
CANADIAN C OURIER

It was llt lage but beatitifully proportioned, an(
lavishly orrnamniid, though with admirable taste~
and it seeried that it had only just been completed.
Thait was ecear from its general freshness of ap-
pearance, and from the staring purity of the stone
facings.- He paused in the stinpaved road out-
side the churchyard, anmi read the sign which an-
nounced the namne of the chuirch. and that the Vicar
was the Rev. James Weekes, living at Lilithi
Cottage, Burnbam road. 'fhe( seýxton's name was
stated to be Williami Whidley. v and he Iived. it ap-
peared. at Thorn's Cottagze. The houirs of service
were also, given.

During aIl the time that be stand there not a
soul bad appeared ini sight in any direction. Not
a house fronted the open space which he had just
travereed: not a house, indeed, was near, except the
o)ne hidden away hehind oid and crumbling gar-
den walls

H E nede the gate softly, and went to the front
door, As he had expected, hie found it lockred. N1e

('amle oult of the- porchl and walked round the side
of the, building, unltil hie camle at last to the little
aide door, thaýt led. no dou$ht, into, the clergyman's
1 001m, the r'obingz-room., and other offices near the
chancel. Bunt thiS do0or was also faetened. The
wi'ndows'" 'le 'scann1ed carefuly Those of the
churchi were ton higth to bie e-asily accessible, and
Probablv1% w'oldt tiot open even if hie could reach

them. Tere q1ee 1,maî windows near the aide
door, videnlIighitin,- the clergymana study; but

these were not only av but were protected by
hecavv iron bars, oiutside.

'Te walkedl on 1pa-t the flying buttreases at the
corner, and( roulnd bv the eas't end: but there was
no ether door or opening uintil hie came close to
the wall that dlivîded the chtircbvard from the
grondsic, of the bsenext door. There i the cor-
ner -as an' oninlg into wbat appeared to be a
cellar. 11e stepped down, ami Peered into the
i1arknessý.

A, palir of yellow eyeg gleamedicg at hilm. Percy'aq
mu11scles stiffenecd, aidthen he gave a short lIaugh
as a large black rit walked leisuirely out and

crmldon to the wall. He Iighted a match, and
wallced inito the dlarknies He aqaw that he was
near the flurnace whichi heated the bulilding. 11e

1thouglbt il likely that there might be an entrance
some where near, and b>' the light of matches bie
walked carefully round the place, examining the
walls, his boots making an eerie scrunch of cinders
and coke with every step. At last-a little stair-
case, and the door at the top opened to, his band.
H1e stood looking into the church.

The afternoon Sun filtered through the stained-
glass windows, casting soft sbadows of sumptuouis
rich colour on the interior, softening the staring
white of the walls, darkening tbe new carved oak
pews, and diffusing an atmosphere of aesthetic bene-
diction ail about. It almost seemed to Pere>' Mar-
shall that, in stealing thus into that sacred building,
hie had profanied a sanctuary * that, even in suspectîng
that under that roof a deed of ruthless borror bad
been done, hie had committed an act of sacrilege.

On tiptoe-an unconciaus testimony to the spirit
of the place-be walked the length of the nave.
until at last hie stood before the oaken door that led
into the tower. It was pierced near the top by
three lozenge-shaped openings, and he caugbt the
faint, close odour that comes from dark places shut
out from sunsbine and air.

H1e softly turned the handle. The door was
fastened, but seemed to yield slightly tgo bis pressure.
H1e nushed with his foot.

The bottom gave for nearly an inch. Lt was
clear that the door was bolted from witbin near
tbe top. H1e put bis band through one of the open-
ings, and found the boit. H1e drew ît softly down,
and the door flew open,

Tn front of him was a fiight of stone steps, twin-
ing round a central post. H1e began a slow ascent,
examiining each stair with the utmost care by the
light of successively ligbited matches.

TH oe a geis ne oiltdta there

hence he came toa 1 lamiing with'out having dis-
cavered the faintest signas that anybady had ever
been uip or down those silent stairs. There was a
small open arch-thouigh there were wooden ah ut-
ters by whlich it could bc closedi-oni this laniding!
but Marshall knew that hie hiad not arrlved at bis
destination. Lie waa atill in tht square tower; and
the lariding lie sotuglt was in the' pointed spire.
After a carefull examination, which, reveagled noth-

ing, hie commenced the ascent of the long la,
which now took the place of the staircase. A.
c]imbed round b>' round, hie saw that the aides i
closing in on him, and that above hlm was a t
door. If he could open that door-he, too. w,
be looking on the landing into which the tel..4
had looked. What should be find?

With knees pressed against the -rounds of
ladder, and back of head resting against the
of the opening, be was able ta use bis two bai
The heavy trap-door moved upward, and lhe sm
it one side, and put his head through the open
A whîrl of wings, as be startled a couple of cog
pigeons; that was aIl. He stepped an thse laull
and replaced the trap-door, lest in the narrow s,
hie should faîl througb the opening. The ray:
the afternoon sun shone obliquely thraugh th. a
He examined every inch of the place-notsir
not a hint, not a scratch on the boards, no dust,
the tiniest red spot.

Percy Marshall began tu believe that, after
he had come on a wild-goose chase. There
still another ladder, however, leading upwal
Quickly he ascended, useless as it seemed.
would he able to return to Margaret with tht st
ment that whatever she saw was nat tragedy.
rapidly calculated that he could get back to tc
change, and 'be at the fiat by eight o'clock.

The air grew hot as be climbed, and the nari
ing spire shut in on him. H1e feit that a searci
there was useless-but be went an.

When near the top he scratched bis, baud c
nail. H1e lighted a match. Clinging to, the ual
a littie piece af yellow silk-a littie trianW
plece.

Percy caught bis hreath. The telescope b4d
lied after aIl.

Placing the tin>' fragment in bis okt
rapidl>' continued the ascent. Above bis head
niow aniother trap-door, smnaller than the oue ung
neathi-not more than two feet acroass The wi
widthi of the spire here could not have exce,
eight feet.

NoDtwsithstanding his utmoaxýt efforts, bow.
he could taot move the doar away. Lt yielded sig
to bis two hands, braced agaînat it as they badb
braced against the one helow, but he cauild not 10
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THE LITL3ULL 0F Tw»HE BARRE
Hawv 'M/e Mu.rk-ox Fared with the TrapPer and théeWolves

By C HAR LES G. D. ROBERTS

T IROUGU1 the thick dIri've of the sni)vflikes- smalll, biard, bitter flakes. borne on the
long wind of the terrible copper mine bar-
rensq-the man and the beaqt tood astaring

at eaclh other, miotiolecss, Ili the beast's eyts was
beVyL% wonder, mnixed witii ctirioity and dread.
Neyer hefore bad he seeni any being lilc thlis erect,
slim hae veýiled and vague and dark in the whiirl-
ing drift. tLe feit it to be dangerous; but hie was

kth ta ea himacîVf away;L fromi the. ucruitiny of it.
'Jhle mnan, oin the othevr hiand, hiad nerither won-

der, culriosity, lar dIrrad i lu bs gaze. Ile knew
that the lakand massive apparition befare hlmi wa3
a muiisl eox. lis first imiiiiulse blad hb<eu ta snatch up
bis rifle and shoot, befare tht he-ait cauld fade off
into the white confusion of the stornm; but his prac-
tisedj eye hadi tolil himi that the animal was an old
bull. Mlia niecessity was not fierce eniough to drive
hifm to the eating o)f such fiesh,-totug, and reeklng
ta) nause.a with niuisk. 11e warnted a youing cow,
w,.hcise meat would he tender and qwcet a3 caribou.
11e %Vas content to wait, knowing that the herd nit
be near and would niot leave these feeding groutmds
uniless frightened. At thus seasoan the black bitIl,
then staring at him heavlly tbrougb tht drift, wautld
1n1t be solitary.

Tlhe nian'was a trappr, who was niaking his
way down the river ta, t he Iludson Bay Companys,
poat at the mnouth. Throuigh failuire ai the caribgou
to) corne bis way, aocording to their custorn, his sup-
plies had rus' short, and hie was steckng the post
in good time, before tht pincli of hunger should fix
itstîf uipan bu. But lie biai bai bad luck. The
failuire of thle caribou had bit others besides hlm-
self. Thle wolves bad suifereil by it. Perhaps. in
their shrewd andl savage sp)irits;, tbey bad blauxed
thse man for tht absence of their accustonaed
quarry. Sanie weeks beforc bis start tbey bail
craftily picked off bis dogs, a reasonable anlà satis-
fying retallatioei. Tistre being na other mieana of

travel the man was nlow haiiling the sîige hiniself.
ILn a mlomnent's lift of the stormi the mani had

nioted a littît valley, a dtpression in the vast, wind
swept level of thse barrens, lying but a couple of
atouts' throw aside froni the bahks of tht river that
was lusq guide, Hie kntw that there he would finil
a dense growth of tht stuuted firs that spring up
wherever they can finil shelter fromn the wind.
VThre, he knew, lie wouLd find dry stuif in plenty
for bis fire. There h.e would talce covert tli the
stormi shaulil go dowu aud siffer him ta trail the
muisk ox berd.

After eyelug tht blackc bulll steadlly for sune
minutes, he saftly turneil away, andl witbaut haste
made for tht Valey of tise Little Firs, draggiug tise
laden sledge behind hlm,

Tht black 'bull sniorted thlckly and took several
steps forward. Thse utrançe figure fading silently
away through dt drift evideutly feared hlm. A
fleeinig fot wa% surely to be f<llowed; but tlsat long,
dark shape, crawllug at tht stranjer's beels, that
lookeil formidable and very mysterious. The bta8t
stopped. qhook bis bead, suorteil again moret laudly,
and drew back those few Paces lue hail udvanced.
PeiluapsiIt was just as wtIl flot to be to> hald iu in-
terrogatinj the UJnknawn. After a ff,, moments

of heia .o i wbecled aside, lifted hi, massive
and shaggy heail, suifled tht air, listeneil intently,
andl withdrtw ta rejoin thi. little herd, wblch was
Iying down and contentedly Chewing the cud, al
indifferent ta tht drive of the polar storm.

Tht black hull of tht barretti, as lue atood and
eyed tht restlug berd contem~patively, showed small
ini stature but extraorinarlly massive lu builil. A
scanit six feet lu leugth fromn miuzzI ta, tail, aud
not airer tliree fet higis at tht sboulder, bie was
mocdeled., nevertheless, on huecs that for power a
nanioth miight have tnvled. Hii. square fratme

was clothi with long blackisb hair reachlug almait
ta tht fetlocks. His ponderaus litaJ, auau.d and

shaggy, was aril witb short cresceut hor
tippeil andl serviceable for 'battIt. Andl he
It swulng low, miuazie in and front Weil
always ready for defense againat tht tenii
herd.

Tht hierd nunmbereil somne dozen or fift.
antId andl powerful like their mates,
younger bulîs, and perbaps a dozen yearling
year-old calves. At one marnent as thse fie
slackened, tht y wauld ail bie more or les!
aliroudeil, dark forms with contemplati,
peacefully ruminating. A moment more
would vaiib, as the snow again clomeil loi
thena.

IT was the al bull alane that scee tc,
oughly on tht alert. Hlither aud thitsei

certain slow vigilance, he moveil through t
Ail at once hie ifteil bis litaI sharply.and qt
the air with dilating nostrils, while his e>'ê,
with auger ami anxiety. The uext ini-
stampel his foot and gave a loud, abrupt<
bMeat, bahf bellow.

Plalnly it was a signal well understooq
second the wbole herd was on its feet. In
with lightning precision, it had forme< itý
a compact circle, using tht wakchfuIl bide
basic point of its formation. Thse calves, bt:
ceremonious1y into the center, hustmi one.
other, witb uplifteil unzles aver the othtri
lers aud mild eyts staring with startiel frig
outer rirn of the circle hecame a fringe 0
lawering foreheals, augry eyts, ami keei
juttiug forniidably froni muow powdereuj i
dark hait.

Not a member oi the mnuslc x berd,
youugest cal!, but kxiew very well agiu
cucul tht olI 'bull 'bai s0 suddenly marshal
into &ihtlng phalanx. For mortie moments, j
-long, teume, viglant moments,-nothin>. a


