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Ohitter: thoroughly conservative
by Bill Doskoch

Progressive Conservative leader-
ship candidate Ron Chitter is tho-
roughlý Aibertan and espouses
policies that are definitely con-
servative.

Hie is outspoken, having op-
posed the government purchase of
Pacific Western Airlines and the
administration of the Heritage
Trust Fund while he was represent-
ing his riding of Calgary Buffalo
f rom 1971 to 1979.

He recently chaired the Commit-
tee on Tolerance and Understand-
ing (CTUL. )His recommendations
on private religious schooîs have
led fundamentalist Christians to
activelv campaign for his rival, Don
Gettv.

Hée says he values freedom ot
thought and expression and prom-
ises new directions for the province
if he i, elected leader.

He was graclous enough to gîve
The Gatevvav an interview last
Wednesday.

Because he is a politician. some
of hîs answers tended to be roun-
dabout and in some cases, for ques-
tions other than those actually
asked. in those instances his an-
swers have been paraphrased. In
other cases. his answers hadi to be
edited for length; ho\ssever, in both
cases. es ers effort was made to pré-
serve both accuracy and contéet
Gateway: How does it feel to be
back in the political business?
Ghitter: WNell it's an adjustment.
Nothing ever reallv prepares vou
for a leadership race. WNhat's going
to happen is when we get to the
convention next month. they'll just
take the pulses of Don. Julian and 1
and sxboever has the strongest ssilI
win! flaughs. It really is qUite a
process and]I 's e enjoý ed it.

You talk a lot about the future of
Aberta in'your campaign litera-
ture. What do you see as Alberta's
future?

1 think we have the basis here to
create the best future of anywhere
n Canada, if not North America.

We have ail the resources, talents
and the structural foundations here
to really build upon. But, what we
must do is start planning on a
longer term agenda and not just on
a day-to-day basis.

... We must build and diversify
our strengths. Id like to see a
world-class agricultural schooî
here doing worîd-class research.

Agriculture ranks right up there
with the energy industry in terms of
its importance to Alberta. We do it
well and we should be leading the
world in that area.

What roles do you sec universi-
lties playing in fuifilling Alberta's
future?

1 start off with the premise that
universities shôuldn't be job train-
ing centres. They should be places
of learning, understanding and de-
veloping critical thinking skills. The
humanities should be encourageci
and so shouîd excellence.

Once a person acquires those
skills, one can move towards more
specific (training).

As I read the futurist books, they
seemi to say the same thing: that
employers are looking for people
with good communicative, think-
ing and experiential skills, so thes'
can take those skills and hone themn
n specific areas.

The Aberta White Paper talked
in terms of directing funding to-
wards programs such as applied
science, international trade and so
on. 1 take it by the above statement
that you don't support that philo-
sophy.

I dont sas' that 1 don't support il
(but) 1 think that if one takes it to
mean the detriment of the humani-
ties then 1 don't support it ... In this
rush of rhetoric of back to the bas-
ics and applied science, we forget
to smell the roses. We neglect the
importance of the arts and reading.
We must not do that because thev
are fundamental in assisting people
enjo\ lde. Life is more than work-
ing nine to five, or nine to nine or. if
you're a politician. the 24 hour day!

Chitter was îheni asked whv ecln-
catmon cdd not clppec]f Io be a[)
important iýstc' in this c)nilaign.

Actually. private education has
been an issue. That's been raised
and thrown at me dozens of times.

Actually, it's been to your detri-
ment. An article in the Aug. 18
Edmonton journal has Wayne Web-
ster, pastor of Grace Bible Church
saying: "We're anti-Ghitter. Mr.
Ghitter doesn't belong in the Con-
servative Party."

Yeah. The fundamentalists who
want their own schools withouî
accredited teachers or curriculum
take issue with the position of the
CTU, which said every child in
Alberta should receive a minimum
standard of education.

'm not opposed to private
schools at ail . .. But there are 22
schools in the province that dont
supply even that minimum stan-
dard.

There was an un-named MLA
quoted in the luine 17 Aberta Re-
port who said you screwed up,
made a lot of bad judgemnent catis
which caused the government

tory leadership hopeful Ghitter: "I'm flot into discussions of wealth distribution. That's waht socialism is about and I'm lfar f rom
being a socialist."

problems and so cost you a lot of
support in caucus.

Well, 1 didn't write the report
with 12 other people to gain sup-
port in caucus. We wrote it in
hon esty.

The c aucus didn't like it when we
said the state of native education in
the province was ceplorable and
we had rio native educ ation policy
Sinît' the report came ont they are
now wsorking on one, the onily pro-
vin(vt that previously didn't have
one.

...Anyvsaý, anything y ou reaci in
the AII)erta Report. Id divide in
haif and divide in hiaîf again be-
cause as far as l'imconcerned, it's a
trash public ation.

Is post-secondary education a
right or a privilege?

(c hu Ikles) That's an old dues-,
tion.

Has the answer changed?
I thitnk i15 both.
Es cîsone in Alberta has a right to

have an educ ation ancd financing
available t0 îhem and it's the obli-
gation of the government to pro-
vide it. Once you get there,
though, it realîs' s a prîvilege.

You and Don Getty advocate the
establishment of an Advisory Coun-
cil for Women and you support
equal pay for equal work. Some
femninist groups advocate equal pay
for wor of equal value. Wbat is
your response?

['mi very much opposed. I's an
insdious intervention into the right
of someone to conduct their own
business.

t would be very detrimental to
small business if somne third party is
going t0 come mbt my business
and tell me the person who cleans
the floors is as valuable as the sales-
lady and pay accordingly. How
could I conduct my business?

1 donit îhink the answer for wo-
men lies (in that concept).

There is a conflict between south-
ern Alberta's need for water and
the tourism industry's need to pre-
serve wild rivers. How do you rec-
oncile that impossible situation?

That's a tough area.
Aside from tourism though,

there are irreconcilable differences
north and south on the use of
wa er.

Some, Mr. Cetty included, have
espoused the idea of interbasin
transfei of water. This would be
very expensive and would make
people in northern Alberta rather
disc <ntent.

1 think we should invest in the
faciliiies aiready in pfi4Le and learn
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to be more efficient in our water
uit il i iat ion).

Chitter saidl we slîould be more
active in cleaning op polluted riv-
er% tlut p,îss hroth our nunic -
paîlities (ie. the North Saskatche-
wan andl the Bovv) andl îhat such
c leantip shou1l he a provincial ne-
s)oti.sihuiliîs'. He wants more re-
searc h inni acid ramn and.saicl cual-
ils' of lite is as important a con-
sderation as ousm

On the scujec I of tourism, Chul-
ter said: 'Tourism uis an unitapped
resource. Aere not expending
enc)ugh tinte on our tourisnî indus-
trý. I'nm saing that from the view-
point of a long-time skiier who
would like to see a lot of things
happen, incduding irnproving our
apres-ski life and hospitaîity indus-
tto stop me from going down to

Aspc'n and Vail.
He scIpfprius tIevelcitimetrotpri-

cale cIAvellings cvitltit designaîecl
1(11.5 usutes in Kdiaaaskis mnulry.
saYing i vvutildl uuake fotr an untcer-

Wouldn't that be making it a
playground for the ellite and thus
reducing accessibility for others?

That's one of the concerns of the
province, but on the other hand,
it's just a matter of Loning.

You should have some areas
where people who have money
can come in and put up nice
homes. Why not? That's the blend,
that's what causes nice restaurants
and shopping centres to come in.

I've visited some of the world-
class ski resorts in Europe and the
United States and they have both.
Thes"re wonderful places to visit
and I don't look upon them as
elitist.

Speaking of elitism, you are
quoted in the Aug. 22 Edmonton
journal as saying: "Let us neyer
become a party of elitists." Do you
feel that danger is now present?

Yes. If we are seen to espouse
just the interesîs of the Websters,
svhich are very much a minority
position,or if we are jusî se-n as the
representatives of Big Oul or Big
Business, then we can easily faîl out
of favor with the electorate.

My approach is one of trying at
ail imes to represent ail people in
an even-handed way and becom-
ing a people-orientedi govern-
ment.

You dislike being called a maver-
ick or the conscience of the Con-
servative Party and you say certain
principlles are important to you. 1
would assume those principles
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might be different f rom main-
stream conservative thought if
people having been hanging those
labels on you.

Good question. There were only
a couple of issues where 1 took a
position that svas somewhat differ-
ent than the government.

I cldn't like the purchase of
Par ifi Westcern Airlines. 1 didn 't
think il was a ccnservative principle
and 1Icdidn 't think it was necessary.

I ilso thought wheni we set up
the I-Iciitage Sas ings Trust Fund
that il waitn't ac«dounitable enough
10 people in that the rnoney cou Id
be spenitin advancc' of any appt o-
val.

I think governiments should aI-
ways put forward a budget for
approval because that is a normal
clemoc ratic salfeguiard.

There Ns nothing vrong with that
(sort of c ritic ism)ý and 1 wouîd cer-
tainly welc ome il in my governi-
mientl

So 1 assume you would encour-
age a bit more vigorous internai
debate than is currently the case?

I1 vvrý inurh would, ,înd not lust
internaI but external 100.

1 don't think its harmful, in many
cases we shou Icd just let the debate
flow, tiike a consensus and carry
on frori there. 1 don't think we
should have the whips out ail the
timc', îelling people how to think.

Freedom of thought and expres-
sion are very important principles
of mine throughour my public life
and will continue to be so.

Conservatives talk a lot about
wealth creation. Some people are
more talented at creating wealth
than others. How do you reconcile
wealth creation with wealth distri-
bution?

1 don't vorry about wealth dis-
tri but ion.

1 think government's responsihil-
ity is tc get everyone in society to
the startîng fie and then let their
own excellence, commitment and
hard work bring them to wherever
tl does. If il rewards themn finan-
cially, so be tl.

If people faîl by the wayside and
need assistarnce, fine, that's our
responsiblity 100.

But I'm not in to discussions of
re-distribution c)f wealth, that's
what soc ialism is aIl about and I'm
far from being a socialist.

The Don CettyandJulian Koziak
campaigns have also been ap-
proached for interviews but at
press time there had been no re-
sponse trom themn.
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Your LUne to Academic Success
a A new, simple method of reaching your innrier mind

has been developed. It easily allows you to learn rapidly
and recall information quickly and accurately.

a In a matter of days, your mind can begin to function in a
sîmilar manner to those people we identify as genius.

0 4 years of research has produced most remarkable
reports from students. When writing exams, answers
just "popped" into their mind, resulting in marks from 85
to 100%. Even their study time was greatly reduced.

.0 For only $1000, you will receive complete instructions,
s0 try this method to see what YOU could achieve wheri
your mind is trained to reach it's highest potential.

----------------------- e

TO: Arden Book Go.
Depi. 10 D
Room 200
9119 - 82 Ave.
Edmonton, Ata.
T6C 0Z4

1 enclose cheque - or money order for
$1000 (postage & handling included).

Please send me one copy of -Your Uine to Academic
Success'.

Name __

Address:
City Prov.

IPostal Code: _____ Phone: __


