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Raiders eye playoffs

B8y DAVID MOMBOURQUETTE
It was only two short weeks
ago that Coach Don Nelson, of
the UNB Red Raiders, laid out
the plan his team would have
to follow if they hoped o gain
a playoff spot in the highly
competitive AUAA men's
basketball conference. He said
then thet, "we have to win the
must games, against UPEI, Mt.
Allison, and Acadia.” With on-
ly three games remaining in
regular season play, the
Raiders are stiil following that
plan, but keeping to it hos
been anything but easy. Afier
squeeking out an 81-80 victery
last Tuesday night over the Mt.
Allison Mounties, the Raiders
fogk their show con the road,
falling 98-77 to St. F.X., before
outlasting the Acadia Axemen
89-87, the following day.
There was never any doubt
that the game on Friday night
against the X-men, would be
anything but o war, with the
Arntigenish squad looking for
revenge of the defeat they suf-

fered in the Aitken Centre two:

waeeks earlier. An exuberani
crowd of close to fourteen hun-
dred, had the X gymnasium
hopping in the warm ups, and
it was clear that both teams
were hyped for the game.

The action was exiremely
fast paced as the X-men front-
court took their team to an
early lead. With Chris Selittri
scoring 20 first half points, and
John Hatch controlling - the
boards, the 5t. F.X. squad in-
creased their lead to more
than ten points several times.
The fact that the Red Raiders
were able to kaep the halftime
deficit to 54-50, was a tribute
to the good shooting of Scott
Devine, Don McCormack and
Ken Amos.

The- second half started the
same way as the first, with
Hatch and Mark Brodie hitting
the offensive boards, and
quickly leading the X-men to a
seventeen point margin. The
brilliant play of Scoti Devine
enabied the Raiders to fight
back to within seven, with
about 12 minutes feft to play,
but the strength of the X big
men eventually broke the
Raiders back. When the smoke
had cleared, the Raiders had
suffered a 21 point defeat,
although the play had proved

Janice Johnson and Jamie
MacKinnon have bsen named
UNB's athlates-of-the-week.

Johnson sparked the
volleyball Reds to a weakend
sweep over Moncton, winning
15-10; 15-9: 15-5 on Friday
night end 15-10; 9-15; 6-15;
15-4; 15-6 in a closer contest
Saturday. A third-year Physical
Education student, she per-
formed consistently well both
offersively and defensively.
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to be closer than the score in-
dicated.

The next sfop on the road
was the Wer Memorial Gym-
nasium in Wolfville, where
they met a hot Acadia team.
The Raiders gave notice that
they were determined fo go
home with a victory, with one
of their more inspired warmup
sessions of the year. A dunk-
ing Chris McCabe carried his
intensity into the game, as he
led all UNB scorers with 25. But
before the Raiders couid get
into their game plan, they had
to contend with a pair of radar
conirolied shooters by the
names of Donnie Ehler and
Alfie McLeod. They scored 15
and 20 points respectively, hit-
ting almost entirely from out-
side of twenty feet. Aithough
the Acadia squad was treated
to leads of up to twelve points,
the Raiders closed the score to
49-43.

The second half was a
classic, as Scott Devine led the

Raiders to within 3 points of
the Axemen. With Devine tak-
ing outside shots, and feeding
Chris McCabe inside, the Ax-
emen attempted to regoin
their lead from the perimeter.
But by this time some of the
guns had cooled down, and
more importantly McLeod had
fouled out.

The action remained in-
tense the rest of the way, but
the Raiders enjoyed a five
point lead until the iast two
minutes of the half. The Ax-
emen gave one last atiempt
however but could only
manage to pull within two.

Leading scorers for Acadia
were Ehler with 30 and Mcleod
with 22, while McCabe with 25
and Devine's 24, paced the
Raiders.

The Raiders next two “must
win” games take place tonight
and tomorrow ot the L.B. Gym.
Admission is free to gll
students, and a capocity crowd
is expacted.

Acadia's Phil Coldwell lays one in over Ted DeWinter. in

action in Wolfville last Saturday.

Athletes of the week

Coming off the bench, Johnson
played what coach Jim Sex-
smith called an “instrumental
role in bath our victories.” She
is a 20 year old native of
Sackville, N.B.

MacKinnon, competing in
the AUAA Gymnastics Cham-
pionships in Dalhousie on
Saturday, placed third overall
and qualified to ottend the
CIAU. Championships to be
held in Winnipeg on March 5th

R R I e SR BP0

and 6th. His score of 44.75, a
personal best, was as a result
of his steadiness and con-
fidence in all six events,
MacKinnon's effort helped
establish a record team score
of 220.6 points for the UNB
Saites, which left Moncton and
Dalhousie distant finishers
with 109 and 99 points respec-
tively. A second-year Chemical
Engineering student, MacKin-
non is from Fredericton.

Free Throws

By DAVID MOMBOURQUETTE

Hello, and walcome to this week's road trip special. After
spending last waekend on the road with the Red Raiders
and Red Bloomers, Ii's great to be back home and off of the
bus.

But before | get Into the detalis of the grect expedition, o
more Important motter should be discussed. ! speak of
course of the Raiders fight for the playoffs, and this
weakends key matchup with the Univsrsity of Prince Ed-
werd Island Panthers. With the AUAA playoffs slated for
Halifax, only two weeks from now, the Ralders, Panthers
and $t. F.X. X-men are battling for the third and fourth
playoff spots. While the Raiders cannot influence the fate of
the X-men, their two games with the squad from P.E.I. give
them the opportunity to nail down a postseason game.

If the last matchup between these two teams is any in-
dication then this one should prove ic be a classic. After o
couple of tough years, the Panthers have taken off, spor-
ting such players as Len Redmond, Chris Summer and Vinne
De Pinto, to'name a few. It was mainly these three players
that gave the Ralders such a hard time on the Island, and
recent roports have shown they still hold the key to their
team’s success.

Raider coach Don Nelson Is very optimistic about this
woekend, while keeping in mind his charges will huve to
win both games to guarantee a playoff spot. The Raiders
are a little healthier then they were the iast time the clubs
met, and the friendly confines of the L.B. Gym won't hurt
matters either.

One of the reasons for Nelson's optimism has to be the
improved condition of forward Chris McCabe, a fact that

-should give the Raiders more control of the boards. Chris
certainly isn't shylng away from the chailenge. saying, “I'm
really looking forward to it it's going to be like two
gladiators going at each other, but | think we have the
edge. They have 4 very disciplinad offence so we're going
to have to play great dsfense."” ]

The gomes are both taking place in the L.B. Gym, with
tonights game slated for an 8:00 start, and tomorrow's con-
test going at 3:00 in the hope of attracting a good crowd,
the Ralders wiil be letting in students for free, so come out
and cheer the guys on.

If it Is true that two out of three ain't bad, then three out
of four is even bettar. That is what the finzl tally is of last
wsekz trip to X and Acadla, as the Bloomers swept both
games and the Raiders gained o split. The Bioomers were
clearly the more dominant team, having little troubls, os
they defeated X, 59-47 and Acudia 62-50. The Raiders, pro-
vided the excitsment however, defeating the Axemen in a
thriller by the score of 89-87, after losing to the X-men
98-77.

The trip gave me a better idea of what the teams go
through on the road. After a three-hundred mile drive, all !
was really to do was crash out somewhere, but the guys
and gals had to face well rested competition. It's pretty
clear that the travelling trick, takes some getting used to,
and the guys came well prepared to pass the time. A
spacial thanks to Chris McCabe for running the music show,
and to the rest of the guys for the comic relief.

As a final note on the trip, I'd itke to pass on o few hello's
from Fredericion native Mike Cun n ane. Mike had been
playing with the Acadia Axemen, but a broken wrist has
sidelined him indefinitely. Ho says h! to the folks, and the
rest of his old crowd.

The Red Bloomers have pretty well wrapped up the se-
cond place rung in the women's AUAA ladder, and ¢inieh
out their ssason Saturday ogainst the PE| Lody Panthers. At
last notice the Bloomors were ranked tenth in the country,
leaving Cooch Colleen Dufresne very satisfied.

“I'm happy with the rankings, considering we only have
one startsr back from last year, and are carrying seven
froshmen. We need some more strength Inside, but
hopefully we'll be stronger next year."”

The coach also served notice on the top teams from out of
tho conference saying, “It will take good recrulting but In
two year's time we will be challenging them."”

Well, that's It for this week, so I'il see you at the game
tonight at 8:00. Remembaer it's free, so0 bring a friend.
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