research
and reduce these social barriers
as well. I chose to discuss the
one aspect, Free Tuition, because
it is the aspect of the overall pro-
gramme which is so often misin-
terpretted by those who are un-
informed.
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Burton Auditorium held its biggest crowd since

“Murder in the

Cathedral”, the plays were diverse and interesting, and the com-
mentary was out of this world. Each of the four colleges presented

a one act play. Glendon Presented,
Vanierpresented “The Bed Time Story’
and Atkinson pres ented an original play “The Funeral

“The Lover”

Parlqur}" Founders Play was chosen

“I'm Dreaming, But Am 2%

, Founders Collegepresented,

as the best production, but it

must have been a very difficult decision as every play was of the

highest quality. As the adjudicator,
foreshadows a successful future for
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the York University Theatre.
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